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COMMODORE JOSHUA BARNEY: THE HERO 
OF THE BATTLE OF BLADENSBURG. 

Incidents of his Life Gleaned from Contemporane- 
ous Sources. 

By M. I. WELLER. 
(Read before the Society, May 10, 1910.) 

It was in the year of our Lord, 1759, when the Hanover- 
ian George II, reigned over Britain and Ireland, the dis- 
solute monarch, Louis XV ruled over France, and Freder- 
ick the Great of Prussia was fighting for his existence 
against the forces of Maria Theresia, the Empress-Queen 
of Austria Hungary, that the whole northern portion of 
our American continent was convulsed by bloody strife. 
France and England, aided by the colonists, were contend- 
ing for mastery, so as to finally determine whether English- 
man or Frenchman should control the destiny of America. 
During this eventful period, on July 6th, in Baltimore 
Town, then a straggling settlement of less than five hundred 
inhabitants, located in the Providence of Maryland, while 
Horatio Sharpe was its Governor, the household of William 
Barney, a gentleman farmer, rejoiced over the advent of 
a fifth son, who was duly christened with the prophetic 
name of Joshua. 

William Barney was in easy circumstances, when he 
married Frances Holland Watts, the only daughter of a 
prominent planter, owning considerable wealth, for that 
period; she was a refined, accomplished lady, who trans- 
mitted her talents and virtues to her illustrious son Joshua. 
According to the family record, young Joshua must have 
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been endowed with extraordinary physical vigor, combined 
with a well balanced mind, for it is recited, that almost as 
soon as he could walk and talk, he was sent along with his 
elder brothers to a common school in the vicinity of the 
farm, on Bare (Bear) Creek, about eight miles from town 
on Patapsco Neck, to which the family had removed from 
Baltimore, about 1761. He abandoned schooling at 
the age of ten years, claiming that he had absorbed all the 
knowledge his teacher was capable of imparting, being 
irresistibly drawn to the career, he clamored to adopt, 
following in the footsteps of valiant forebears, the call of 
the sea was in his blood, the tales of the ocean rovers ap- 
pealed to his imagination and aided his determination 
to emulate the brave deeds of a Drake or a Raleigh: he 
finally wrung a reluctant consent from his father, that he 
would eventually be permitted to gratify his ambition, 
but meanwhile he was told that he should first gain some 
commercial experience, consequently he was placed with 
a dry goods shop for a brief period in Baltimore, subse- 
quently he was transferred to the counting house of a 
business friend in Alexandria where he remained for a year, 
rendering faithful and satisfactory services; returning 
home for the Christmas holidays of 1770; after the enjoy- 
ment of the vacation, he positively declined to renew his 
allegiance to his Alexandria employer and after consider- 
able importunity, his parents at last yielded and gave their 
consent to a limited trial of the nautical profession, hoping 
he would be speedily cured of this ambition. In the spring 
of 1771, he was entered on board of a pilot boat, com- 
manded by an experienced seaman, who was an old friend 
of his father, with whom he made a number of trips, 
occasionally beyond the capes; his perseverance and ap- 
parent love for his chosen profession, convinced his par- 
ents in the fall of that year that permanent arrangements 
ought to be made to afford him greater opportunities for 
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advancement; especially as his brother-in-law, Captain 
Thomas Drysdale, who commanded a small brig in the 
Liverpool trade, happened to be in port; it resulted in 
Joshua being apprenticed to his brother-in-law. 

In January 1772, the future commodore, embarked on 
his first regular voyage; his indomitable courage carried 
him through the trying ordeal of a winter trip across the 
stormy Atlantic, and after many severe struggles, the 
vessel arrived safely in the Cove of Cork (Ireland). 
After a two days' inspection of the attractions of Cork, 
the brig proceeded to Liverpool, at which city, our young 
adventurer spent his leisure time, quite profitably in 
minute investigation of that great commercial emporium; 
the cargo was delivered to the owners in Liverpool, when 
the brig was unexpectedly sold and young Barney was 
duly despatched to Dublin to procure a passage for him- 
self and master in some vessel bound for Baltimore. Dub- 
lin was a revelation to him, the days of his stay passed 
rapidly and happily, owing to the warm hearted Irish 
hospitality received from many of its residents. When 
Captain Drysdale arrived from Liverpool they lost no 
time in getting on board and the vessel started for its des- 
tination: young Barney's ship was crowded with redemp- 
tioners, an eighteenth century method of reaching America 
by those destitute of passage money, binding themselves 
to labor in the new world, until the debt was paid, a more 
infamous system than African slavery; work, work, until 
they had redeemed themselves from obligations incurred 
under the cruel contract, it was truly characterized "as a 
living hell." The voyage being everything else but pleasant, 
the young sailor rejoiced, when his native land hove in 
sight and the keel ploughed the majestic Chesapeake Bay, 
but his joy was soon turned into sorrow, when reaching 
home, he received the terrible information that his beloved 
father, had succumbed a few days previous, to a wound, 
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caused by an accident brought on by Joshua's seven year 
old brother, who while playing in the store room had found 
an old pistol supposed to be unloaded, pointing it at his 
father, it went off, resulting in a short time, in his parent's 
death. William Barney left fourteen children mourning 
his loss, to the tender care of his widow. The young ap- 
prentice was permitted to remain at his home for only a 
brief period, when he was recalled to his ship by Captain 
Drysdale, who had been appointed to the command of the 
Sidney of 300 tons, with which he made frequent voyages 
to Cadiz, Genoa, Liverpool and other European ports, 
during the years 1773 and 1774, affording opportunities 
to Barney to enlarge his knowledge: he kept the log book, 
corrected all the calculations, having full charge of the 
ship's accounts in addition to all other nautical duties; he 
had meanwhile acquired such proficiency in seamanship, 
that with the consent of the owners, he had been promoted 
to the position of second mate, being barely fourteen years 
old, though its emoluments went into the pocket of his 
master, Captain Drysdale. On December 22, 1774, they 
sailed from Baltimore with a valuable cargo of wheat for 
Nice (Savoy), then part of the Kingdom of Sardinia; 
the ship had scarcely cleared the Capes of Virginia, before 
it was discovered that the pump well had sustained a 
serious damage, causing a dangerous leak, necessitating 
a return to Norfolk for repairs, owing to a quarrel with 
the captain, the first mate here abandoned the ship, his 
place was not supplied — the vessel went to sea, but a 
few days afterwards, Captain Drysdale, became ill, dying 
within a week, leaving our young apprentice in sole 
charge, who undismayed by the weighty responsibility, 
assuming full command, he continued the voyage, the 
crew yielding ready obedience to his orders, after the 
remains of his deceased brother-in-law had received the 
honors of a seaman's grave, in the briny deep; the weather 
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continued stormy, which brought additional danger to the 
strugg ing ship, the leak increased, convincing Barney 
that the only salvation in sight, was to reach Gibraltar, 
the nearest port, which attempt was finally successful 
though the vessel was in a visibly sinking condition; when 
he got to the entrance of the harbor he signalled for assist- 
ance, which receiving, he was enabled to bring the ship 
into the King's d ck; landing, he immediately made appli- 
cation to the Vice-Admiralty Court, for a commission of 
survey on his ship, this was granted and upon the surveyors 
report, the Court ordered a part of the cargo to be dis- 
charged; fortunately it was soon shown by a further exami- 
nation that the cargo had sustained but little damage, but 
that it would take several months, to place the vessel in 
a seaworthy condition ; this only increased his dilemma, in a 
foreign port among strangers, with a valuable cargo, 
liable to destruction, on a damaged ship, appearing as a 
commander, when only rated as an apprentice, with only 
the log-book in his own handwriting to confirm his story, 
it required supreme courage to assume all responsibility, 
lacking as he did, the financial means, to pay for repairs 
and the money required for the support of the crew; he 
called upon the commercial firm of Murray and Son, told 
his troubles and asked them to become his bankers; they 
accepted the proposition and with their assistance, ad- 
vancing over 700 Pounds, in three months time, the ship 
was ready for sea and the trip resumed. Barney executed 
a Bottomry bond to Murray and Son, payable ten days 
after arrival at Nice, Mr. Murray, Jr., accompanying him 
so that the consignees at Nice would raise no objection; 
upon arrival at Nice, it was unexpectedly found that the 
ship's draught was too great for the depth of water in the 
harbor, compelling them to put into Villa Franca a small 
port two miles to the eastward, landing, Mr. Murray and 
he proceeded at once to Nice to visit the owners of the car- 
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go; they were well received and Barney procured their 
assumption of the payment of this bond at the time speci- 
fied, to relieve his ship from the obligation of the Bottomry 
bond, then relying upon their good faith, Barney returned 
to the ship, began to discharge enough of the cargo into 
lighters, so as to reduce the draught, which enabled him 
to take her into Nice; meanwhile ten days had elapsed 
since arrival at the time specified in the bond; the Nicene 
dealers saw a way to evade their responsibility to Murray 
& Son, claiming that Barney being a minor, his contract 
to repay the advanced money was void: then Barney 
hastened back to his ship and positively refused to deliver 
another grain of the wheat until the faithless merchants 
paid the obligation to Murray : the merchants invoked the 
assistance of the local governor, who peremptorily ordered 
Barney to deliver the balance of the cargo and upon his 
absolute refusal to comply with the order, had him arrested 
and dragged into prison: cooled off, Barney determined to 
dissemble, so he sent word to the governor of his willing- 
ness, to submit to the demand, believing a compulsory 
promise was not morally binding; set free, he hastened 
on board, hoisted the British flag, believing it would amply 
protect him and flatly renewed his refusal to surrender any 
more of the cargo unless the debt was paid according to 
promise or force was used : the governor becoming enraged, 
sent a detail of soldiers on board, with instructions to 
break open the hatches and remove all the cargo. Barney 
then notified the officer, that he considered this an illegal 
capture, besides being an insult to the British nation: 
he called his crew together and with them, leaving the 
ship, he boarded one of the English vessels in the harbor, 
wh* hospitably entertained them, then landed to see his 
only friend, Mr. Murray; after consultation, Barney deter- 
mined to appeal to the British ambassador at the Court of 
Sardinia. Mr. Murray agreed and they both started for the 
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Italian capital. Barney's logbook contains the following, 
" We crossed the famous Alps, so noted for snow and diffi- 
cult travelling, on mules, we passed through part of Switzer- 
land and arrived at Milan.' ' They met here, Sir William 
Lynch, his Brittanic Majesty's representative at Sardinia, 
who received them in the kindest manner; Barney recited 
his grievances in graphic style, especially dwelling upon 
the insult offered to the British flag : Sir William at once 
espoused his cause and in three days Barney returned to 
Nice, the former haughty governor, now as humble as pos- 
sible, tendered profuse apologies and within one hour, Bar- 
ney's bond to the Murrays, was discharged, the full amount 
of the freight paid to him, besides being reimbursed for the 
whole expense of his journey to Milan, the governor also 
offered to pay any sum he chose to demand by way of 
atonement for the few hours of imprisonment, he had 
suffered; this indemnity Barney spurned to accept, but 
he was gratified with the congratulations from all the Eng- 
lish captains at the port. Acting under the owner's original 
orders, Barney sailed from Nice to Alicant, in Spain, where 
he arrived in June, 1775 : his vessel was here impressed and 
employed, the same as all other vessels in port, by the Span- 
ish government, in the expedition against Algiers, which 
ended disastrously for the Spaniards; returning to Alicant, 
the use of the vessel was fully compensated, and Barney 
set out on his return to America; entering Chesapeake Bay, 
on October 1st the Sidney was boarded by an officer from 
the British sloop of war, Kingfisher who after searching his 
ship, seized all the letters and the few arms on board and 
imparted the exciting news that the colonists had risen in 
rebellion and two battles had been fought, at Lexington 
and Bunker Hill. Barney was amazed at the information 
and upon the officer's departure, speedily set sail for his 
home port: upon arrival at Baltimore he proceeded without 
delay to the counting house of the old merchant, the owner 
of the good ship Sidney. 
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Barney was greeted with the inquiry, "Who are you, 
sir," in an impatient tone. "I am Joshua Barney, master 
of your ship Sidney just arrived." "Master of my ship, are 
you, sir? — and how dare you, sir, an apprentice boy, 
presume to take command of a ship of mine?" The " ap- 
prentice boy" turned upon him a look of calm disdain and 
throwing upon the desk before him the ship's papers 
and other documents of the voyage which he had brought 
in his hand, "Read these" said he and without further 
reply, walked to the window, attracted by the interesting 
scenes on the street. The merchant meanwhile took up 
the papers, which soon engaged his profound interest. 
Barney waited impatiently for the completion of the read- 
ing, when the merchant arose, advanced to the oung 
seaman, grasped his hand with both of his own, in an 
hearty shake, exclaiming, "Captain Barney, you are wel- 
come home, sir, your conduct meets my cordial approba- 
tion, sir, and I am proud to find that I have so deserving a 
young man, in my employ. — Take a seat, sir, we shall see 
what is to be done immediately." The title "Captain" 
bestowed by the owner, John Smith, was a welcome reward 
for all the dangers and the trials he had encountered dur- 
ing the nine months of the voyage, eight months of which 
time, he had been her commander, notwithstanding he 
was only sixteen years and three months old, when he 
returned to port. 

The death of Captain Drysdale had annulled the articles 
of apprenticeship by which Barney had been bound, so now 
he was his own master, at liberty to engage in the service 
that best suited him; owing to the blockade of Chesa- 
peake bay by British ships of war, the majority of Balti- 
more vessels were laid up for the time being. After a short 
visit to his dear mother and family, he offered his services 
to Captain Wm. Hallock, a native of Bermuda, the com- 
mander of the sloop Hornet, of ten guns then being 
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equipped at Baltimore, for the subsequent purpose of 
joining the small squadron at Philadelphia, under the com- 
mand of Commodore Esek Hopkins, who had on January 
5, 1776 received from the Continental Congress the 
commission as commander-in-chief of the Navy. Barney's 
offer was at once accepted, he receiving the appointment 
of master's mate, the second rank on the sloop: he was 
assigned the duty of recruiting the necessary men for the 
crew; the Captain had just received the new American 
flag for the Hornet, from Commodore Hopkins, the first 
star spangled banner that had been seen in Maryland; 
the following morning, it was duly flung to the breeze 
by Barney, to the music of drums and fifes, where the novel 
sight of rebel colors soon attracted crowds, with the result 
that before sundown, the young recruiting officer had 
enlisted a full crew of jolly rebels for the Hornet. Towards 
the end of November the Hornet accompanied by her 
sister ship, the schooner Wasp, eight guns, Captain C. 
Alexander, a Scotchman, left the Patapsco in company; 
they managed to pass the capes, eluding the British cruiser 
in Hampton Roads, meeting Commodore Esek Hopkins' 
little fleet, composed of the flag-ship Alfred (24 guns), Col- 
umbus (12 guns), Cabot (14 guns), Andrea Doria (14 
guns), Providence (12 guns), and Fly (8 guns), at the mouth 
of the Delaware and in a few weeks, February 17, 1776, the 
fleet weighed anchor being the first United States squadron 
that put to sea, and proceeded to their place of destination 
(Bahama Islands), where it was reported, an immense 
quantity of ammunition, 88 cannon, 9 to 32 pounders, 15 
mortars, shells and other ammunition, war material, had 
been stored; on March 4th, the town and forts surrendered 
after a feeble resistance, the booty was collected and the 
fleet sailed away with its valuable cargoes for the home 
shores : the weather was tempestuous, as they approached 
the coast, during the storm, the Fly collided with the 
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Hornet which caused the latter to lose her mast-head and 
boom, she became separated from the fleet during the night, 
none of which on the following morning was in sight: 
the Hornet was seriously injured so that in the joint opinion 
of the Captain and Barney, it was deemed prudent, to run 
for repairs to the nearest coast, South Carolina, but after 
sending a boat on shore, they were again compelled by a 
violent gale, to abandon this attempt and put out at once 
to sea; for weeks they were buffeted by storms, but sur- 
viving the danger they arrived off the mouth of the Dela- 
ware, on April 1, 1776: a pilot came to them a little south- 
ward of the Capes with the news that the British ship 
Roebuck of 44 guns lay at anchor in the roads, with her 
armed tender cruising off and on, making prizes of Ameri- 
can vessels, unable to cope with her: the captain of 
the Hornet, instructed the pilot to steer for Cape May, 
to avoid the tender, notwithstanding the Hornet was 
far superior in strength, but unexpectedly the tender 
soon hove i., e «<*ht and at once bore down upon the 
sloop, believing he* i ^ be an ordinary coaster, none of 
her guns being visible, and that <*he would be easy prey. 
Barney had already suspected that his captain lacked 
courage, so he ordered one of the guns to be run out the 
moment the tender came alongside and was in the act of 
applying the lighted match, when his captain ordered him 
not to fire, as he "had no inclination for shedding blood." 
Barney became so exasperated at this unexpected order, 
that oblivious to all sense of discipline, he turned and threw 
the matchstick at the head of his commanding officer, 
who luckily for himself, avoided the blow, by running into 
his cabin, where he remained during the balance of his 
stay on board: meanwhile, the tender discovering her 
mistake, beat a rapid retreat: Barney now with the con- 
sent of officers and crew took sole command, and after 
meeting with more ill-luck through running on Egg Island 
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flats during a fog, he finally brought the Hornet in April 
safely to Philadelphia, here Captain Hallock decamped for 
good. Barney remained in charge of the Hornet at Phila- 
delphia, for over three weeks, daily expecting to receive 
a call to appear before a court martial for his assault on 
Captain Hallock, but this worthy had disappeared without 
preferring charges; when relieved of further duties on the 
Hornet, Barney volunteered his services to Captain Alex- 
ander of the Wasp, who gladly gave him the desired appoint- 
ment. The Wasp sailed as convoy to a merchant vessel 
with valuable cargo, bound for Europe, returning to the 
Delaware she sighted two British frigates, Roebuck 44 
guns and the Liverpool 28 guns, the latter vessel, discern- 
ing the Wasp, made sail after her and ran upon some 
shoals, so the little schooner, Wasp, managed to escape into 
the Cape May channel, where she found two other Ameri- 
can vessels lying snugly at anchor, the brig Lexington, Cap- 
tain John Barry, and the brig Reprisal, Captain Wickes, 
both ignorant of the enemy's frigates being in the vicinity; 
a few hours afterwards they noticed a ship, with all sails 
crowded, steering for the Cape with the Liverpool pursuing 
her: she was soon recognized as the vessel anxiously 
expected in the Delaware by Congress, the brig Nancy, Cap- 
tain Montgomery, from St. Croix and St. Thomas, laden 
with arms and ammunition; they determined to render all 
assistance within their power, until they perceived that 
the other British frigate Roebuck was in full chase, fortu- 
nately Captain Montgomery to avoid capture ran the Nancy 
ashore a few miles north of the cape, immediately the 
three American men-of-war, despatched all their boats to 
the assistance of the stranded ship to take out all the 
valuable cargo, which was accomplished in spite of a heavy 
fire from the frigates, which had also lowered five boats 
with the object of taking possession of the vessel, the 
Americans continued in the removal of the cargo, saving 



78 Records of the Columbia Historical Society. 

268 barrels of gunpowder, and some other articles until the 
rapid approach of the enemy's boats advised a retreat, but 
before leaving, Captain John Barry, who was in chief 
command, ordered a quantity of loose powder to be thrown 
in the hold, connected it with a burning fuse, so as to 
destroy the vessel and what remained of the cargo, then 
hastened to their own vessels: the enemy's boats mean- 
while boarded the stranded brig with three cheers and with- 
in a few minutes thereafter, a tremendous explosion fol- 
lowed, not a single man of the boarders escaped, the de- 
struction of the vessel (with invaders) was complete; 
Barney in charge of one of the boats covered himself with 
distinction and received unlimited praise. As soon as 
the American boats had rejoined their respective vessels, 
the Wasp weighed anchor and continued her course up the 
Bay, pursued by the Roebuck and the Liverpool, who had 
in the meantime been joined by the armed brig Betsy, 
Captain T. Slater, all three combined in the chase with all 
sail set, determined to avenge their disaster, they were 
gaining rapidly on the Wasp when she changed her course 
and sought refuge in shallower Wilmington Creek, as night 
fell: in the morning Captain Alexander found himself 
shut up in the creek, the frigates and brig having an- 
chored at its mouth, during the previous day he had 
fallen in with several outward bound merchantmen and 
had ordered their return to Philadelphia where they spread 
the news of the approach of the enemy, immediately a 
number of row-galleys thoroughly armed, were prepared 
by Commodore Hazlewood to meet them: these galleys 
attacked the frigates early in the morning May 9, 1776, 
compelling them to weigh anchor; the Wasp joined in 
the attack, being towed out of the creek by her own boats, 
Captain Alexander, duly seconded by Barney boarded 
the brig Betsy and captured her, the Roebuck grounded 
on the Jersey shore, forcing the Liverpool to come to 
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her assistance, the Wasp secured her prize and by night- 
fall reentered Wilmington Creek in triumph. In the 
morning Captain Alexander, the weather being foggy, 
believed he could pass without being discovered, entering 
the river, the fog suddenly cleared and he found his ship 
under the guns of the Roebuck which during the night by 
the aid of the Liverpool had extracted herself from her 
predicament; the Roebuck at once opened her whole broad- 
side on the active little Wasp which by superhuman 
efforts managed to escape and rejoin the galleys, remain- 
ing with them while they renewed the attack and in 
order to render all assistance within her power; it was a 
fortunate circumstance for Commodore Hazlewood as 
one of his galleys, in the course of the battle, sustained 
a great loss of men, so that she was compelled to retire 
from action, Barney with the approval of Captain Alex- 
ander remanned the galley, with a number of his men, 
brought her again into action with such success, that the 
frigates gave up the fight and retreated, being fol- 
lowed by the galleys as far as Newcastle. Barney and 
his men, remained with the galley, until she reached 
Philadelphia where he and Captain Alexander received 
all the honors, acquired in the two days fight with the 
enemy, everyone joined in praise for the brilliant exploit of 
the officers and men of the Wasp, Captain Alexander re- 
ceived from Congress, as his reward a commission as 
Captain in the United States Navy, with the command 
of the new ship, the Delaware, of 28 guns. In his report 
to the Marine Committee he bestowed upon Barney the 
warmest terms of eulogy; the latter was then ordered 
to take charge of the sloop Sachem and prepare her for 
sea: in a few days he received an order to wait upon the 
Honorable Robert Morris, President of the Marine 
Committee, on June 20, 1776, Barney was ushered into 
the presence of this patriot, he was asked if his name was 
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Barney. Answering in the affirmative, Mr. Morris drew 
a paper from his pocket and handed it to him, with these 
words. "The Committee has heard of your good be- 
havior, Mr. Barney, during the engagement with the 
enemy in the Delaware and have authorized me to offer 
you this letter of appointment as a lieutenant in the Navy 
of the United States. I will add for myself, that if you 
continue to act with the same bravery and devotion to 
the cause of our country on future occasions, you shall 
always find in me a friend ready and happy to serve you. " 
This kind and paternal address of Mr. Morris, deeply 
impressed and affected young Barney, then not quite 
seventeen years of age, he had gained the good opin- 
ion of Mr. Morris and ever retained it from that day out, 
that he faithfully redeemed the promises, made by him, 
in reply is proved by his glorious deeds, blazoned on the 
pages of history. On July 6, 1776, the 17th anniversary 
of Lieutenant Barney's birthday, the sloop Sachem 10 
guns sailed under command of Captain Isaiah Robinson 
with Lieutenant Barney, as assistant, just two days after 
the Declaration of Independence; they got promptly to 
sea and in short time fell in with an English letter of 
marque brig from Jamaica, of 6 guns of heavy caliber, 
which was captured after a severe combat, the brig los- 
ing over half of her crew and the losses on the sloop 
were so serious and the ship so badly damaged that an 
immediate return to Philadelphia was inevitable: Lieu- 
tenant Barney took charge of the prize, laden with rum, 
but which also contained a large sea turtle with the name 
of Lord North engraved upon the shell; the turtle was 
sent by Barney, upon the arrival of the ship, to his patron 
and friend Robert Morris. Both vessels arrived in 
safety and procured the promotion of both officers to the 
Andrea Doria, a brig of 14 guns and in a few days they 
were again on the broad ocean. Their orders were to 
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proceed directly to St. Eustatia for arms (purchased in 
Holland) and to return home without delay; on arrival 
they saluted the fort, which courtesy was acknowledged 
in similar fashion, being the first official salute to the flag, 
by a foreign power, disproving the claim that Captain 
John Paul Jones was the first American officer to receive 
that honor, at Brest, in February, 1778. Leaving St. 
Eustatia, they encountered the British man of war 
Racehorse, 12 guns, commanded by Lieutenant Jones, 
R. N., manned with a picked crew, sent for the express 
purpose of intercepting the Andrea Doria; after a hard 
fought conflict victory perched upon the banner of the 
Doria, and the prize was placed in charge of the second lieu- 
tenant, Mr. Dunn, and the Doria proceeded; a few days 
afterwards a Snow of 6 guns was captured, the prize was 
turned over to Lieutenant Barney, to bring into port. 
The weather was tempestuous, violent gales followed one 
another and the prize was driven among the breakers of 
Chinocoteague shoals, on Christmas night by a furious 
gale from the east; seas washed over the apparently 
doomed vessel and when day broke, death stared them in 
the face. Barney inspired his men with courage deliver- 
ing the following harrangue. ' 'I am not much of a chap- 
lain, my good lads and know very little of his palaver and 
such stuff, but this I know, that the same Power that pro- 
tected you before, can protect you now and if we are all 
to go to old Davy Jones' locker why damn it, we might 
as well go with a bold face as a sheepish one. " 

After a fearful struggle all the day, during the late 
afternoon, the wind moderated, when Barney shouted 
the orders, "down from the tops my men, man the cap- 
stan and away with the anchor," his bold example en- 
thused the crew, they set to work to carry out his command 
in a few more minutes they were free of the breakers and 
on the 27th, Barney reached the harbor of Chincoteague; 
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here he remained until January 2, 1777, when in company 
with other storm bound vessels, they put to sea again, 
Barney intending to take the prize up to Baltimore, but 
a severe snowstorm drove him again to sea; on the 4th 
he was chased by a foreign ship of war: here to add to 
his difficulties, his prisoners the former crew, became 
mutinous, finding the ringleader would not obey orders 
but became threatening and becoming more persistent 
in his refusal, Barney drew a pistol from his belt and shot 
the mutineer in the shoulder, which intimidated the rest, 
but it was too late, the Snow was soon taken by the British 
man of war Perseus 20 guns, commanded by Hon. George 
Keith Elphinstone : the wounded mutineer at once informed 
the English captain of Barney's action, who after listening 
to the man's complaint told him, that Barney had served 
him right. The Perseus having manned the prize, sent 
her away to a British port and continued to Charleston, 
at which place, the purser of the ship, a Scotchman, hear- 
ing of some supposed illtreatment of loyal Scots by Ameri- 
cans, turned around suddenly upon Lieutenant Barney and 
struck him a violent blow with his fist, without a single word 
of explanation; with lightning rapidity, Barney, though a 
prisoner and on an enemy's vessel, retaliated with such 
well aimed force that sent his assailant sprawling over one 
of the guns and then Barney kicked him down the hatch- 
way, fortunately for the prisoner, Captain Elphinstone 
appeared upon deck and when the circumstances were 
related to him, he called the purser and Barney into his 
cabin, then closing the door he rebuked the purser in an 
indignant tone, telling him he had disgraced the British 
naval service by an unprovoked assault upon an unarmed 
prisoner and demanded that the purser should apologize 
to Barney on his bended knees, and upon refusal, ordered 
him under arrest; and then turning to Lieutenant Barney, 
tendered to him a most gentlemanly apology for the insult. 
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Barney was permitted to retire on parole and landed 
at Charleston, in company with three other American naval 
officers, they procured horses and started for the North, 
arriving at Philadelphia early in March, after going 
through a series of interesting adventures with some 
Scotch tories in the Carolinas. Barney being on parole, 
was forced to a life of inactivity until late in October, he 
received a latter from Captain Elphinstone "that he was 
relieved by exchange, of his parole/' he at once hastened 
on board the Andrea Doria where he was warmly welcomed 
by his former captain and messmates. Soon after Lieu- 
tenant Barney rejoined, the Andrea Doria participated 
in the active fighting of the fleet under Commodore 
Hazelwood, until the beginning of December when he was 
ordered to march a detachment of officers and men to 
Baltimore, for service on the frigate Virginia to which 
he had been appointed as Lieutenant; on his way he halted 
at Valley Forge, long enough to pay his respects to Com- 
mander-in-Chief, George Washington; the winter was 
quite severe, the roads nearly impassable, so that his 
party did not reach the frigate at Baltimore until the end 
of the month: early in January, 1778, he was ordered to 
take command of a pilot boat tender, and cruise around the 
bay on scouting duty; on one occasion being chased by 
a British cruiser through Tangier Sound, he managed to 
make his retreat up the bay and falling in with a large 
Baltimore sloop, outward bound, which he had spoken to 
the day previous, he again hailed her to warn the sloop 
to return to Baltimore, but to his astonishment he soon 
discovered that she had been captured by an enemy's 
barge during the previous night; the captors hearing of 
Lieutenant Barney's brig being in the neighborhood, 
resorted to the stratagem of concealing their presence 
hoping to catch him unprepared, but they caught a tartar, 
for in a very few minutes he recaptured the sloop, not- 
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withstanding the rapid approach of the British cruiser 
and succeeded in bringing both vessels back to Balti- 
more. On March 31, the Virginia, Captain J. Nichol- 
son, attempted to get to sea, but unfortunately, dur- 
ing the night, the pilot ran her on the shoals near the 
Capes by which she lost her rudder, and became un- 
manageable, at daylight, three British frigates were found 
at anchor, only a short distance away. Captain Nichol- 
son took his papers and immediately abandoned the ship 
escaping to shore, leaving Lieutenant Barney in command, 
who to prevent her falling into the hands of the enemy, 
ordered the cable to be cut so as to run her ashore at 
Cape Henry, but in this, he was overruled by the other 
lieutenants and pilot and the British soon gained posses- 
sion of the stranded frigate, her crew was distributed 
among the different ships of the squadron: Lieutenant 
Barney being taken to the Emerald, Captain Caldwell, 
while his brother, William Barney, who commanded the 
marines on the Virginia was released and permitted to re- 
turn to Baltimore in exchange for the British officer, cap- 
tured by Lieutenant Barney a few days previous. 

During the summer, Lieutenant Barney together with 
a number of other captured Americans was sent to New 
York on board the 64 gun St. Albans, commanded by 
Captain Onslow; during the trip Barney concocted a 
scheme to seize the ship, but it fell through, on account 
of the treachery of a Frenchman, who revealed the plan 
to Captain Onslow. Upon arrival at New York, the 
prisoners were transferred to the notorious prison ship, 
upon which he had to endure every kind of indignity and 
suffering until the arrival of Admiral Byron, sent to re- 
lieve Lord Howe. Admiral Byron had Barney removed 
to his own flag-ship the Ardent of 64 guns, where he was 
treated most hospitably by the Admiral, until his ex- 
change the latter end of August; regaining his liberty he 
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repaired back to Baltimore for a brief visit to his family 
home, there being no demand for many officers at this 
time, on account of the few United States vessels. Bar- 
ney at the solicitation of one of his Baltimore friends 
took command of a small schooner, armed with two guns 
and a crew of eight men, loaded with tobacco for St. 
Eustatia but on going down the bay, the schooner was 
captured by an English privateer after a running fight, 
Barney and five of his crew escaping to the Eastern shore, 
whence he returned to Baltimore, here he subsequently 
met his old commander, Captain Isaiah Robinson, who was 
equipping a fine ship under a letter of marque, at Alex- 
andria, Virginia, his offer to Barney to join as first lieu- 
tenant was accepted, the ship mounting 12 guns, left 
Alexandria, on February, 1779, having only thirty-five 
men as crew, half the required number, with a cargo of 
tobacco, bound for Bordeaux, France. The third day 
after leaving the capes they found a vessel in chase, 
flying British colors, which during the night caught up 
with them, upon hoisting the American flag their sur- 
render was demanded, a broadside was the answer, the 
fight was kept up at intervals during the night and at 
dawn they discovered their adversary, to be the British 
brig Rosebud of 16 guns, the conflict was renewed and the 
enemy finally beaten off with a loss of 47 men, as was 
afterwards ascertained. Without further mishap they 
reached Bordeaux, where after disposing profitably of 
their tobacco and taking a cargo of brandy, they renewed 
their armament with 18 six pounders, increasing their 
crew to 70 men they sailed in the early August from 
Bordeaux, for Philadelphia, in mid ocean they encountered 
an English privateer of 16 guns, nines and sixes, 
which after a conflict lasting a couple of days, was cap- 
tured: Barney taking command of the prize, they sailed 
together arriving in Philadelphia in October, 1779. 
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During the winter of 1779-80 Lieutenant Barney took a 
well earned repose, alternating his time between his 
relatives in Baltimore and the friends he had made in 
Philadelphia. In the latter city he was a frequent visitor 
at the residence of Alderman Gunning Bedford, attracted 
thereto by his daughter, a young lady of great beauty and 
accomplishments, he pressed his suit with ardor and with 
the full approval of the family he led Miss Ann Bedford 
to the altar on March 16th, 1780. They spent their 
honeymoon in Philadelphia, until the following month, 
they visited the bride's brother, a resident of Dover, Del- 
aware. Returning to Philadelphia he submitted this 
memorial to Congress: 

Papers of the Continental Congress 
memorials 

To the Honorable the De'egates of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled. 

The Memorial of Joshua Barney most respectfully showeth 
That your Memorialist hath served four Years as a Lieutenant 
in the Navy in the service of America during fifteen months of 
which time he hath been a Prisoner with the Enemyes, That he 
hath borne that Rank on Board a Ship having more than twenty 
guns and is at present directed to take the Rank of first Lieuten- 
ant on Board the Saratoga a Vessel of inferior force. — That by a 
resolve of your Honours the Pay of officers are reduced in propor- 
tion to his Reduction in point of Rank on Board the Vessels of 
several Force, That two Years* Pay is due to your petitioner 
for his former Services which in the present depressed State of 
the Currency is not worth his Acceptance. — That Application 
hath been made to the Board of Admiralty and no Satisfaction 
can be obtained from that Quarter without an order from your 
Honours. He therefore prays your Honours would fix his Rank 
and ascertain the pay he shall receive. 

Joshua Barney, Lt. 
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Philadelphia, July 26th., 1780 
N.O. July 26th, 1780 
The Memorial of Joshua Barney 
Read July 26th, 1780. Referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

Report of Committees 

Admiralty Office, 1st August 1780. 

The Board of Admiralty to whom was referred the memorial 
of Lieut. Barney of the Navy beg leave to report their opinion. 

That any Officer who by virtue of his Commission or 
Warrant, hath served or hereafter shall serve on board any Ship 
of War of twenty guns and upwards belonging to the Navy of 
these States, and shall thereafter serve in the same rank on board 
any other Vessel of War of inferior force, such Officer shall 
receive the same pay as he was entitled to when serving in a 
Ship of twenty Guns and upwards, any resolution to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

(By order) 

Fred Lewis, 
Order of Admiralty, 

Passed August 7th, 1780. 

The report was favorable; he was ordered to report 
for duty on board the United States Ship Saratoga of 
18 nine pounders, commanded by Captain John Young. 
Proceeding to sea October 8th, they fell in with the 
Elizabeth an enemy's brig of 12 guns which was taken in 
a few minutes. On the following day, October 9th, 
they encountered three British vessels apparently heavily 
armed, a ship and two brigs. 

Captain Young hoisted British colors, ran alongside 
of the ship, hailing her, then dropping the British colors, 
he ran up the Stars and Stripes, fired a broadside, threw 
her grapnels upon the enemy's ship Charming Molly and 
50 men headed by Lieutenant Barney jumped on board: 
the conflict was fierce while it lasted, but victory speedily 
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crowned their efforts, they were masters of a ship carry- 
ing 22 guns, the prisoners were rapidly transferred to the 
Saratoga, Barney with a part of his boarders remaining 
in possession of the prize, meanwhile the two brigs Nancy 

and attempting escape, were quickly overhauled 

and captured after a short resistance, thus in the course 
of two days the gallant Saratoga became mistress of one 
fine ship and three brigs, carrying 52 guns, and over two 
hundred men, with most valuable cargoes. Captain 
Young determined to return at once to Philadelphia 
with his four prizes, Barney received orders to steer for 
the Delaware: At night he made the startling discovery 
that he had five feet of water in the hold, constantly 
gaining, in spite of the pumps; his signal of distress was 
seen by Captain Young and help promised by daylight, 
but the goddess of war is fickle, by sunrise a British 
ship of the line, accompanied by three frigates, was in chase 
and before many hours elapsed, all of the four prizes 
were recaptured by the enemy and Barney was a prisoner 
on the Intrepid — 74 guns, the Saratoga escaped, but 
presumably foundered later on with her entire crew, as 
she was never heard of. 

In his journal, Lieutenant Barney stigmatizes the 
commander of the Intrepid, A. J. Pye Malloy, "as the 
greatest tyrant in the British Navy," Barney's treat- 
ment on board this ship was of the cruelest character, 
compelled to remain on deck, scantily clothed and no bed- 
ding, exposed to severe storms without shelter, here he was 
kept even after her arrival in New York, until late in De- 
cember, 1780, by order of Admiral Rodney he with 70 other 
American officers, were transferred to the Yarmouth, 74 
guns, bound for England to "be hanged as rebels" so they 
were told ; the quarters assigned were in the hold, under 
five decks, at least 30 feet below the water line "the area 
being only 12 feet by 20 feet and the height only 5 feet, 
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without light and almost without air, compelling the 
prisoners to remain always in a bent or recumbent po- 
sition' ' their food insufficient in quantity and of the 
worst quality. Whenever a death occurred the survivors 
concealed the fact so as to retain the ration, until the re- 
mains became so offensive that the condition became 
unbearable, creating a pestilence that carried off eleven 
of the number; the record goes on to state that upon 
their arrival at Plymouth fifty-three days after their de- 
parture from New York, not one of the remaining prison- 
ers was able to stand erect, and their physical condition 
indescribable: they were immediately removed to a 
prison ship in Plymouth Roads, which crowded and filthy 
as it was, was welcomed as a paradise; as soon as they 
were able to walk they were taken ashore, under a strong 
military guard to be tried before a tribunal, here they 
were interrogated by the judges, regarding their revolt 
against His Most Gracious Majesty, etc., and then were 
committed to Mill Prison as "Rebels." This massive 
building was surrounded by high walls patrolled by armed 
sentries, many bold attempts at escape were frustrated 
until Lieutenant Barney affected to have injured his 
ankle so that he had to use crutches, thus lulling the sus- 
picions of his jailors; he had meanwhile gained the good 
will of one of the guards, who supplied him with the un- 
dress uniform of an English officer, and with the assist- 
ance of this soldier, aided by some of the prisoners who 
answered to his name at roll call he seized the opportune 
moment, at dinner time on May 18, 1781, when his soldier 
friend was on sentinel duty, to scale the inner wall, then 
walking boldly through the outer gate, in ten minutes 
time was safe in the house of a known American sympa- 
thizer, in the town; at nightfall he was taken to a 
clergyman's house, where he met two Maryland friends, 
Colonel Wm. Richardson and Doctor Hindman, both 
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from the Eastern Shore, who had unfortunately been 
passengers on a captured vessel and who were now with 
their servants abiding a chance to return to America. 
Barney proposed to buy a small fishing smack which he 
would navigate and make their way to the coast of France, 
the plan was adopted and that night put into action: they 
made rapid progress, notwithstanding he could receive no 
assistance from the other three who were helpless with mal- 
de-mer: they passed the cruising fleet (British) and were 
congratulating themselves on their good fortune, when 
they were overhauled by a Guernsey privateer, an officer 
quickly boarded and stared at the sight of an English 
officer in such a boat. Barney at once informed him that 
he was engaged on a secret mission for the government. 
"Your business then" cried the officer — "That I cannot 
disclose "answered Barney, "but sir, I must not be de- 
tained, the business is urgent, you must suffer me to pro- 
ceed, or you will, perhaps, have cause to regret it." 
The officer returned to his ship and reported the case to 
his captain, who then, too, came aboard the smack, and 
demanded some proof of Barney that he was on public 
business, this information was declined, whereupon the 
captain stated, that he would be under the necessity 
of carrying him back to England. "Do as you please, 
sir," retorted Barney, "but remember it is at your peril, 
but if you persist in interrupting my voyage, I must de- 
mand of you to carry me directly on board Admiral Digby's 
ship at Plymouth. " This was agreed to, and the captain 
left an officer and two men on board the smack with 
orders to follow him to Plymouth; the following morning, 
they entered a small bay, about two leagues from Ply- 
mouth, when the two boats came to anchor. The Cap- 
tain went off to report the case to the Admiral and other 
members of the crew went ashore. At the dinner hour, 
while walking the deck, Barney noticed the small boat 
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lying at the stern, he slipped down into it, cut the rope, 
and sculled himself to shore, without being perceived by 
anyone on board the privateer, to which vessel the Ameri- 
cans had been taken the day previous: upon landing he 
was hailed by some of the lounging inhabitants of the 
village, called Cousen, located on the bay: Barney 
jumped boldly out of the boat, and called upon some of 
them ' 'to lend a hand to haul her up on the beach, " "Ay, 
ay, sir," was the ready answer : ' ' Where did you catch her, 
what has she aboard?" inquired a custom house officer, 
joining them. Barney, alert, replied "Pray, sir, can you 
tell me where our people are? " "I think you'll find them 
at the Red Lion, the very last house in the village." 
"Thank you, sir." Barney hastened on, but in another 
direction, and after some heartbreaking experiences by 
night, he was once more safe in the clergyman's house at 
Plymouth; meanwhile his escape was discovered and the 
whole town of Plymouth alarmed, when the prison bell 
tolled, announcing the escape of a prisoner; soon the town 
crier passed the house proclaiming in loudest tones, "five 
guineas reward for the apprehension of Joshua Barney, a 
rebel deserter from Mill Prison, etc. After three days, he 
was furnished with means and enabled to leave Plymouth 
in disguise, in a post chaise, for Exeter then to Bristol, 
where he remained a couple of weeks with the American 
agent, there; then by his advice, as the safest plan, he 
proceeded by easy stages to London, being given the ad- 
dresses of those friendly to the cause. Barney tarried 
six weeks in London, viewing all points of interest; he 
paid a visit to Lady Grant, the sister of Barney's mother- 
in-law, who was very gracious until she learned he was 
an escaped prisoner of war, which so alarmed her, that 
offering him a purse of gold, she told him to leave London 
immed ately. Learning that an excellent opportunity to 
get to the continent was by the way of Margate he took 
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that route and boarded a packet, the Yarmouth lying at 
the Margate pier, bound for Ostend, which in a short 
while started for her destination. The vessel was crowded 
with passengers, the sea was rough and Barney ever 
solicitous for the comfort of others, was able to show 
considerable attention to a young Italian lady of station, 
who was overpowered with the dreaded sea sickness, 
and who fully appreciating his kindness, arriving at 
Ostend, invited him to share her carriage to Brussels; 
this proposition was accepted with alacrity, Barney 
proved such a charming travelling companion, that upon 
reaching Brussels when the carriage drew up before the 
imperial palace, she insisted upon Barney's entering the 
building, and in a few minutes they were ushered into the 
audience chamber and the lady introduced Lieutenant 
Barney to Emperor Joseph II, of Austria, the son of Maria 
Theresa, telling his majesty of the friendly attention be- 
stowed upon her by the American Captain: what the 
Emperor said to Barney, he could not understand, not 
being familiar with the language, only realizing it was 
some gracious sentiment, Barney then took leave of the 
fair lady. 

His journal does not give any further details: he stopped 
five days at Brussels, then resuming his journey, he passed 
through Antwerp, Rotterdam and the Hague, from that 
city to Amsterdam, here he enjoyed the honor of calling 
upon his distinguished countryman, John Adams, the 
Minister Plenipotentiary from the United States to Hol- 
land; Barney's fame was not unknown to Mr. Adams who 
listened eagerly to the lieutenant's recital of his adventures 
after his capture by the Intrepid, and who in return com- 
plimented Barney in the most flattering terms: Mr. Adams 
told him that there was an American frigate in port, 
directed to sail in a few days, and at his request, gave him 
a letter to her commander, Commodore Gillon, requesting 
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passage in his behalf: he boarded the frigate South Caro- 
lina, she was owned by the state of South Carolina; the 
commodore promised him a passage, but stated she would 
not sail for some weeks, which time Barney employed 
to gain some knowledge of the Dutch tongue as he was 
already acquainted with French. In July, 1781, he went 
on board the fine ship, mounting 44 guns and she sailed, 
but not directly to the United States, on the contrary 
she cruised along the coasts of Scotland and Ireland, 
hunting for prey; they were several weeks under way, 
before they were rewarded for their trouble, when they 
captured a privateer brig: the South Carolina then sailed 
to Corunna, Spain, where Lieutenant Barney, and several 
others left her: in this port he fortunately found a Massa- 
chusetts privateer, Cicero, Captain Hill, who gladly con- 
sented to give him a passage to Beverly, where they arrived 
late in December, here he was tempted by Messrs. Cabot, 
the leading merchants, with the offer of the command of 
their fine privateer ship, carrying 20 guns, with the privi- 
lege of selecting his own cruising grounds but our young 
friend remembered that he had a young wife in Philadel- 
phia, and while his professional pride was flattered, with 
the proposition, he declined the honor, and started home- 
wards; upon his arrival at Boston, his further progress was 
impeded by violent snow storms of several weeks duration; 
at Boston he unexpectedly met some of his brother 
officers, who had been fellow prisoners at Plymouth, it was 
a joyful reunion and these gentlemen became his generous 
hosts, he was introduced to the sturdy patriots John Han- 
cock and Samuel Adams, everyone he met, knew of his 
valiant deeds, so the days passed pleasantly enough, until 
the weather moderating, he was able to continue his 
journey to Philadelphia, where he arrived March 21, 1782. 
Hotne again he rushed to greet his "dear one'' when after 
loving embraces, his delighted wife had the joy of intro- 
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ducing a young talkative stranger, "William Barney/ ' to 
his father Lieutenant Barney. 

At the time of Lieutenant Barney's return to his little 
family, the Delaware Bay and River were infested by a 
number of British men-of-war and privateers, fitted out at 
New York, which were committing extensive depreda- 
tions not only upon the commerce of Philadelphia, but also 
upon the peaceable inhabitants along the shores of every 
stream that emptied into these waters; in order to protect 
these citizens, which the general government was unable 
to do, the State of Pennsylvania determined to fit out 
at its own expense, a number of armed vessels, the opera- 
tions of which were to be confined within the bounds of 
the home waters. Five days after Lieutenant Barney's 
arrival in Philadelphia, he was honored with the offer of 
the command of the Ryder Ali, 100 tons, mounting 16 
six-pounders, with a crew of 1 10 men. He accepted the posi- 
tion without hesitation, with the instruction to keep the 
navigation of the river and the bay open, and drive off 
privateers and other small cruisers, but not to venture out 
to sea. He assumed immediate command and under his 
active and intelligent supervision, she was promptly 
equipped and well manned, so that on the 8th day of April 
1782, only eighteen days after the happy reunion of his 
family, the Hyder All started to convoy a fleet of mer- 
chantmen to the Capes. The convoy dropped down to 
Cape May road, and while lying there, waiting for a 
favorable wind, two ships and a brig were discovered 
in readiness to pounce down upon them. Captain Barney, 
seeing these vessels were part of the enemy's force, made 
the signals to his convoy to get under way immediately 
and return up the bay. Captain Barney kept astern 
of his convoy, noticing that the brig and one of the vessels 
were following him into the Cape May Channel while the 
other ship (a frigate) was manoeuvring to run ahead by 



Welter: Commodore Joshua Barney. 95 

the other channel, so as to prevent the progress of the con- 
voy up the Bay; he resorted to the desperate plan of en- 
gaging the enemy without delay determined to save the 
convoy, even at the sacrifice of the Hyder Ali; the first 
enemy to come up with him was the brig, she gave him 
a broadside and then passed on. Barney reserved fire, 
waiting for the larger vessel, which approached within 
pistol shot distance without firing; immediately the 
Hyder Ali opened her ports, delivering a well directed 
broadside; the enemy closed, showing a disposition to 
board; Barney gave a secret order to his helmsman, to 
reverse the next order, that is to act just contrary to the 
expressed order, then seizing his trumpet, Captain Barney 
yelled at the top of his voice, "Hard, a port your helm 
do you want him to run aboard of us." The quick witted 
helmsman understood his cue, and clapped his helm hard a 
starboard, by which admirable manceuver, the enemy's jib- 
boom caught in the fore rigging of the Hyder Ali and there 
remained entangled during the short but glorious action 
that ensued. The Hyder Ali thus acquired a raking 
position, which she used to its fullest advantage, with 
inconceivable rapidity she poured her fire into the en- 
tangled ship, more then twenty broadsides were fired in 
twenty-six minutes, not a shot missed, entering at the 
starboard bow, passing through the larboard quarter, 
the grape, cannister and round shot, all counted and in 
less than half an hour from the time, the first gun was fired, 
all resistance had ceased and the ship surrendered: no time 
could be spared as the frigate was rapidly approaching, 
Captain Barney sent his first lieutenant and 35 men to 
take possession, he ordered him to make all sail and push 
up the bay, after the convoy while he covered the rear. 
The British brig Fair American seeing that the ship had 
struck and that the victor was steering up the channel 
towards her, ran aground to avoid capture. 
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Barney kept the Hyder Alt far in the rear of his prize, 
not that he was particularly anxious for a fight with the 
frigate, the Quebec, but so as to gain time for his prize to 
retreat to safety. The frigate continued the chase for 
a considerable distance up the Bay, then towards evening 
dropped her anchor, making a signal to the " prize 7 ' ship to 
continue after the convoy, not believing for one moment 
that she was a captive. It was only after the frigate aban- 
doned the chase, that Captain Barney hailed his prize to 
ascertain her character, when to his intense gratification, 
he found she was His Majesty's ship, the General Monk, 
mounting 20 nine-pounders with a crew of 136 men, under 
the command of Captain Rodgers, R. N., nearly double 
his own force of metal, and one-fourth superior in men. 
The General Monk lost 53 men killed and wounded, 
while the total loss on the Hyder Alt, was 4 killed 
and 11 wounded. The capture was specially pleasing 
to Captain Barney considering it a retribution, as the 
General Monk was a former American privateer captured 
by Admiral Aubuthnot, when she sailed under the name of 
General Washington. Barney's brother-in-law, Joseph 
Bedford, was a volunteer on the Hyder Ali covering him- 
self with great credit, by his gallantry. 

At Chester, Captain Barney left the Hyder Ali and 
proceeded in the prize to Philadelphia that he might give 
proper attention to the wounded prisoners. 

J. Fenimore Cooper in his Naval History of the United 
States in vol. 1., p. 237, says, "This action has been justly 
deemed one of the most brilliant that ever occurred under 
the American flag. It was fought in the presence of a 
vastly superior force that was not engaged, and the ship 
taken, was in every essential respect, superior to her con- 
queror, the disproportion in metal between a 6-pounder and 
a 9-pounder is one half, and the General Monk, besides 
being a heavier and larger ship, had the most men. Both 
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vessels appeared before Philadelphia a few hours after the 
action, bringing their dead with them, and most of the 
leading facts were known to the entire community of the 
place. The steadiness with which Captain Barney pro- 
tected his convoy, the gallantry with which he covered the 
retreat of his prize, are all deserving of high praise. 
Throughout the whole affair, this officer discovered the 
qualities of a great naval captain; failing in no essential 
of that distinguished character/ ' Returning at once to 
Chester, Captain Barney proceeded at once again down the 
Bay, to examine the prospects of getting his convoy to 
sea, during the trip he captured an enemy schooner, 
called the "Hook'em Snivey" and meeting no other obsta- 
cles returned to Philadelphia with his additional prize, 
to enjoy the triumphal welcome prepared for him. 

An interesting feature of the history of this brilliant 
affair, probably not known to a great many, is that a 
painting, by no means destitute of merit, representing 
the action between the Ryder Alt and the General Monk, 
was executed in Paris, by order of Commodore Barney, 
while in the service of the French Republic, and presented 
by him on his return to the United States to Robert Smith, 
Esq., then Secretary of the Navy. The painting was ac- 
companied by a description, in the handwriting of Com- 
modore Barney, of which the following is a copy: "This 
action took place at the entrance of the Delaware Bay, 
April 8, 1782. On the left of the painting, appears 
Cape Henlopen Light House, and on the right the point 
of Cape May. In the centre are represented the Hyder 
Alt and the General Monk engaged, the latter in the act 
of striking her colours. The Hyder Alt mounted 16 
guns, 6 pounders and had 110 men, the Monk 20 guns, 9 
pounders, with 136 men, the former had four men killed 
and eleven wounded, the latter 20 killed and 33 wounded. 
The action lasted twenty-six minutes. The frigate in the 
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foreground is the Quebec, which not finding sufficient 
water in the Cape May channel, was obliged to go round 
the shoals, called the Over-Falls, in order to get into the 
Bay, during which time the action took place. To the 
right of the ships engaged, the brig Fair- American, of 
16 guns, after firing a broadside in the Ryder Alt in 
passing her, which was not returned, is seen chasing and 
firing at one of her convoy, that, in endeavoring to escape 
by getting to sea, ran ashore, when the crew abandoned her. 
The brig to the right of the frigate is likewise an American, 
and one of the convoy; she got aground on the over-falls, 
and was taken possesssion of, after some resistance, by an 
armed boat from the Monk. The vessels at a distance, in 
the background are the convoy of the Ryder Alt standing 
up the bay. The white water between the frigate and the 
brig, aground, represents the Over-Falls." 

The legislature of Pennsylvania passed a vote of thanks 
to him and ordered an elegant gold hilted sword to be made 
specially and which was afterwards presented to him, in 
the name of the state by Governor Dickinson; one side 
of the guard of the sword had a representation of the 
Ryder Ali and the other — the General Monk, the latter 
ship in the act of striking her flag. The brilliant victory 
was commemorated in ballad and song everywhere, and 
the name of the heroic Barney, was on every tongue. 

That it was his first intention to continue in command of 
the Ryder Ali is confirmed by the following bond which 
had been duly prepared and executed by Francis Gurney, 
Merchant, but which lacks the signature of Joshua Barney, 
Mariner. (The original is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress in the Library of Congress, Division of Manu- 
scripts Naval Records of the American Revolution, 1775 
to 1788, Letters of Marque Volume 1, at page 6.) 
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The Papers of the Continental Congress 

Letters of Marque, Volume 1, Page 6. 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that we, Francis 
Gurney, Merchant, and Joshua Barney, Mariner, of the City of 
Philadelphia, are held and firmly bound to Michael Hillegas, 
Esq., Treasurer of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, in the penalty of Twenty Thousand Spanish milled 
dollars, or other money equivalent thereto, to be paid the said 
Michael Hillegas — Treasurer as aforesaid or to his successor in 
office. To which payment, well and truly to be made and done, 
We bind ourselves our Heirs, Executors and Administrators, 
jointly and severally, firmly by these presents, Sealed with our 
seals and dated the twenty seventh day of April in the year of our 
Lord 1782 and in the sixth year of the Independence of the 
United States of America. 

The Condition of the Obligation is such, that whereas the 
above bounden Joshua Barney Master and Com- 
mander of the said Ship called belonging to 

mounting eighteen carriage guns, and navigated by one hundred 
and twenty men, who hath applied for, and received a commis- 
sion, bearing date with these presents, licensing and authorizing 
him to fit out and set forth the said Ship, in a warlike manner, 
and by and with the said Ship and the Officers and Crew thereof, 
by force of arms to attack, subdue, seize and take all ships, 
vessels and goods, belonging to the King or Crown of Great 
Britain, or to his subjects or others inhabiting within any of the 
territories or possessions of the aforesaid King of Great Britain, 
and any other ships or vessels, goods, wares and merchandises, 
to whomsoever belonging, which are or shall be declared to 
be the subjects of capture, by any Ordinance of the U. S. in 
Congress assembled, or which are so deemed by the Law of 
Nations. 

If therefore the said Joshua Barney shall not exceed or trans- 
gress the powers and authorities given and granted to him in 
and by the said commission or which are or shall be given and 
granted to him in and by the said commission by any Ordinance, 
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Acts, or instructions of the United States in Congress assembled, 
but shall in all things govern and conduct himself as Master and 
Commander of the said Ship and the Officers and Crew belonging 
to the same, by and according to the said Commission, Ordinance 
Acts and Instructions, and any treaties subsisting or which may 
subsist between the United States in Congress assembled, and 
any Prince, Power or Potentate whatever; and shall not violate 
the law of nations or the rights of Neutral Powers, or any of 
their subjects, and shall make reparation for all damages sus- 
tained by any misconduct or unwarrantable proceedings of 
himself or the officers or crew of the said ship then this obliga- 
tion to be void, otherwise to remain in full force. 

Francis Gurney (seal) 
(seal) 



Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of us. 



(On back a blank is unfilled calling for age, stature, hair, color 
of complexion.) 

1782 April 27th, Bond. 

Francis Gurney and 
Joshua Barney to 

Michael Hillegas, Esq. 

At the Public Sale of the General Monk, made soon 
after the capture the United States became the purchasers, 
her old name General Washington was restored and she 
was thoroughly refitted and armed with 20 guns; through 
the interest of Mr. Robert Morris, her command was 
given to Captain Barney under whose direction she was 
speedily placed in a condition of service. In addition to 
his open written orders, secret sealed instructions were 
given to him, not to be opened, until he reached a certain 
latitude at sea. 
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Philadelphia, 18th, May, 1782. 
Captain Joshua Barney, 

Sir, Immediately on receipt of this you will take the first 
prudent opportunity of proceeding to sea with the ship under 
your command. The packet which accompanies this is not to 
be opened until you get about forty leagues to sea, keeping as 
much to the eastward as circumstances will admit, always keep- 
ing the packet slung with weights sufficient to sink it in case of 
your falling in with an enemy of superior force: to this matter 
we request YOU TO PAY PARTICULAR ATTENTION as 
the despatches ARE OF THE UTMOST CONSEQUENCE. 
When you are clear of the land the distance above mentioned, 
you will then open such packages as are directed to yourself, 
among which, you will find instructions from the Honorable 
Robert Morris, Superintendent of Finance for the United States 
of America, whose directions and orders you are as strictly to 
observe and obey, as if they were from us. 

We flatter ourselves that every exertion will be used on your 
part to render this business effectual, and should you be for- 
tunate enough to succeed in this matter, it cannot fail of reflect- 
ing great honor upon yourself. 

Should you be in want of any necessaries or supplies while 
abroad, you will draw on us for the amount. 

We wish you a great deal of happiness, 
And are, Sir, (signed) 
Your most humble servants, 

John Patton, 
Francis Gurney, 
William Allisbone. 

Letter from Hon. Robert Morris to Captain Barney. 

Marine Office, 18th May, 1782. 

Sir : I expect that when you open these instructions, you will 
be clear of the Capes, and I hope with a prospect of escaping 
from the enemy's cruisers; but should you unfortunately be 
taken, you must sink you despatches, which you will keep in 
readiness for that purpose. 
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You are to proceed directly to cape Francois in Hispaniola, and 
if the French and Spanish fleets should not be there, you must 
proceed to the place where they may be; and when you shall 
have found them, you are to deliver to the French and Spanish 
Admirals, the following letters. I expect that in consequence of 
these letters, a frigate will be ordered to convoy you to Havana, 
and thence to America. You will go to the Havana, where you 
will deliver the enclosed letter to Robert Smith Esq., Agent for 
the United States at that place. You will also inform all per- 
sons concerned in the American Trade, that you are bound for 
such port of the United States as you may be able to make, 
and you will take on board your ship, on freight, any moneys 
which they may think proper to ship, but no goods or merchan- 
dize of any kind. For the moneys you are to charge a freight of 
two per cent, one half of which you shall have, the other is to 
be applied to the expense of your voyage. If a frigate is granted 
by the French admiral to convoy you, the captain will be in- 
structed by the admiral to receive any moneys which may be 
thought proper to put on board him. I should suppose that by 
dividing the risk, or shipping a part on board of each, there will 
be greater safety than by putting all on one bottom. You are 
to stay as short a time as possible at the Havana, and then in 
company with the frigate, make the best of your way to some 
port of the United States. This port of Baltimore would be the 
best but you must be guided by your own discretion on the oc- 
casion, together with such information as you may be able to 
procure. It is not improbable that a stronger escort than one 
frigate may be granted, in which case you will find a greater 
security, and a division of the money among many will multiply 
the chance for receiving it, YOU ARE ON NO ACCOUNT TO 
RISK YOUR SHIP OR DELAY YOUR VOYAGE BY CHAS- 
ING VESSELS, MAKING PRIZES OR ENGAGING unless 
in the last necessity, and I am Confident you will do your duty, 
SO AS TO COMMAND AGAIN THE APPLAUSE OF YOU R 
COUNTRY. 

I wish you a prosperous voyage and a speedy return, and am 
Sir 

Your most obedient servant 
Robert Morris. 
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P.S. Messrs Stephen and Ange' Ceronio., at Cape Francois, 
will assist you with their advice, and supply what maybe wanted 
for the service of your ship at the Fort. Mr. Robert Smith at 
the Havana, or in case of his absence, the person who transacts 
his business, will do the same at that port. 

R.M. 
Captain Barney. 

He sailed from Philadelphia in company with fifteen 
others vessels, all letters of marque, bound to sea, or 
cruisers on commercial expeditions and all under his con- 
voy — so that he was now fairly entitled to be called Com- 
modore, as in fact he was from this period. 

Upon reaching the Capes, three frigates were discovered 
in the offing which alarmed his convoy and everyone of 
the vessels returned up the Bay, excepting the Commodore 
who in the night, proceeded to sea. The following morn- 
ing he opened his sealed letter of instructions from Mr. 
Morris, ordering him to proceed to Cape Francois which 
accompanied the written orders he had received from the 
Commissioners; he readily realized the importance of his 
mission, to carry so large a sum as $600,000.00 to replenish 
the depleted treasury, it was a personal tribute, to be 
selected for this purpose, yet he chafed under the prohibi- 
tory clause, "You are on no account to risk your ship or 
delay your voyage by chasing vessels, making prizes or 
engaging, unless in the last necessity; and then I am con- 
fident you will do your duty, so as to command again the 
applause of your country." 

Barney, being a man of action, did not relish the idea 
of avoiding a fight so when off Turk's Island, he fell in 
with a British brig of 16 guns, he gave chase, because it 
did not take him out of his course, therefore could not 
delay his voyage but owing to an accident to the Washing- 
ton, this brig managed to get away, but Barney received 
consolation the next morning when he captured an enemy's 
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brig with a cargo of rum. Then with this prize, he reached 
Cape Francois, without further incident; upon arrival he 
delivered his letters to the two officers in command of the 
Spanish and the remnant of the French fleet; he then sold 
his prize and cargo, distributing the prize money among 
the crew, escorted by the Eveilles a French 64 gun ship, 
he made Havana in four days, here he received on board 
the Washington about $600,000.00 in specie and finding a 
number of American merchantmen anxious to reach home 
he consented to act as convoy and in obedience to instruc- 
tions, he weighed anchor, for the United States. 

The French ship continued in his company until they 
arrived off the mouth of the Chesapeake, where seeing his 
convoy enter in it in safety, he proceeded northward, but in 
a short time soon discovered a British line of battle ship 
and two frigates in chase, after a short running fight Barney 
and his consort crowded sail and that afternoon managed 
to reach Delaware Bay, where the Washington parted 
company with his French escort. Sailing up the bay, 
about 3 o'clock a.m., he noticed a crowd of masts ahead, 
he ordered his men to quarters, directed all the guns to be 
loaded with grape and cannister and then steered boldly 
into the midst of the boats, dropped anchor and opened fire 
on both sides, instinctively knowing they were the pirati- 
cal Refugees that were the bane of the surrounding waters: 
he sank one vessel with 60 men, captured several others 
and retook five American vessels which they had recently 
captured; only two of the brigs escaped so seriously dam- 
aged that they were of no further annoyance: Barney 
weighed anchor immediately and with his prizes continued 
up the bay; at daylight he noticed a number of vessels 
ahead of him and to his surprise found them to be the 
same fleet he had convoyed from Philadelphia, thirty 
days before : though all armed, they had feared to venture 
out on account of a blockading British squadron, through 
which the Washington had just passed, without being 
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detected: the following day she arrived at Philadelphia 
where Captain Barney was warmly welcomed and heartily 
congratulated by Robert Morris, who was " Agent of 
Marine" as well as Superintendent of Finance, upon the 
successful execution of his mission. Mr. Morris could 
hardly believe it possible that the trip to Cape Francois, 
then to Havana and back to Philadelphia, could be accom- 
plished within 35 days; the money landed and the pris- 
oners disposed of, left Captain Barney the desired oppor- 
tunity to rejoin his family. 

The prompt and able manner in which he had carried 
out the last enterprise, soon induced Mr. Morris to select 
him, Captain Barney, to deliver important despatches to 
our minister at Paris, his instructions were as follows: 

Marine Office, 7th October, 1782 

Sir: With this you will receive sundry letters, which you 
will make up in such manner, that in case of capture they may be 
sunk before you strike your colours. I hope, however that you 
may receive a happier fate. You will make the first port which 
you can arrive at in Europe. France will be better than any 
other port. The various letters which may be directed to pri- 
vate individuals you will put in the Post Office, but the public 
letters you will yourself take charge of, and proceed with all 
possible expedition to Paris where you will deliver them. In- 
closed are letters of introduction. Any expense for the ship will 
be defrayed by Mr. Barclay, the American Consul to whom you 
will apply for that purpose. If you will arrive at L'Orient, will 
probably find him there. You will take Mr. Franklin's orders 
after you get to France for your departure and destination. He 
may perhaps direct you to call at some port in the West Indies, 
in which case he will give you ample instructions. 

As your safe and speedy arrival is of great importance, you will 
take care not to chase any vessel, but to avoid as much as possi- 
ble everything which can either delay or endanger you. 

I hope your expenditures in Europe may be moderate, for 
we can ill afford any which are unnecessary, I trust that your 
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continuance there will be but short. You will show this letter to 
Mr. Franklin when you see him, and he will probably be able 
in some short time to determine your future movements. Should 
you return to America immediately, I think it will be safest, 
as the enemy are about to evacuate Charleston, and it wnl be in 
mid-winter when you arrive, that you should fall to the south- 
ward, and run up the coast into the Chesapeake, but of this you 
will determine according to your discretion, and be directed 
by circumstances as they arise. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant, 
Robert Morris. 
Captain Barney of the ship General Washington. 

The French Ambassador to the United States, Mr. 
Lucerne, received permission from Mr. Morris, to send 
his secretary, Mr. Laford on the Washington, as a passen- 
ger. Captain Barney sailed the same day he was handed 
the letter, eluding the British squadron, at the mouth of the 
Delaware, he arrived safely at L' Orient, in seventeen days; 
he left his ship and started within an hour for Paris, meet- 
ing Dr. Benjamin Franklin at his residence at Passy who 
complimented him highly upon his efficient celerity of 
movement and insisted upon Barney remaining to dinner, 
during which repast, the venerable Doctor made him fight 
all his battles over again. Dr. Franklin told his young 
visitor that he would present him at Court on the follow- 
ing evening, " after that my young hero," continued the 
good humored old philosopher, "y° u must be back to 1/ 
Orient with your accustomed speed; for you have a large 
sum of money to carry home with you, which our good 
friend the King has lent us and you must be on board your 
ship to receive it — now good night, and God bless you." 
At Paris, Captain Barney found his old friend, Mr. John 
Adams, who together with John Jay and Henry Laurens, 
had been appointed with Dr. Franklin, to act as Commis- 
sioners to negotiate peace with the British plenipoten- 
tiary. Mr. Adams received him cordially, introduced him 



Welter: Commodore Joshua Barney. 107 

to his colleague, and made the same offer to introduce him 
at Court, which he had already accepted from Dr. Frank- 
lin; he also met Count d'Estaing, Count Rochambeau and 
Marquis de la Fayette and others of equal prominence. 
At the appointed hour, he accompanied Dr. Franklin to 
Versailles, was presented to his majesty King Louis XVI 
and to the beautiful Queen, Marie Antoinette, whose 
cheek he had the honor of kissing; it was a most brilliant 
reception and a .scene ever to be remembered, in view of 
her sad death on the guillotine, eleven years later. Cap- 
tain Barney returned immediately to L'Orient, receiving 
there the promised money consisting of chests of gold and 
barrels of silver. A few days afterwards he was the recipi- 
ent of a letter from Dr. Franklin, from which the follow- 
ing is extracted, viz : 

Passy, December 5, 1782. 

"I have kept the express, hoping to have sent by him, our 
final letter. But the answer of the Court being not yet obtained, 
and the time when we may expect it being from some present 
circumstances very uncertain, I dismiss him, and shall send 
another when we are ready. In the meantime it may be agree- 
able, and of some use for you to know, that though peace between 
us and England is not concluded (and will not be until France 
and England are agreed) yet the preliminary articles are signed 
and you will have an English passport. J acquaint you with this 
in friendship, that if you have any little adventure on your own 
account you may save the insurance; but you will keep it to your- 
self for the present. Hold your ship ready, as we know not how 
soon we may be ready to dismiss you. With great regard I 
have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant. 

B. Franklin. 

P. S. Let me know what vessels are at L'Orient, bound to 
America, and when they sail. If any vessel for North America 

sails before you, send with her the enclosed for Mr. , and 

let me know by whom it goes. 
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Early in January, he received his dispatches accom- 
panied by a passport, under the sign manual of George III, 
the King of England, for the Ship General Washington 
belonging to the United States of North America. He 
received also at the same time another short letter from 
Franklin, telling him to keep secret the information he 
had given him and charging him by no means to suffer 
his ship to be visited by the English cruisers notwith- 
standing his passport, lest the large sum of money he 
had on board might tempt them to detain him — closing 
with best wishes for a good speedy passage and all good 
fortune. Detained by adverse winds, for several days, 
it was not until January 18, that he could leave the harbor 
and even then it was a dangerous undertaking. The pas- 
sage home was the worst he had ever experienced, seldom a 
day passed without bringing a cold northwest gale, accom- 
panied by snow and sleet, the decks covered with ice were 
barely passable, every mast and spar was sprung before 
land was visible on March 8th, fifty days sailing from 
L'Orient. He sighted the coast a little to the southward of 
the Delaware and in running along shore for the Capes he 
was chased by three ships; by keen strategy, he succeeded 
in entering the Bay, by the Cape May Channel, the scene 
of his former triumph and on March 12, he arrived safely 
at Philadelphia where he was received with open arms by 
the venerable Morris. Barney had brought the first intel- 
ligence to our government of what was transpiring at 
Paris, it excited such universal interest, that on the follow- 
ing day he was sent for by Congress and minutely ques- 
tioned, as to the source and extent of his information. He 
placed Dr. Franklin's confidential letter to him and the 
King of England's passport in the hands of the President, 
as comprising his whole information on the subject: it was 
noised around that Barney was the bearer of a treaty of 
peace and joy reigned in the whole community; in the 
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course of April a French sloop of war arrived with confir- 
mation of the joyful news, her captain producing a copy 
of the preliminary articles; then men, women and children, 
citizens and officials, all united in general thanksgiving, 
for the blessing of peace. 

Barney's family now engaged his attention, this had 
been augmented by the advent of his second son, Lewis, 
born a few weeks before his return home. Barney was 
permitted to enjoy the pleasure of his little family circle 
for three months, when he was again called to the com- 
mand of the General Washington and sent to Europe on 
official business, hostilities had ceased, the ship serving as 
a despatch boat, conveying as passengers a number of 
prominent officers as well as Major Jackson, one of Gen- 
eral Washington's private secretaries. The ship arrived 
at Plymouth in fourteen days from Philadelphia, at that 
time, the fastest passage on record, this town recalled the 
memory of his prison experiences, he hastened to visit 
his old kind friends who received him with the affectionate 
greetings of a son and brother, he entertained them sump- 
tuously on board his ship, including numbers of their 
friends, among the leading inhabitants of Plymouth, 
his journal recites — "This was one of the happiest days of 
my life" — The British officers on the station also called 
to pay their respects to him among them, the commanding 
Admiral: Barney could not resist, drawing comparison 
with his previous sojourn, in the town, only two years 
past. From Plymouth he sailed to Havre, then with all 
possible speed, he travelled to Paris, where he became a 
favored guest with the leaders of society. As soon as 
Dr. Franklin had completed his dispatches, Barney re- 
turned to Havre for the purpose of conveying Mr. Henry 
Laurens, one of the Commissioners to England, this accom- 
plished he started westward, reaching Philadelphia in the 
beginning of August. 
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The General Washington being the only ship which the 
United States had retained in the public service after the 
peace, she was kept busily employed. Captain John 
Paul Jones had appealed to Congress, immediately after 
the cessation of hostilities to be appointed Prize agent, 
to solicit under the direction of our Minister at the Court 
of Versailles, payment for all the prizes which had been 
taken in Europe under his command; Congress passed a 
resolution on November 1st, recommending Captain Jone3 
to our Minister in France and directing the Agent of 
Marine (Mr. Robert Morris) to provide him with a passage 
on the Washington. She was immediately placed in readi- 
ness by Captain Joshua Barney, and he again sailed from 
Philadelphia. The society of Cincinnati recently estab- 
lished (May 13th 1783, constitution adopted) by the officers 
of the Army and Navy (Captain Joshua Barney, was him- 
self a member of the Society for the State of Maryland) also 
embraced the same opportunity of sending Major Charles 
Pierre L'Enfant to France, for the purpose of attend- 
ing to certain affairs in which they were deeply interested, 
The Majorwas at this time agreat favorite with the Ameri- 
cans; a gallant officer: full of intelligence and professional 
zeal: and warmly attached to the cause of the United 
States Repossessed a proud and independent spirit, but was 
as sociable in his disposition as the gayest of his country- 
men. Captain Jones on the other hand, was quite reserved ; 
he told Barney that he desired to be landed at the nearest 
point in England, who expressed his astonishment that 
Jones would incur such a risk, knowing how detested he 
was in that country, but Jones persisted in his determina- 
tion, only requesting that Barney should convey his bag- 
gage to Havre where he could obtain it later on. Barney 
had a high regard for Jones, notwithstanding his eccen- 
tricities, having been associated with him in the New Pro- 
vidence expedition in 1776, he loved him for the chivalry 
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in his character, which so much resembled his own; he 
therefore complied with his request, and on the sixteenth 
day out he put him ashore at an obscure fishing village, 
then bent his sails for Havre which he reached two days 
later. Major L'Enfant wanted to take his friend Barney 
to Paris but his orders were explicit "wait at Havre" 
and he understood as well how to obey as to command. 
"But," said Major L'Enfant with emphasis, "what the 
devil will you do here? You will only have to say a word 
to good Franklin who — " but it was useless, Barney in- 
sisted he could pass three weeks at Havre, the time he 
was ordered to stay there, with as much pleasure as at 
Paris; to which the Major replied with a "Bah," and they 
parted. 

Doctor Franklin wrote to him, under date of December 
16, 1783. "// you come to Paris; I have a room and bed 
at your service, and shall be glad, you would accept of them" 
but even this generous invitation could not influence him, 
to violate orders. Barney received this welcome letter, 
too, from Captain Jones written at Paris. 

Paris, Dec. 16th, 1783. 
Dear Sir: — 

Two days after I reached this city I was happy to hear that 
you had safely arrived at La Havre — I am sorry however to find 
that you decline to come here where I should have taken sin- 
cere pleasure in contributing to make your hours pass agreeably 
— Mr. Franklin has just informed me that he writes you by this 
post, to forward the articles you have brought over for him by 
the Diligence. I must pray you to favor me by forwarding my 
little trunk that I left in your cabin, and a small case that is in 
the care of Mr. Fitzgerald, by the same conveyance with those 
articles for Mr. Franklin. Mr. Fitzgerald will favor me by 
putting cards on them directed as follows — A. Monsieur Paul 
Jones, Maison de M. La Chapelle. Boulevard Montmartre a 
Paris." At the same time you will oblige me by a letter of advice 
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that I may know when and where to send for them. I expect 
immediately to be presented to the King, and after that cere- 
mony, when I have had some conversation with the Ministers, 
I will write to Mr. Fitzgerald respecting the Prize money. In 
the meantime I pray him to take care of my cot and bedding. 
I am dear Sir, with great regard, 
Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

Paul Jones. 
Jos. Barney, Esq., Captain of the Washington. 

On the last day of the three weeks, he received Dr. 
Franklin's despatches and immediately left the port, in 
one of the severest gales he had ever experienced, but 
orders must be obeyed: the stormy weather continued, 
off the Western Islands, his rudder was seriously injured, 
but he made sufficient repairs to tide him over until he 
got to the mouth of the Chesapeake (March 1784) where 
he found the bay blocked up with ice as low down as Cape 
Henry, it was the severest winter in many years, after a 
serious ordeal for fifteen days, he managed to put into 
Annapolis Road, where Congress was in session. Deliver- 
ing his despatches to the President, General Mifflin, with 
a memorial, he brought the Washington into the harbor of 
Annapolis. 

Papers of the Continental Congress 

LETTERS 

President of the Hon'ble 1 

His Excellency The Continental Congress, > 

Thos. Mifflin, Esq. Annapolis. J 

Sir:— 

I beg leave to lay before Your Excellency and the hon'ble 
Congress a short Memorial wherein I wish for the Indulgence 
of that Hon'ble Body, to state my long services in the Navy 
of the United States. Under the commission of a Lieutenant, 
in which character I have served since early in 1776, from which 
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time I have been upwards of three years a Prisoner, it would be 
needless for me to trouble you with the Nature of my several 
Services by Land and Sea, in the Course of the War, and as my 
Intention is to remain in the Navy, an,d my present command 
is that of a Captain, I should be happy if Congress in their great 
Wisdom would grant me a commission in that class. I have un- 
fortunately at the Several times of Promotion been a Prisoner, 
when younger officers than Myself have had the honor con- 
ferred on them, Should Congress think proper to grant me this 
Indulgence, I shall as in duty bound ever pray etc. 
And I am Your Excellency's Most 
Obt. Servt, 

Joshua Barney. 
Annapolis, March 6th., 1784. 
Letter 6th. March 1784, Lieut. Barney of the " Washington," 

for promotion. 
8th March referred to the Agent of Marine to report. 
Copy sent to Mr. Morris, 8th, March, 1784. 

Captain Barney set out on his tedious journey by land 
to Philadelphia nearly losing his life, his horse breaking 
through the ice at Winter's Run. Arriving at Philadelphia, 
he waited upon Mr. Morris from whom he received at once 
orders to return to his ship, in order to bring her to Balti- 
more, as soon as the state of the ice would permit her re- 
moval, as the government had concluded to sell her. The 
sale of the General Washington, the only vessel which Con- 
gress had retained in service after peace had been declared, 
would terminate his official position, he therefore con- 
cluded to remove his family again to Baltimore, which 
place they reached on May 1st. In a few days he received 
this letter from Mr. Morris. 

Philadelphia, Marine Office, 11 May, 1784. 

Sir, Inclosed is a copy of the Resolution of Congress directing 
the ship Washington to be sold — also a copy of the Advertise- 
ment which has been published in the several newspapers of this 
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city, in consequence of the resolution. By the latter you will 
perceive that a person is to be appointed to attend the sale at 
Baltimore to receive the sum she may sell for, and deliver pos- 
session to the Purchaser. As you have been for a considerable 
time the commander of that ship, I have concluded to commit 
this business to your care, persuaded that your wishes to pro- 
mote the interests of the United States will stimulate your 
endeavors to have her sold, conformably to the advertisement, 
for as high a price as possible. I conceive that it would be best 
for the public interest to sell the lead and iron now on board the 
Washington for specie previous to the sale of the ship. You 
will therefore advertise those articles to be sold on the tenth of 
next month at the Coffee House in Baltimore. You will also 
cause a proper inventory to be made of the ship's materials and 
stores to be exhibited at the Coffee House previous to, and at the 
time of her sale, transmitting to me a copy thereof as soon as 
possible. 

The Certificates to be taken in payment for the Washington, 
besides those which have been issued from the different loan 
offices of the United States must be those of the commissioners 
for settling accounts of the several states with the United States, 
and those appointed to adjust the accounts of the Quarter- 
Master's, Commissary's, clothing, hospital, marine and army 
departments. 

The inclosure No. 3 exhibits a list of the commissioners above 
referred to, with the states and departments to which they have 
been appointed. When the sale of the Washington is completed, 
the people who have been retained to take care of her, are to 
be discharged, and you will, as soon as possible at this office, 
exhibit all your accounts which relate to her. 

I am Sir, your most obedient and humble servant, 

Robert Morris. 
Joshua Barney, Esq., commanding the ship Washington. 

The sale was accomplished some time in July, whereupon 
Captain Barney proceeded to Philadelphia and submitted 
his final accounts to Mr. Morris, who after approving 
the settlement, expressed his deep friendship for the 
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young captain (not yet twenty-five years old) proffered his 
financial aid to start him in some commercial business; 
deeply grateful for the generous offer, he assured Mr. 
Morris that he was amply provided with means for that 
undertaking but would not hesitate to consult him when 
ever embarrassed " Do so my young friend," said this good 
old man, "look upon me as a father, and in that character 
let me invoke a blessing upon your future labors. May 
God prosper you my gallant boy. Farewell." 

Learning that his friend Mr. Henry Laurens was in 
Bristol on the Delaware, he sent him an invitation to make 
his house in Baltimore, a home, on his way to South Caro- 
lina receiving the following answer. 

Bristol on the Delaware, Aug. 23,1784. 
Dear Sir: — 

The day before yesterday I was honored by the receipt of your 
obliging letter of the 14th. inst., which probably had been some 
days lying in the Post-Office where my son found it. 

Accept my best acknowledgments for your kind congratula- 
tions and polite invitation to your house in Baltimore, the regard 
I have for Captain Barney, will, barring unforeseen accidents, 
induce me to go miles out of my way, to pay my respects; but 
my family and company will probably be so large as to forbid 
my acceptance of a convenience to myself which would be trouble- 
some to a friend. 

My health, thank God, has been pretty good since the begin- 
ning of May, last, but the weakness which a two years' attack of 
gout brought upon my nerves remains, and I have no hopes of 
recovering my strength by increasing age, nor am I anxious on 
that score. 

I shall be in Philadelphia the latter end of the week, and shall 
call on Mr. Bedford for the carriage; the trunks perhaps are as 
well with you for the present, but should I want them, you shall 
be informed in due time. 

Your discharge from the service of the public, an act of 
necessity and with your own approbation, cannot obliterate the 
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honor you acquired nor wither the laurels which you gained in 
that service. The plough-share now is preferable to the spear. 
You are on shore making a better provision for a rising progeny 
of Barneys, than you could hope for, from being a peaceable 
ship-master, otherwise I am persuaded you could not remain a 
day unemployed in that branch. 

With every good wish to yourself and family, in which my 
son desires to join, I have the honor of assuring you that I am, 

Sir, 
Your obedient and most humble servant 

Henry Laurens. 
Captain Barney. 

Barney was the first person to unfurl the Stars and 
Stripes in his native state, in October, 1775, and he was the 
last naval officer to quit the service of the Union, in July, 
1784, in his native city, too. He began his commercial 
career under favorable auspices although it did not meet 
with the success anticipated. 

The year 1785 contains but one entry in his journal, 
that was to record the birth of his third son, John, in the 
month of January (who represented the City of Balti- 
more in the United States House of Representatives from 
1825 to 1829 and who died in the City of Washington in 
Jan., 1856). 

In November, 1787, he started to inspect a large tract 
of land which he had purchased in the Wilderness of Ken- 
tucky, in 1784; it contained 50,000 acres, located in Hardin 
County, near Elizabeth Town, this trip consumed the 
whole winter, when he regained his home, he was con- 
fronted with Miss Caroline, a daughter born in his absence. 
On the 17th of September the Constitutional Convention 
adjourned, sine die, at Philadelphia and the result of their 
labors, was submitted for ratification to the several 
States. Barney was an ardent Federalist and heartily 
advocated the adoption of the Constitution and on April 
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28, 1788, the Maryland State Convention adopted the 
Constitution, without amendments. In July, it was 
finally confirmed and ratified by Congress, as eleven 
States had pronounced in its favor. Everywhere the happy 
event was duly celebrated, especially so in Baltimore, 
where a public parade was organized, with appropriate 
displays of every profession and trade. Captain Barney 
occupied a conspicuous position in the parade, he had a 
small boat fifteen feet long, completely rigged and per- 
fectly equipped as a ship, which was called the Federalist, 
mounted upon four wheels, drawn by four horses, which took 
its place in line : he commanded the ship and was honored 
with a crew of captains, who at his word and the boat- 
swains' whistle went through all the various manoeuvers 
of making and taking in sail, to the unbounded delight of 
the spectators. The ship was followed in procession by all 
the captains, mates and seamen then in the port of Balti- 
more; it was paraded through all the principal streets. 

After the pageant was over, it was resolved to present the 
ship to General Washington, in the name of the merchants 
and shipmasters of Baltimore; it was duly launched and 
navigated by Captain Barney, down the Chesapeake bay 
to Annapolis, where he was induced to stay for several 
days, being entertained by Governor Smallwood, as his 
guest at the State House, then sailing out of the Severn, he 
coasted along the Western shore until he reached the mouth 
of the Potomac, then ascended the river to Mount Vernon 
where he presented the ship, as a memorial of gratitude, 
respect and veneration. The retired Chief received Barney 
with his wonted kindness and courtesy, keeping him a 
week under the hospitable roof of Mount Vernon; the 
affectionate treatment made him feel that he was regarded 
as a member of the family, upon his departure he was 
entrusted with the following letter viz. 
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To William Smith and Others, of Baltimore. 

Mount Vernon, 8th June, 1788. 
Gentlemen: — 

Captain Barney has just arrived here in the miniature ship 
called the Federalist, and has done me the honor to offer that 
beautiful curiosity as a present to me on your part, I pray you 
gentlemen, to accept the warmest expressions of my sensibility 
for this specimen of American ingenuity, in which the exactitude 
of the proportions, the neatness of the workmanship, and the 
elegance of the decorations, which make your present fit to be 
preserved in a cabinet of curiosities, at the same time that they 
exhibit the skill and taste of the artists, demonstrate that Ameri- 
cans are not inferior to any people whatever in the use of me- 
chanical instruments, and the art of shipbuilding. The unanim- 
ity of the agricultural State of Maryland in general, as well as 
the commercial town of Baltimore in particular, expressed in 
their recent decision on the subject of a general government, 
will not I persuade myself, be without its due efficiency, on the 
minds of their neighbors, who, in many instances are intimately 
connected, not only by the nature of their produce, but by the 
ties of blood and habits of life. Under these circumstances, I 
cannot entertain an idea, that the voice of the Convention of 
this state, which is now in session, will be dissonant from that 
of her nearly allied sister, who is only separated by the Potomac. 
You will permit me, gentlemen, to indulge my feelings in reiter- 
ating the heartfelt wish, that the happiness of this country may 
equal the desires of its sincerest friends, and that the patriotic 
town, of which you are inhabitants and in the prosperity of 
which I have always found myself strongly interested, may not 
only continue to increase in the same wonderful manner it has 
formerly done but that its trade, manufactures, and other 
resources of wealth may be placed, permanently in a more flour- 
ishing situation than they have hitherto been in, 

I am with respect, etc. 

George Washington. 
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During the summer of 1789, Mrs. Martha Washington 
passed through Baltimore on her way to join the first 
President of the United States, then in New York. When 
Barney called to pay his respects to this venerated matron, 
she honored him with an invitation to accompany her to 
New York; he accepted the envied distinction of being 
selected as the escort of the President's lady, with un- 
feigned pleasure. Mrs. Washington and her little party 
were met at Gray's Ferry, near Philadelphia by Governor 
Mifflin, at the head of the State troops, where the party 
was also joined by Mrs. Robert Morris, the accomplished 
lady of Barney's old friend, who was then attending the 
session of Congress at New York, being a senator from 
Pennsylvania. Captain Barney had a chamber assigned 
to him in the President's house and was once more an 
honored guest of this illustrious family. Senator Morris 
was delighted to see him again and introduced him to 
Mr. Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury, who 
sought advice from him with reference to the customs 
service, the employment of revenue cutters and similar 
matters. 

Extracts of a letter from the Hon. Alexander Hamilton 
to J. Barney, Esq. 

New York, Oct. 29th, 1789. 

"The ideas contained in your letter appear to me solid and 
judicious, as far as my reflections have gone they coincide very 
much with the views you entertain of the matter. At present 
nothing more can be done than to collect the information for some 
proper plan to be submitted to Congress at their next meeting 
no power being at present vested anywhere for making the 
required arrangements. Let me request you to continue to fur- 
nish me with whatever hints may occur to you relating to the 
security of the Revenue. ,, 
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Letter from Tench Coxe, Esq., to Joshua Barney, Esq. 

New York, August 19th, 1790. 

Sir: — From some conversation I have lately had with the 
Secretary of the Treasury, I find he is desirous of obtain- 
ing your ideas on the best mode of conducting a cutter or 
two in the bays and sea adjacent Capes Henry and 
Charles, as also of being furnished with the names of some 
proper persons to command and officer them. I am very 
certain that if such a station should be acceptable to you, Mr. 
Hamilton would give your name every support in his power with 
the President of the United States. That you may be able to 
judge both for yourself and others whom you will venture to 
recommend to a station that requires so much integrity, firm- 
ness and naval skill. I do myself the pleasure to inclose you 
an abstract of the law, and am, with regard 

Sir, your obedient servant, 

Tenche Coxe. 

Upon his return to Baltimore he received the appoint- 
ment of Clerk of the District Court for the State of Mary- 
land, but the position not being congenial he resigned in a 
short time. In November, 1789, he was appointed by the 
General Assembly of Maryland in conjunction with a 
merchant of high standing in Baltimore Vendue-Master 
for Baltimore, but while this was a very lucrative position, 
the old roving spirit again seized him and his longing for 
the sea could not be restrained, so in the course of the sum- 
mer of 1790, he loaded a brig with a cargo that would find 
ready sale among the Spaniards and started on a trading 
voyage to South America, he went first to Carthagena, but 
not being favorably impressed, he left in disgust for Havana, 
a city he was well accquainted with, here finding a ready 
sale for his cargo and liking its mild climate he stayed until 
April 1791, when he returned home. As usual after a voy- 
age he found another addition to his charming family a 
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bouncing boy, which brought up the number to five chil- 
dren, four sons and one daughter. During the summer, his 
aged mother who had been an inmate of his home for years, 
departed this life; it was a sad blow to lose the parent whom 
he loved so tenderly. 

The first venture having turned out so well, a fine ship, 
the Sampson, 300 tons, was purchased and loaded with 
flour and dry goods, Barney sailed in the beginning of 
autumn 1791, for Cape Francois, Hispaniola. Arriving 
there he found the Negroes, at the inception of that fero- 
cious and sanguinary uprising, which ended in the estab- 
lishment of the " Republic of Hayti." Among the officials 
of the French government at the Cape he met some old 
acquaintances who warmly welcomed him, finding little 
prospect of selling his cargo to advantage he left his ship 
at the Cape and took part of the goods to St. Marks', 
where he found ready purchasers: then returning to the 
Cape, he bought coffee and sailed for Guadaloupe, then 
to Martinique : having sold his coffee and bought wine, 
then on to St. Eustatia, where he accepted a lot of freight 
and returned to the Cape, then to Port au Prince, back to 
the Cape where he sold all of his wine, at an immense 
profit. He remitted a part of the proceeds in Bills and 
sugar to Baltimore and with the balance purchased a cargo 
suitable for the Havana market and arriving there at a 
fortunate moment, he doubled his money, here taking in 
a cargo of sugar and molasses, he returned to Baltimore. 
March 1792, having been trading for over sixmonths among 
the French and Spanish Islands in the West Indies; he 
remained just long enough to land his sugar and molasses, 
take in a cargo of flour and provisions and before the end of 
May, he was again at Cape Francois : here again he reaped 
a harvest in profits, owing to the scarcity of provisions 
but while he was receiving payment in sugar and coffee, 
an unfortunate dispute arose between the Government 
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officials and the army and navy officers, which brought on 
a race war, the white inhabitants taking part with the 
latter, while the Negro population, in the majority, sided 
with the officials, a regular battle ensued in the streets of 
the town, ending in driving the troops and the white 
inhabitants to seek refuge on the ships in the harbor, the 
town caught fire in several places, and all vestige of a 
regular government seemed to be obliterated. Barney 
armed his men to protect the goods he had stored and 
landing with two boats, after a fierce encounter with some 
of the blacks succeeded only partially, losing over two 
thousand dollars worth of property; it was estimated that 
over three thousand lives were lost in this uprising, some 
of the refugees on the Sampson, he brought back to Balti- 
more. 

He left port again on July 11, 1793, on another trading 
venture carrying with him in addition to merchandise, 
over $18,009.00 in specie. The following day he was boarded 
outside the Capes by a New Providence privateer, the 
Flying Fish, Captain Gibson, who examined his papers and 
money and permitted him to proceed, two days later he 
was boarded again, just at the entrance into St. Mark's, 
by the officers from three privateers, two from Jamaica, 
and one from New Providence, they examined his papers 
and were satisfied that both ship and cargo were neu- 
tral property, but the New Providence man, insisted 
that the iron chest was proof enough of its being ' 'French 
property for no American ever had iron chests or dollars on 
board his vessel. " He was willing to let the ship go if the 
money was surrendered, otherwise he would take the respon- 
sibility of taking her as a prize and carry her to New Provi- 
dence: the two Jamaica captains were soon convinced 
by such reasoning and as Barney persisted in his neutral- 
ity and in his refusal to give up the money, they sent three 
officers on board with a crew of ten men, took out all the 
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members of his own crew with the exception of the carpen- 
ter, cook and boatswain and ordered the Sampson to 
Providence. Barney demanded to see their commissions 
as he doubted the legality of their authority, then begged 
to be taken to Jamaica the nearest English port, but they 
disregarded his plea and made sail for Providence. Once 
more a prisoner to the English, again his ears were offended 
with the old epithets, "Yankee traitor," "Rebel rascal," 
etc., his French passengers, who understood no English 
were seriously alarmed and feared for their lives, but 
Barney bided his opportunity. On the evening of July 19, 
five days after his capture, he had a consultation 
with his carpenter and boatswain, who told him that they 
each had a gun and a bayonet concealed in their berths 
and he then determined to retake his vessel, which he did 
the following day, when the majority of the crew was in 
the forecastle; in the struggle with an officer for the pos- 
session of a blunderbuss held by Barney, it went off and 
the contents lodged in the arm of the privateersman, who 
fell. Barney knocked down the second officer with a blow 
of his sword, and the third officer ran below; the carpen- 
ter and boatswain had not been idle and in a short while 
Barney was again master of his ship : the three officers 
were secured and the men were allowed to come up the 
scuttle, one by one and then all their arms, muskets, 
swords and pistols were thrown overboard; when this was 
done Barney addressed them, saying their action had 
been illegal and that he was justified in retaking her; he 
offered them the choice of two alternatives, if they would 
agree to work the ship to Baltimore, he would pay them 
wages and there discharge them, or he would give them 
his small boat, provision it and then set them adrift on 
the ocean: they accepted his first proposition, even the 
officers became quite submissive : the course was changed 
for Baltimore. Captain Barney kept the deck, the whole 
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time, never closing his eyes at night, sleeping in a chair on 
deck, in daytime, while his two faithful companions kept 
armed watch at his side: he reached Baltimore in safety 
the beginning of August, he waited immediately upon the 
British Vice Consul there gave a full account of the affair: 
he also forwarded a statement to Mr. Thomas Jefferson, 
then Secretary of the State and the affair became the 
subject of correspondence between the two nations. He 
sailed again to .complete the purpose of his interrupted 
former trip but this time for protection, he armed the 
Sampson with 16 guns and 30 men; he arrived at Cape 
Francois on October 1, 1793, then went to Port de Paia, 
St. Mark's and finally to Port au Prince, here he received 
cotton, sugar, coffee and indigo in payment from the 
agents: the cargo was valued at $55,000.00 and with a 
prospect of great profit he sailed on December 31st, from 
Port au Prince for Baltimore. January 3, 1794, he was 
chased by a frigate, which soon came up with the Sampson 
and a peremptory order was given for the captain to re- 
pair on board "His Majesty's frigate Penelope" Captain 
Crowley, who received Barney with a flood of vulgar 
abuse; provoked, Captain Barney instantly retorted, 
telling him he was a coward to insult a man, whom he 
would not dare to meet upon equal terms, at sea or on 
shore, etc. Captain Crowley did not suffer him to finish 
but ordered him to be confined between two guns, placing a 
sentinel over him with orders to blow his brains out if the 
"rascal" attempted to leave the spot, he then took all 
the crew and the passengers from the Sampson and ordered 
the ship for Jamaica, whither he followed. On their 
arrival at Port Royal, in Jamaica, Captain Barney was 
sent in a boat to Kingston, where he was taken before the 
clerk of the Admiralty, then to the sitting magistrates 
and by them committed to prison. The Marshal, Mr. 
Frasier, treated him with the utmost civility, kept him 



Wetter: Commodore Joshua Barney. 125 

in his own home and after hearing the circumstances, 
advised him to sue for a writ of "Habeas Corpus' ' that 
he might be removed to Spanishtown, the Capital of the 
Island and the residence of the chief judge, this being 
done, he was immediately admitted to bail; his ship was 
brought to the wharf, discharged and everything was 
delivered into the possession of the Agent of the Frigate; 
the session of the Admiralty Court came on, the Grand 
Jury found two bills against Joshua Barney, the one for 
' 'Piracy" and the other for shooting with intent to kill; in 
March the trial came off, he was called to the bar, the 
court room was crowded, the Attorney-General in a bitter 
speech denounced the "piratical American," he was 
followed by the assistant advocate, who endeavored to 
excite the passions and prejudice of the jury, by calling 
Barney a bloodthirsty jacobin, an outlaw, insolent to his 
Majesty's officers, etc., witnesses were examined for the 
prosecution, the principal one being the privateer officer 
who had been wounded by the explosion of the blunder- 
buss in the struggle on board the Sampson, but the fellow 
in his eagerness to convict, attempted to prove too 
much, which soon convinced the jury, so when the prison- 
er's counsel started to address them, the jury rose from 
their seats, the judge commanding silence, asked if they 
desired to say anything when the foreman said it was 
unnecessary to take up the time of the court as they had 
made up their minds: being asked by the Clerk for their 
verdict: their reply was "Not Guilty," the Judge stated 
that he coincided with the opinion of the jury and turning 
to the prisoner ' 'Sir, you are at liberty to withdraw. " 

This popular decision met with universal approval and 
they all, jury included, retired to the neighboring town to 
celebrate the event: but strange to relate, when the trial 
of the Sampson came on, the same Judge gave sentence 
of condemnation against ship and cargo as lawful prize to 
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His Majesty, whereupon Captain Barney's counsel entered 
an appeal. 

Captain Barney immediately upon arrival at Jamaica 
had forwarded letters to his friends at home notifying 
them of his predicament; serious remonstrance was made, 
immediately, the news became known by the Secretary 
of State to the British Minister at Philadelphia, and 
General Washington was so incensed that he threatened 
prompt retaliation in the event of any personal punish- 
ment: a vessel was sent especially to bring him home 
which also brought despatches from the British minister 
to the governor of the Island which made such a forcible 
impression upon him, that he invited Barney to dinner, 
asking him to carry his answer back to the Minister, 
this did not reduce Barney's indignation, for the loss of 
his ship and cargo, one particle; after a couple of personal 
adventures, in one of which, he thrashed an officer of the 
Penelope who had expressed a desire to "meet the Yankee 
rascal, " in a coffeehouse, in the presence too of a number of 
British officers, who enjoyed the fracas. He sailed for 
Baltimore, arriving there in the beginning of May, and 
shortly after proceeded to Philadelphia to express his 
thanks to the President, in person. 

Extract from The Executive Journal of the Senate 

Tuesday, June 3rd, 1794. 

"The following written message was received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States by Mr. Dandridge, his Secretary. 

United States, June 3rd, 1794. 
Gentleman of the Senate: 

I nominate the following persons to be Captains of the ships 
to be procured in pursuance of the Act, to provide "a naval 
armament." The assistance of these officers will be necessary in 
the building of the said ships, but the other officers will not be 
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required until the ships shall be nearly completed, John Barry, 
Samuel Nicholson, Silas Talbot* Joshua Barney, Richard Dale, 
and Thomas Truxton. 

G° Washington. 
The message was read. 
Ordered, that it lie for consideration. 

Wednesday, June 4th, 1794. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the nominations contained 
in the message of the President of the United States, of the 
third instant, of John Barry, Samuel Nicholson, Silas Talbot, 
Joshua Barney, Richard Dale, and Thomas Truxton to be 
Captains of the ships to be procured, in pursuance of the act 
to provide "a naval armament" and 

Resolved, that the Senate advise and consent to their appoint- 
ment, agreeable to the nominations respectively. 

Ordered, that the Secretary lay this resolution before the Presi- 
dent of the United States. ,, 

An act was passed March 27, 1794 for the re-establish- 
ment of the navy, in compliance therewith, President 
Washington nominated the six Captains, as the foregoing 
extract of the Executive Journal indicated. In the letter 
June 5th, accompanying the notice to Captain Barney of 
his appointment, General Knox, then Secretary of War 
and Navy tells him "it is understood that the relative 
rank of the Captains are to be in the following order — 
John Barry, Samuel Nicholson, Silas Talbot, Joshua 
Barney, Richard Dale, Thomas Truxton, — this com- 
munication reached Barney on June 7th whereupon he 
declined to accept the appointment offered to him for the 
reason that Colonel Silas Talbot had been preferred who 
did not enjoy the experience that he did, etc., that Captain 
Barney did not forfeit the good will of the Administration 
by his refusal to accept the appointment, is shown by the 
fact that immediately thereafter, his eldest son, William 
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Bedford Barney, then in his fourteenth year, was enrolled 
as a midshipman by order of General Knox. 

Captain Barney decided, by the advice of the French 
minister, Mr. Fouchet,to take a trip to France, to promote 
a commercial enterprise, the contract to deliver large 
quantities of flour at certain French ports, to French 
government agents, on highly advantageous terms; he 
being familiar with the language and well acquainted with 
many residents there, could confidently count on success. 
Captain Barney sailed June 28th, as commander of the 
ship Cincinnatus belonging to Oliver and Thompson, lead- 
ing merchants of Baltimore, carrying as passengers, 
besides his son William, an old friend, Honorable James 
Monroe, just appointed Envoy Extraordinary and Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary to France, who was accompanied by 
his family, Mr. Fulwar Skipwith, Consul General to Paris 
and Mr. Le Blanc, French Commissioner to San Domingo; 
after a pleasant voyage they arrived at Havre on July 
30th. Mr. Monroe remained a few days at Havre, in- 
viting Captain Barney to join his suite, arriving at Paris, 
September 3d, a few weeks after ' 'Robespierre' ' had ended 
his sanguinary career under the knife of the guillotine, 
this monster's death brought the Reign of Terror to a 
close. On September 14th, Mr. Monroe selected Captain 
Barney to be the bearer of the American flag, which he 
was asked to present to the National Convention, as a 
suitable compliment to the French nation. The follow- 
ing account of this interesting ceremony is taken from the 
Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser of Novem- 
ber 4, 1794. 

The French Prints inform us, that on the 14th of 
August, the Minister from the United States to the French 
Republic communicated to the National Convention, the 
wish of his fellow citizens for the prosperity of the nation, 
when his credentials were referred to the Committee of 
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Public Safety. On their report the Convention decreed, 
that the said Minister should be introduced into the 
bosom of the Convention, and the President should give 
him the fraternal embrace, as a symbol of the friendship 
which unites the American and the French people. Mr. 
Monroe, the American Minister, then addressed the citi- 
zen representatives of the French people (in a speech) 
which during its delivery, was repeatedly interrupted by 
the applause of the Convention. Among other things the 
Minister observed, that as a certain proof of the great 
(desire) of his countrymen for the freedom, prosperity, 
and happiness of the French Republic, he assured them that 
Congress had requested the President to make known to 
them this sentiment and while acting agreeably to the 
desire of the two Houses, the president enjoined him to 
declare the congeniality of his sentiment with theirs. 
The Secretary then read the letter of credentials, when 
the President of the Convention replied to this effect : 

The French people have never forgotten that they owe to the 
Americans the imitation of liberty. They admired the sublime 
insurrection of the American people against Albion of old, so 
proud, and now so disgraced. They sent their armies to assist 
the Americans, and in strengthening the independence of that 
country, the French, at the same time, learned to break the 
sceptre of their own tyranny, and erect a statue of liberty on the 
ruins of a throne, founded upon the corruption and the crimes of 
fourteen centuries. 

The President proceeded to remark that the (alliance) between 
the two republics was not merely a diplomatic transaction, but 
an alliance of cordial friendship. He hoped that this alliance 
would be indissoluble, and observed how differently an American 
Minister would have been received in France six years ago, by 
the usurper of the liberty of the people: and how much merit 
he would have claimed for having graciously condescended to 
take the United States under his protection. At this day, it is 
the sovereign people itself, represented by its faithful deputies, 
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that receive the ambassador with real attachment, while affected 
morality is at an end. He longed to crown it with the fraternal 
embrace. " I am charged," said he," to give it in the name of the 
nation. Come and receive it in the name of the American nation, 
and let this scene destroy the last hope of the impious coalition 
of tyrants." 

(Captain Barney accompanied the American Minister 
on the occasion, and was present during the sittings, a 
transcript of the proceedings of which follows) : 

The discussion on the organization of the several committees 
was commenced, but the deliberation was soon after interrupted 
by the arrival of the Minister Plenipotentiary from the United 
States; he was conducted into the centre of the hall and a Secre- 
tary read the translation of his discourse and credential letters, 
signed by George Washington, President of the United States, 
and Edmund Randolph, Secretary of State, at Philadelphia, 
the 28th, of May. The reading of this was accompanied by 
repeated shouts of "Vive la Republique!" — Vivent les Republi- 
ques!" and universal acclamations of applause. The discourse 
&c. were ordered to be printed in the French and American 
languages. 

The President gave the fraternal kiss to the Minister, and 
declared that he recognized, James Monroe, in this quality." 

It is also decreed, on the motion of Moyse Bayle, that the 
colors of both nations should be suspended at the vault of the 
hall as a sign of perpetual alliance and union. The Minister 
took his seat on the mountain on the left of the President, and 
received the fraternal kiss from several of the deputies. The 
sitting was suspended." 

26 Fructidor, September 28th, 1794. 

Bernard, of Saints. President. 

The President : A letter in English has just now been delivered 
to me, — the translation, which was joined, announces that the 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States of America sends 
a stand of colors, in order to be placed in the hall of the National 
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Convention, at the side of the French colors. It is brought by an 
officer of the United States. 

The Convention orders him to be admitted. The American 
officer enters the bar, amidst universal shouts of applause ; he 
carries a standard the colors of which are the same as those 
of our standard of liberty, with the only difference that a blue 
field is interspersed with stars. 

He presented the following papers which were read by the 
Secretary: 

The Minister of the United States of America to the President of 
the National Convention. 

Citizen President, — This convention having decreed that the 
colors of the American and French Republics should be united and 
stream together in the place of its sittings as a testimony of the 
union and friendship, which ought to subsist forever between the 
two nations, I thought that I could not better manifest the deep 
impression which this decree has made on me, and express the 
thankful sensations of my constituents, than by procuring their 
colors to be carefully executed, and in offering them in the 
name of the American people to the representatives of the French 
Nation. 

I have had them made in the form lately decreed by Congress, 
and have trusted them to Captain Barney, an officer of distin- 
guished merit, who has rendered us great services by sea in the 
course of our Revolution. 

He is charged to present them on the spot, which you shall 
judge proper to appoint for them. Accept, citizen President, 
this standard, as a new pledge, of the sensibility, with which 
the American people always received the interest and friend- 
ship, which their good and brave allies give them; as also of the 
pleasure and ardor with which they seize every opportunity 
of cementing and consolidating the union and good understand- 
ing between the two nations. 

Speech of Captain Barney, Bearer of Colors. 

Citizen President: — Having been directed by the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America to present to the 
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National Convention the flag demanded (asked) of him; the 
flag under the auspices of which I have had the honor to fight 
against our common enemy during the war which has assured 
liberty and independence. I discharge the duty with the most 
lively satisfaction, and deliver it to you. Henceforth suspended 
on the side of that of the French Republic, it will become the 
symbols of the union which subsists between the nations, and 
last, I hope, as long as the freedom, which they have so bravely 
acquired and so widely consolidated. 

A Member — The citizen who has just spoken at the bar, is one 
of the most distinguished sea-officers of America. He has ren- 
dered great service to the liberty of his country, and he could 
render the same to the liberty of France. I demand that this 
observation be referred to the examination of the Committee of 
Public Safety, and that the fraternal embrace be given to this 
brave officer 

(Applauded) 

Several Voices. "The Fraternal Embrace" (Decreed). 

The officer went up with the flag to the chair of the president, 
and received the fraternal embrace, amidst unanimous acclama- 
tions and applause. 

Mathieu. "One of our colleagues, in rendering homage to the 
talents and services of that brave officer, told you that he could 
be usefully employed by the Republic. I second the reference of 
his observation to the Committee of Public Safety. ,, (Decreed.) 

Captain Barney was not inclined at that moment to enter 
into the service of the French Republic in view of the fact 
that his visit to that country was for a commercial object, 
moreover in accordance with the agreement made with Mr. 
Fouchet, his Baltimore commercial partner, had already 
forwarded several cargoes of flour, he therefore, for the 
time being declined the command of the Alexander, a 
a 74 gun ship, after thanking the Minister of Marine for 
the high honor; he remained in Paris for awhile, however, 
during which stay he was the recipient of much attention. 
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The evening before his departure for Bordeaux, he was 
the victim of a robbery, that caused him heartfelt sorrow, 
his room had been entered by thieves, who carried away 
with them some money which he had left on the desk, to- 
gether with his gold eagle, the Badge of the Cincinnati 
Society, but the severest loss of all was the valuable 
sword of honor which had been presented to him by the 
State of Pennsylvania; fruitless efforts were made for the 
recovery of these cherished articles — they were lost to 
him, forever. During the winter he conducted his com- 
mercial enterprises with eminent success, remitting to his 
partner at home the proceeds of the flour contract. He 
returned to Paris where he remained the whole winter, 
until towards Spring, the Minister of Marine again re- 
newed the tender of service in the French Navy, offer- 
ing him the commission of "Capitaine de Vaisseau," which 
honor Barney finally accepted: " Citizen" Barney was 
ordered to prepare for immediate service, he was sent to 
Dunkirk at which place he met an American Captain 
about to sail home, in whose charge he placed his son 
William, much to the discontent of the youth. Barney 
received a fresh order to return to Paris and remained 
there until the new organization of the "Armes Navales" 
should be completed. One of his principal inducements 
for entering the service of the French Republic, was for 
revenge upon England for his personal grievances, so 
while resting inactive upon waiting orders, he concluded 
he would inaugurate a war of his own, purchasing a cutter 
he fitted her out as a privateer, under a French letter of 
Marque, with twelve guns and one hundred and twenty 
men and sent her out into the North Sea, giving the com- 
mand to Mr. L'Eveillee, a lieutenant in the French Navy. 
His orders to him were strict and peremptory "Not to 
interfere with American vessels under any pretense, but 
on the contrary to give them protection and aid wherever 
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and whenever he could. Barney speedily received satis- 
faction for his lost Sampson, for in a few weeks La 
Vengeance captured fifteen English merchantmen, Cap- 
tain Barney sold all the prizes and in conjunction with 
two other Americans, fitted out two other privateers, 
named La Vengeur and The Revenge giving to both com- 
manders similar instructions, to respect American property , 
then returning to Paris in March, 1796, he was awarded 
a commission in the French Navy, as " Chief de Divi- 
sion des Armees Navales," answering to the rank of "Com- 
modore" in the American service. He was ordered to 
Rochfort to take command of two frigates, destined for 
the Island of San Domingo and on May 28, 1796, he sailed 
in company with thirteen other frigates bound on various 
expeditions. Commodore Barney hoisted his flag on a 
fine new frigate called La Harmonie mounting 44 guns 
(28 long 24 pounders, and 16 long nines) and carrying 
300 men, the other frigate under his command was La 
Railleuse of 36 guns. He arrived at St. Domingo, in 
thirty-two days; space does not permit, to describe in 
detail, the various experiences in the West Indies he 
passed through during his term of service in that part of 
the globe, he was never idle, whether on land or sea, he 
met with all kinds of adventures during the next three 
years, where he was in supreme command of the naval 
forces, he was equally familiar with the stormy elements, 
as with naval battles, he became acquainted with the 
black chiefs such as Toussaint, L'Ouverture, and General 
Pierre Michael or Christophe; during the winter of 1796 
he enjoyed an opportunity to make a visit to his family 
in Baltimore, a happy reunion, after the long separation; 
that he resisted the entreaties of his dear wife and family 
to resign his commission cost him many a pang, but he con- 
sidered himself bound by honor, to continue in the French 
service. His valiant deeds against the British foe, are a 
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matter of history, in every instance they reflected the 
greatest renown upon the flag under which he sailed, 
victorious at times against overwhelming numbers. Dur- 
ing the early Spring of 1798, his vigorous constitution 
succumbed to the effects of the enervating climate, con- 
valescence was slow, so he determined to tender his 
resignation, returning to Europe for that purpose: he 
arrived at Corunna (Spain) and from that port, by slow 
overland stages, managed to reach Paris, his state of 
health improved but he met with the greatest difficul- 
ties in his endeavor to secure a settlement of his financial 
claims against the French government, more than a year 
passed before he could even obtain an acknowledgment 
of its indebtedness: he made appeal after appeal, but all 
in vain: to get rid of his importunities, he was offered the 
command of the whole West Indian fleet, with orders to 
proceed immediately to Rochfort and take charge of the 
ten ships of war lying in that port, he was also ordered to 
take out the different government officials and then dis- 
tribute his fleet as he thought proper. In the meantime 
General Napoleon Bonaparte having returned from Egypt, 
was elected First Consul: in a short while Commodore 
Barney procured an introduction to him and then appeal- 
ing for justice urgently pressed his demands for the settle- 
ment of his claim and his discharge from the French ser- 
vice. Bonaparte accorded him a gracious reception, in- 
viting him to attend all the official levees as well as 
the soirees of his consort Josephine; the Commodore 
was present on many of these brilliant gatherings but 
time rolled on, without favorable action notwithstand- 
ing his respectful demands, he then renewed his appli- 
cation to be discharged from the further naval duties, 
this was finally granted, in a manner calculated to soothe 
his feelings and gratify his pride. He was placed upon 
the pension roll at an allowance of fifteen hundred pounds 
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per annum during life, and received a letter from the 
Minister of Marine, written by order of Consul Bonaparte, 
in which his services to the French Republic are spoken 
of in the highest terms of compliment. The pension he 
never claimed, nor would he have accepted it under any 
circumstances. 

Commodore Barney left his affairs in the hands of an 
old Baltimore friend, Paul Bentalou, then in Paris, with 
power of attorney, and bidding adieu to the French Capi- 
tal on July 1, 1802, he started for Havre at which port he 
embarked for the United States on July 14, 1802, on an 
old French vessel bound for Norfolk, but under an Ameri- 
can Captain, it was soon discovered that the Neptune was 
unseaworthy, unable to stand the heavy and continual 
pounding of the waves, by his advice the Captain resolved 
to steer for the nearest port in the Western Islands (Fayal) ; 
here our Commodore found an old friend, in the American 
consul, through whose assistance they managed to make 
temporary repairs and again trusted themselves to the 
mercy of the deep. In September when they were near 
the coast of North Carolina the leaks increased so that 
they were finally compelled to seek safety on board a 
schooner, fortunately near by: Commodore Barney met 
with a severe accident when boarding the schooner, he was 
thrown against the main chains and seriously wounded 
in the leg; the Neptune sank to the bottom, shortly after 
she was abandoned. They landed at Hampton on Oc- 
tober 1st, as Norfolk was infested with yellow fever; the 
important despatches from Mr. Livingston, our Minister 
at Paris, which had been confided to the Commodore for 
delivery to President Jefferson at Washington he sent on 
from Hampton, as the condition of his wounded limb 
compelled him to remain there under a physician's care: 
on October 8, the Commodore arrived at Baltimore where 
he was rapturously welcomed by his devoted family: 
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after a brief rest he proceeded to Washington to pay his 
respects to the President, remaining for the day as Mr. 
Jefferson's guest at the Executive Mansion. 

During July, 1804, Commodore Barney entertained 
Napoleon's youngest brother, Jerome Bonaparte, and 
suite at his resident, during their several weeks visit to 
Baltimore, it was while this young man was enjoying the 
Commodore's hospitality, that he met Miss Patterson, 
which eventually culminated in their marriage, on Christ- 
mas day: the Commodore having previously warned 
Jerome who was a minor, against this union, besides in- 
forming the young lady, that under the laws of France, 
the marriage would not be recognized as valid, but all his 
representations and remonstrances were fruitless, though 
history has verified his predictions. 

In 1805, the proceedings of the Jamaica Admiralty 
Court in the seizure of the Sampson were declared illegal 
and the Commodore was awarded an indemnification of 
$45,000, payable in installments; to collect the same and in 
order to hasten the settlement, his son John Barney was 
sent to England, who returned from the mission within 
the year with the sum paid in full. Upon his arrival, the 
Commodore established his three sons, William, Lewis, 
and John in business with a paid up capital of $55,000 — 
shortly afterwards, he received a remittance from Paris 
of 300,000 francs in settlement of his claim against the 
French government. In the course of the year 1805, 
Mr. Jefferson offered him the superintendency of the 
Washington Navy Yard, just created, but for personal 
reasons, he declined the appointment. 

In the fall of this year, at the solicitation of friends, he 
was a candidate for Congress, but while he carried the 
city, he lost out in the county, by a very small majority: 
he contested the election, but failed to be awarded the 
seat by the House of Representatives, which was con- 
trolled by the opposing political party. 
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Immediately after the " affair of the Chesapeake" in 
1807, when the whole country was enraged by this British 
aggression, he tendered his active services to President 
Jefferson. 

Mrs. Barney, who had been sorely afflicted with rheu- 
matism for years, answered her Creator's final summons 
in July, 1808. 

When the new administration was inaugurated on 
March 1809, the Commodore renewed the tender of his 
services in the following letter, 

Baltimore, March 12th, 1809. 

Sir: Immediately after the affair of the Chesapeake (July 
4th.) I went to Mr. Jefferson^ making him a tender of my per- 
sonal services. As our country seems yet to be menaced by for- 
eign powers, I still hold it my duty to continue that offer, which 
I now do to you as President of the United States. I do it the 
more cheerfully because I am not unknown to you personally. 
I shall always feel a sincere pleasure in contributing my feeble 
abilities in any manner you please, for the good of our country 
and still more so when it is to support an Administration whose 
principles perfectly coincide with my own. 

I am, Sir, with due respect, 

Joshua Barney. 
James Madison, 

President of the United States. 

In the early part of the year he contracted a second 
marriage, with a charming woman, Miss Harriet Coale, 
a member of one of the leading families of Baltimore. 

In 1810, he was again nominated for Congress, carried 
the city, but lost the election, on account of the county. 

In May 1812, he sold all his Baltimore property and as 
his sons William, Lewis and John, as well as his daughter 
Caroline were all married and occupied homes of their 
own he moved to the farm, owned by his wife, in Anne 



Weller: Commodore Joshua Barney. 139 

Arundel County, near Elk Ridge, intending to devote 
the balance of his days to pastoral pursuits, but he was 
scarcely settled in his new abode, when the stirring news 
reached him, of the declaration of war, by the Congress of 
the United States against Great Britain, on June 18, 1812, 
the Act having been passed upon recommendation of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, whose report concludes 
as follows: " Your Committee believing that the free born 
sons of America are worthy to enjoy the liberty which 
their fathers purchased at the price of so much blood and 
treasure and seeing in the measures adopted by Great 
Britain, a course commenced and persisted in, which 
must lead to a loss of national character and independence, 
feel no hesitation in advising resistance by force, in which 
the Americans of the present day, will prove to the enemy 
and to the world, that we have not only inherited that 
liberty which our fathers gave us, but also the Will and 
the Power to maintain it. Relying on the patriotism of 
the nation, and confidently trusting that the "Lord of 
Hosts' ' will go with us to the battle in a righteous cause, 
and crown our efforts with success, your committee 
recommend an immediate appeal to Arms." 

The Act passed by the following vote 
In the House of Representa- 
tives Yeas 79 Nays 49 

In the Senate Yeas 19 Nays 13 

98 62 

being 36 votes majority for War. 

On June 19, 1812, President James Madison issued 
his proclamation, declaring "that War exists between 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and 
the dependencies thereof and the United States of 
America and their territories." 
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Commodore Barney's martial ardor was at once 
awakened, and in less than three weeks from the publica- 
tion of the President's proclamation, he trod the decks of 
the Baltimore privateer schooner Rossie, 13 twelve pound- 
ers, and a crew of 120 men, as commander, and started 
in search of the enemy, on July 12, 1812, returning home 
to Baltimore on November 10th, in triumph, as this 
extract from his log book forcibly illustrates, viz. : 

"July 12th, sailed from Baltimore. July 15th, left Cape 
Henry, July 17th, spoke ship "Electra," of Phila, informed her of 
the war. July 21st., Spoke ship "Rising Sun," of Baltimore, 
informed her of the war. July 22d., seized brig "Nymph" for 
breach of the non-importation law: Spoke ship "Reserve of 
Bath:" brig — from Lisbon to New London, informed her of the 
war. July 23rd., was chased by a frigate: fired 25 shots at us, 
outsailed her, July 30th. chased by a frigate outsailed her, July 
31st., took and burnt the ship "Princess Royal." August 1st. 
took and manned the ship " Kitty," brig " Devonshire," schooner 
" Squid," and took the brig "Brothers" — put on board 60 prison- 
ers and sent her to St. Johns to be exchanged for as many Ameri- 
cans. 3rd. took and sunk the brig "Henry," and schooner 
"Race Horse," burnt the schooner "Halifax," manned the brig 
"William" arrived and gave the schooner "Two Brothers" to 
40 prisoners and sent them to St. Johns on parole, 9th. took the 
ship "Janie" after a short action, she mounting 12 guns, sent 
her to the United States (arrived). 10th., seized the brig 
"Rebecca" of Saco from London, for a breach of the non-impor- 
tation law (arrived) 14th. spoke brig "Hazard" from Cadiz 
informed her of the war, 17th. spoke brig " Favorite" from Cadiz 
to Boston. 20th. spoke brig "John Adams" who had been cap- 
tured and plundered by "Guerriere" and let go. 25th., seized 
ship "Euphrates" of New Bedford for breach of the non-im- 
portation law (arrived). 28th. spoke brig prize to the "B. 
Franklin," privateer. 29th. spoke ship "Jewell" of Portland, 
informed her of the war. 30th. spoke schooner " Ann and Mary" 
of New London, informed her of the war. September 7th 
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spoke brig — from Providence Rhode Island, in distress, left 
her under the care of the Revenue Cutter of Newport. Sept. 
9th. chased by three ships of war, a short chase. 10th., spoke 
ship "Joseph" from Bonavista, informed her of the war., 10th. 
spoke a brig prize to the schooner "Saratoga" of New York; 
12th. chased by a frigate, 6 hours, outsailed her, 16th. took his 
Britanic Majesty's ship "Princess Amelia" after a severe 
action of nearly an hour, at pistol shot distance, the Captain, 
sailing master and one man killed, master's mate and six men 
wounded. We had Mr. Long, First Lieutenant, severely 
wounded, (most of them recovered) the ship cut to pieces and the 
"Rossie" much injured in sails and rigging. Sept. 16th. fell 
in with three ships and a brig armed, exchanged shots with the 
commodore, received an 18-pound shot through our quarter, 
wounded a man and lodged in our pump: continued to dog and 
watch the above vessels 4 days, in hopes to separate them, but 
in vain. Sept. 23d. spoke the private armed schooner "Globe" 
Capt. Murphy of Baltimore, went in pursuit of above vessels, 
but could not fall in with them. 25th. spoke a Spanish brig 
bound to Porto Rico, Oct. 8th., took in company with the 
Globe' ' the schooner "Jubilee" and her in, 9th spoke a Spanish 
brig from Palma to Porto Rico. 10th. chased and spoke the 
privateer schooner "Rapid" of Charleston, S. C. 52 days out, 
had taken nothing, 22nd. seized the ship "Merrimack" for 
breach of the non-importation act. Result is 3698 tons of 
shipping valued at $1,500,000.00 and 217 prisoners, "in 18 
vessels." 

After his return to Baltimore numerous offers were made 
to the Commodore to cruise again, but he declined all 
propositions, employing his time to settle accounts with 
the crew and owners of the Rossie. 

In the summer of 1813, while at Newport, Rhode Island, 
on business relating to the sale of one of his prizes, he 
received a letter from the Navy Department, offering him 
the command of the flotilla to be fitted out at Baltimore 
for the defense of the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. 
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Barney hurried home and proceeded to Washington that 
he might learn the nature of the service expected from him. 
He found from the Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Jones, that 
it was to be a separate command, unconnected with the 
Navy and subjecting him only to the direct orders of the 
government, a command he could honorably accept with- 
out surrendering his independence. 

Upon his return to Baltimore, he began immediately, 
to make preparations to fit out and man his gun boats and 
barges, which kept him busily engaged all the summer and 
fall after his appointment. In April, 1814 he was ready 
to begin operations, at this time he had under his command 
twenty-six gunboats and barges, with about 900 men well 
officered by the principal ship masters and mates of Balti- 
more; before venturing upon this important expedition 
he tested the efficiency of his force, vessels as well as men; 
by these means, he was enabled to remedy all visible 
defects so that upon leaving the city, he had a well dis- 
ciplined body of hardy men, prepared to meet the enemy. 
Towards the end of May, he proceeded with sixteen of his 
vessels, down the Chesapeake, intending to attack Tangier 
Island, upon which, the British had established a central 
depot combined with a camp of 80 Negroes, kidnapped 
from the neighboring shores, who were being drilled 
as an auxiliary force, although the officers were complaining 
' ' they could make nothing out of the d — n black Yankees," 
the British naval force in the Chesapeake, consisting of the 
Albion, and Dragon, 74s, the Loire and Acosta frigates, one 
or two brigs and two schooners, all under the" ruffian' ' 
as he was termed, Admiral Cockburn: they indulged 
in raids upon the neighboring plantations, pillaging every- 
thing they conld lay their hands on, the rights of non- 
combatants disregarded, occasionally meeting with resis- 
tance, especially on the Eastern Shore of Virginia, where 
the Militia had been called into active service. 
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Commodore Barney's frequent despatches from the 
seat of war to the Secretary of the Navy kept him well 
informed of the activities of the foe; he made frequent 
attacks with his flotilla, with considerable success as his 
preliminary reports, dated Patuxent river June 3d and 
4th, published in Niles Register indicated, from which 
point he would make forays, day and night: Cockburn 
subsequently adopted the plan of anchoring his 74s at 
the mouth of the river, later on, in June, Commodore 
Barney stationed his flotilla in St. Leonard's Creek a 
branch of the Patuxent: in his dispatches dated June 11th, 
and 13th, he advised the Secretary of the renewed efforts 
of the enemy, "who are deeply irritated at their repeated 
defeats, notwithstanding that they are now using 'Con- 
greve Rockets/ to redeem the pledge of Commodore Berrie 
of the Dragon, on his word of honor, either to capture or 
destroy the flotilla. ' ' Barney had erected a small battery 
at the mouth of the Creek, which rendered effective service; 
the Department at Washington was so well pleased with 
the flotilla that in July it determined to increase its force, 
all the vessels to be placed " under the present gallant 
and experienced officer," contracts were made for their 
construction, to be delivered early in August; the plunder 
of the surrounding country continued; the Secretary of 
the Navy sent a hundred marines under Captain Samuel 
Miller with three 12 pounders to the assistance of Com- 
modore Barney, who had as one of his own reliable officers, 
his own son, Major William Bedford Barney; several 
courageous acts of bravery are recorded that demonstrated 
the prowess of the younger Barney, especially when a com- 
bined attack was made on the blockaders, who were forced 
to retreat suffering a heavy loss, while the men of the flotilla 
covered themselves with glory; it compelled, thereafter, 
the enemy to move with the greatest caution. On July 1st, 
the Commodore was ordered to Washington for consulta- 
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tion, when the plans were adopted for the protection of 
Washington and Baltimore : the result of the deliberations, 
was that he should keep his 13 barges and sloop Scorpion 
his flagship, and that his first lieutenant Mr. Rutter should 
be sent to Baltimore to take command of the 13 barges 
and 500 men remaining there, so that in the event of an 
attack on either city, they could proceed respectively to the 
assistance of each other; in two days, he returned to his 
command and sent Mr. Rutter to Baltimore, but in order 
to be in a more convenient position, he moved his flotilla 
to the village of Nottingham, on the Patuxent about forty 
miles from Washington. 

On August 16th, it was discovered that a large British 
fleet was entering the Patuxent, 46 sail in all, Commodore 
Barney immediately notified Washington of this important 
movement of the enemy and in return received orders to 
retire with his flotilla as far up the river as possible and if 
the enemy landed in force, to set fire to the boats and join 
General Winder who was in command of all the military 
forces. 

On August 21st, he was informed that the enemy had 
disembarked a strong force at Benedict, which was already 
on the march to Washington: he immediately landed with 
400 of his men, leaving the flotilla with 103 men under the 
command of his second lieutenant, Mr. Frazier, a little 
above Pig Point, with positive orders, should the enemy 
appear near him in force, to set fire to every boat and 
see that they were in conflagration and then join him with 
the rest of the men, this was done the next day, he also 
informed the Secretary of " Admiral Cockburn's boast, 
that he would dine in Washington on Sunday, after having 
destroyed the flotilla." Barney marched to Upper Marl- 
borough that evening, the next morning he continued his 
march to the Wood Yard to meet General Winder, which he 
reached about noon. There he again met Captain Miller 
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of the Marines, with 80 men and five guns, under orders to 
report to him. Commodore Barney was much gratified 
at this accession to his force; in the meantime, General 
Winder rode up and stated that the whole American army- 
had been ordered to retreat to Washington, which course 
the Commodore had to follow, with his naval division, 
encamping that night at Old Field. President Madison 
with his cabinet, had all come from Washington to meet 
them, the Secretary of the Navy joined the Commodore 
and slept that night in his tent. 

Next morning Commodore Barney accompanied the 
Secretary, to pay his respects to the President, who in the 
course of the forenoon reviewed the combined forces and 
exhorted the officers to be firm and faithful to their duty. 
At sunset, they resumed the line of march, towards the 
city, crossing the Eastern Branch bridge, at the foot of 
Pennsylvania Avenue, when about 10 p.m. they reached 
Washington: Commodore Barney leaving his guns with a 
detachment at the circle, located at the West End of the 
bridge, taking the remainder of Jus force to the Marine 
Barracks, on 8th Street S. E., where they passed the night. 

In the morning, General Winder had an interview with 
the Commodore, stating that he expected the enemy would 
undertake to enter the city by the same route, they had 
taken, and requested the Commodore to take upon him- 
self the defense of the Eastern Branch bridge. The Com- 
modore hastened to comply with this order, placing his 
cannon in battery formation at the circle (foot of Penn- 
sylvania Avenue), so as to command the passage of the 
river. About eleven o'clock a vidette came with the infor- 
mation, that the enemy had suddenly wheeled to the right, 
and were then on the road to Bladensburg: a moment 
later and President Madison and his cabinet rode up, to 
whom Commodore Barney imparted the information he 
had just received, he at once solicited permission to aban- 
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don the position at the bridge and that he be allowed to 
march with his force to join the Army, then posted be- 
tween Bladensburg and the city. The President readily 
assented and in a few minutes Commodore Barney was on 
his march towards Bladensburg, with his guns and men: 
riding ahead, he came up with the American forces drawn 
up in detached parties, in three lines, the firing having 
already begun: he instantly dispatched an officer to hasten 
the march of his men who came up "in a trot" notwith- 
standing their exhaustion: he stopped at the District 
of Columbia line and had scarcely time to form his men 
and unlimber his guns, placing an 18 pounder on the turn- 
pike and the other 18 pounder with the three 12 pounders 
on the slope of the adjoining hill, before he perceived our 
army in full retreat towards the city, leaving his command 
isolated. Nevertheless he held his ground, serving his 
guns with great precision, they wrought havoc in the ranks 
of the advancing enemy, until assaulted also on the flank, 
deserted by the supporting Maryland regiment on the neigh- 
boring Veitch's hill, commanded by Colonel Wm. D. Beall 
(see appendix), with ammunition nearly exhausted, he 
ordered his marines under Captain Miller and the seamen 
acting as infantry under the flotilla officers to make a 
counter attack upon the enemy, who were driven back, 
while his battery played upon them with grape and canni- 
ster, inflicting severe losses, meanwhile the rest of the 
American forces had disappeared out of sight; when the 
enemy returned to the attack, Barney's horse was shot under 
him, several of his best officers killed or wounded, he himself 
severely wounded in the thigh, he realized the hopelessness 
of further prolonging the conflict with his small force, with- 
out further cartridges for muskets or cannon, the enemy 
having nearly surrounded his men, he felt it to be his duty 
to order a retreat, which was effected in perfect order by 
the survivors of his men, leaving their five guns on the 
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field; loss of blood weakened him so, that he was forced to 
lie down, at the spring near the road, ordering his attending 
officers to leave him there, with the exception of one, Mr. 
Huffington. In a few minutes the enemy came up — 
Captain Wainwright, the commander of Admiral Sir 
George Cockburn's flagship, was the first to approach and 
ascertaining the identity of the wounded man, went in 
search of the Admiral, who soon made his appearance, 
accompanied by the commanding General, Ross, both of 
whom at once offered immediate aid and the services of a 
surgeon. General Ross said, "I am very glad to see you, 
Commodore/ ' to which the Commodore replied, "I am 
sorry, I cannot return to you the compliment, General." 
Ross smiled and turned to the Admiral, remarked "I told 
you it was the the Flotilla men" — " Yes, you were right, 
though I could not believe you — they have given us the 
only real fighting we have had." The two British com- 
manders consulted for a while, then General Ross turning 
to the prisoner, said, "Commodore Barney, you are paroled, 
where do you wish to be conveyed?" His wound in the 
meantime had been dressed by a British surgeon, he re- 
quested to be conveyed to Bladensburg. The general 
ordered a sergeant's guard to attend with a litter and Cap- 
tain Wainwright was directed by Admiral Cockburn to 
accompany it and see that every attention was paid to 
the Commodore, who felt very weak, besides the motion of 
the litter excited such intense pain in his wound, that was 
plainly indicated in his countenance. Captain Wain- 
wright noticed it, and immediate y ordered the soldiers 
to put the litter down, saying "they did not know how to 
handle a man" he then directed a young naval officer 
who was with hipi "to bring a gang of sailors" to carry the 
litter. This order was speedily executed and the Commo- 
dore found a most agreeable difference in the comfort of 
his conveyance for the rest of the road, the sailors, as Cap- 
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tain Wainwright had predicted " handled him like a child/' 
as the carriers were being changed, one of Barney's 
wounded seamen who had been taken prisoner, and whose 
arm was hanging helpless at his side, rushed up to the 
litter, knelt by the side of his beloved commander, and seiz- 
ing one of his hands, with the only serviceable arm, kissed 
it repeatedly with great apparent affection and burst into 
tears. The effect of this action upon the British sailors was 
electric — they began to wipe their eyes and blow their noses 
in concert and one of them exclaimed "Well, damn my 
eyes! if he wasn't a kind commander that chap wouldn't 
have done that." Dr. Martin in his reminiscences states 
that while the Commodore was being conveyed to Bladens- 
burg, they met a party of prisoners, he requested a halt 
and that they be called to him, whereupon one of the 
British sailors yelled out, "Come over here, Yankees, to 
see your countryman Barney, he looks like a spread 
Aigle, Yankees!" the prisoners shook hands with the brave 
old Commodore, who gave them words of cheer. Upon 
reaching Bladensburg, he was carried at his own request 
into "Ross's Tavern" and there taking a banknote of fifty 
dollars from his pocketbook, he offered it to the sailors, 
in remuneration of the care and tenderness with which 
they had conveyed him, but these noble hearted tars, 
positively refused to accept a single cent for their labor. 
Captain Miller of the Marines, who had been severely 
wounded in the charge on the enemy, to the right of the 
battery was among the prisoners and was brought at the 
Commodore's request to his room at Ross's. The British 
forces entered Washington by the Bladensburg road about 
8 p.m., following the battle, evacuating the city and return- 
ing by the same route, on the night of the 25th, during a 
terrific electric storm, rain falling in torrents: during the 
evening, General Ross, requested the Commodore to 
take charge of the exchange of prisoners and look after 
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the wounded British, who had to be left behind, in the 
rapid retreat to the British fleet. Barney attended to 
all the details of this important duty, in the midst of his 
own suffering and great pain from his wound, remaining 
in Bladensburg until the 27th, when his wife, his son Wil- 
liam and his own surgeon, Dr. Hamilton, arrived with a 
carriage, in which he was conveyed, upon a bed, to his 
farm, near Elkridge. The following extract from the 
English account of the Battle of Bladensburg, pays tribute 
of the foe, to a brave enemy. 

(Page 120, Campaigns of the British Army at Washington and 
New Orleans, by Lieutenant George R. Gleig, 85th Regt.) 

"This battle, by which the fate of the American Capital was 
decided, began about one o'clock in the afternoon, and lasted 
till four. The loss on the part of the British was severe, since, 
out of two-thirds of the army, which were engaged upwards of 
five hundred men were killed and wounded; and what rendered it 
doubly severe was, that among these were numbered several 
officers of rank and distinction. Colonel Thornton who com- 
manded the light brigade; Lieutenant-Colonel Wood command- 
ing the 85th regiment, and Major Brown who had led the ad- 
vanced guard were all severely wounded; and General Ross 
himself had a horse shot under him. On the side of the Ameri- 
cans the loss was not so great. Being in possession of a strong 
position, they were of course less exposed in defending, than 
the others in storming it; and had they conducted themselves 
with coolness and resolution, it is not conceiveable how the day 
could have been won. 

But the fact is, that, with the exception of a party of sailors 
from the gunboats, under the command of Commodore Barney, 
no troops could behave worse than they did. The skirmishers 
were driven in as soon as attacked, the first line gave way with- 
out offering the slightest resistance, and the left of the main 
body was broken within half an hour after it was seriously 
engaged. Of the sailors however, it would be injustice not to 
speak in the terms which their conduct merits. 
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They were employed as gunners, and not only did they serve 
their guns with a quickness and precision which astonished their 
assailants, but they stood till some of them were actually bayo- 
neted, with fuses in their hands: nor was it till their leader was 
wounded and taken, and they saw themselves deserted on all 
sides by the soldiers, that they quitted the field. With respect 
to the British army, again, no line of distinction can be drawn. 
All did their duty, and none more gallantly than the rest; 
and although the brunt of the affair fell upon the light 
brigade, this was owing chiefly to the circumstances of its being 
at the head of the column, and perhaps, also, in some degree, to 
its own rash impetuosity. The artillery, indeed could do little; 
being unable to show itself in presence of a force so superior, 
but the six-pounder was nevertheless brought into action, and 
a corps of rockets proved of striking utility. 

Our troops being worn down from fatigue, and of course as 
ignorant of the country, as the Americans were the reverse, the 
pursuit could not be continued to any distance. Neither was it 
attended with much slaughter. Diving into the recesses of the 
forests, and covering themselves with cavalrymen, the enemy 
were quickly beyond our reach; and having no cavalry even to 
scour the high road, ten of their lightest guns were carried off in 
the flight. The defeat, however, was absolute, and the army, 
which had been collected for the defence of Washington was 
scattered beyond the possibility of, at least an immediate re- 
union: and as the distance from Bladensburg to that city does 
not exceed four miles, there appeared to be no further obstacle 
in the way, to prevent its immediate capture." 

On the twenty-ninth, Commodore Barney forwarded his 
first official report to the Secretary of the Navy, in the 
following statement viz: 

Copy of letter from Commodore Barney to the Secretary of the Navy. 
(Niles' Register, Vol. 7., pp. 7, 8.) 

Farm at Elk Ridge, Aug. 29, 1814. 
Sir: This is the first moment I have had it in my power to 
make a report of the proceedings of the forces under my com- 
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mand since I had the honor of seeing you on Tuesday, the 23d. 
inst., at the camp at the " Old Fields." On the afternoon of that 
day we were informed that the enemy was advancing upon us. 
Our army was put into order of battle and our positions taken ; 
my forces on the right, flanked by the two battalions of the 36th 
and 38th Regts., where we remained some hours. The enemy, 
however did not make his appearance. A little before sunset 
General Winder came to me and recommended that the heavy 
artillery should be withdrawn, with the exception of one twelve 
pounder to cover the retreat. We took up the line of march, and 
in the night entered Washington by the Eastern Branch 
Bridge. I marched my men, &c, to the marine barracks, and 
took up quarters for the night. About 2 o'clock General Winder 
came to my quarters and we made some arrangements. In the 
morning I received a note from General Winder, and waited 
upon him. He requested me to take command and place my 
artillery to defend the passage of the bridge on the Eastern 
Branch, as the enemy was approaching the city in that direction. 
I immediately put my guns in position, leaving the marines and 
the rest of my men at the barracks, to wait further orders. I 
was in this situation when I had the honor to meet you with the 
president and the heads of departments, when it was deter- 
mined I should draw off my guns and men, and proceed towards 
Bladensburg, which was immediately put into execution. On 
our way I was informed that the enemy was within a mile of 
Bladensburg; we hurried on, though the day was very hot, and 
my men much crippled with the severe marches we had experi- 
enced the preceding days. I preceded the men, and when I 
arrived at the line which separates the District from Maryland, 
the battle began. I sent an officer back to hasten on my men — 
they came up in a trot. We took our position on the rising 
ground, put the pieces in battery, posted the marines under 
Captain Miller, and flotilla men, who were to act as infantry 
under their own officers, on my right, to support the pieces, and 
waited the approach of the enemy. During this period the en- 
gagement continued — the enemy advancing and our army re- 
treating before them, apparently in much disorder. At length 
the enemy made his appearance on the main road in force and in 
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front of my battery, and on seeing us, made a halt; I reserved our 
fire, in a few minutes the enemy again advanced; when I ordered 
an 18 pounder to be fired; which completely cleared the road; 
shortly afterwards a second and third attempt was made by 
the enemy to come forward, but all who made the attempt were 
destroyed. The enemy then crossed over into an open field 
and attempted to flank our right. It was there met by three 12 
pounders, the marines under Captain Miller, and my men act- 
ing as infantry, and again was totally cut up. By this time not 
a vestige of the American Army remained, except a body of five 
or six hundred posted on a height on my right, from whom I 
expected much support from their fine situation. The enemy 
from this period never appeared in front of us. He, however, 
pushed forward his sharpshooters, one of whom shot my horse 
from under me, which fell dead between two of my guns. The 
enemy, who had been kept in check by our fire nearly half an 
hour, now began to outflank us on the right. Our guns were 
turned that way — he pushed up the hill about 200 or 300 men 
towards the corps of Americans as above described, who to my 
great mortification made no resistance, giving a fire or two and 
retiring. 

In this situation we had the whole army of the enemy to 
contend with; our ammunition was expended, and unfortunately 
the drivers of our ammunition wagons had gone off in the gen- 
eral panic. At this time I received a severe wound in my thigh, 
Capt. Miller was wounded, Sailing Master Warner killed, Act- 
ing Sailing Master Martin killed, and Sailing Master Martin 
wounded; but to the honor of my officers and men, as 
fast as their companions and mess mates fell at the guns, they 
were instantly replaced from those acting as infantry. Finding 
the enemy now completely in our rear and no means of defence, 
I gave orders to my officers and men to retire. Three of my 
officers assisted me to get off a short distance, but the great loss 
of blood occasioned such a weakness that I was compelled to lie 
down. I requested my officers to leave me which they obsti- 
nately refused, but upon being ordered they obeyed, one only re- 
mained. In a short time I observed a British soldier and had him 
called, and directed him to seek an officer; in a few minutes an 
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officer came, who on learning who I was, brought General Ross 
and Admiral Cockburn to me. These officers behaved to me 
with the most marked attention, respect and politeness, had a 
surgeon brought and my wound dressed immediately. After a 
few minutes conversation the general informed me (after pay- 
ing me a handsome compliment) that I was paroled y and at 
liberty to proceed to Washington or Bladensburg, as also Mr. 
Huffington, who had remained with me, offering me every 
assistance in his power, giving orders for a litter to be brought, 
in which I was carried to Bladensburg. Captain Wainright, 
first captain to Admiral Cochrane, remained with me, and be- 
haved to me as if I were a brother. 

During the stay of the enemy at Bladensburg, I received the 
most polite attention from the officers both of the navy and the 
army. 

My wound is deep, but I flatter myself not dangerous; the 
ball is not yet extracted. I fondly hope a few weeks will restore 
me to health, and that an exchange will take place, that I may 
resume my command, or any other that you and the President 
may honor me with. 

Yours respectfully, 

(Signed) Joshua Barney. 
Honorable William Jones, 

Secretary of the Navy. 

It is not the purpose of this paper to attempt a general 
description, of the Battle of Bladensburg facetiously 
termed the " Bladensburg Races/ ' nor to inquire into the 
causes that brought on the disastrous defeat, whether it 
was the faulty leadership or apparent cowardice on the 
part of the majority of the American participants, has 
never been definitely settled, but it must be conceded 
that the brigade from the District of Columbia, commanded 
by General Walter Smith, which protested against the order 
to retreat, acquitted itself with credit; no apologies need be 
offered for the commands of Colonel Magruder, Colonel 
Wm. Brent, Captain Benjamin Burch, Major George 
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Peter, Captain Doughty, Captain Stull, etc., (see reports 
in appendix) nor should too much reliance be placed upon 
the exaggerated reports of the vandalism of the enemy 
during its temporary occupation of the city, such as the 
destruction of the Navy Yard or the mutilation of the 
Tripoli monument as all evidence extant, relieves the 
invaders from this latter charge. (The official British re- 
ports in appendix.) 

President Madison called a special meeting of Congress 
immediately upon his return to Washington, which con- 
vened on September 19, 1814, only twenty-five days after 
the evacuation of the city by the British, being the 3rd 
Session of the 13th Congress, 1 on the 23rd. it appointed a 
special committee to inquire into the causes of the success 
of the enemy in his recent enterprises against this metropo- 
lis and the neighboring town of Alexandria and into the 
manner in which the public buildings and property were 
destroyed and the amount thereof, and that they have 
power to send for persons and papers, consisting of Mr. 
Richard M. Johnson, of Kentucky, Mr. Lowndes, South 
Carolina, Mr. Stockton, New Jersey, Mr. Miller, New York, 
Mr. Goldsborough, Maryland, Mr. Barbour, Virginia, Mr. 
Pickens, North Carolina. It reported November 29, 
1814, 2 and the report of 370 pages was ordered to be 
printed (No. 24). Documents accompanying the report 
were fifteen in number, No. 9 report from the Navy 
Department, including the official report from Commodore 
Barney. 

The letters to the committee from Col. Beall and 
Captain Burch have been included in the appendix as 
they possess local interest. 

Many attempts to extract the ball from the Commo- 

1 Thirteenth Cong. 2nd session adjourned April 18, 1814; 3rd ses- 
sion convened September 19, 1814; adjourned March 3, 1815. 
*H. R. Report No. 24. 13th Cong., 3rd session. 
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dore's wound were made all of which proved ineffectual, 
nor was it possible to determine its exact location, therefore 
the surgeons finally concluded to allow the bullet to 
remain and the wound to heal. The comforts of home and 
the close attention of a devoted wife, children and friends, 
soon raised him from his bed of suffering, but the unfortun- 
ate bullet continued occasionally, to give him great un- 
easiness and pain during the rest of his life and was indeed, 
eventually the cause of his death, about four years later. 
The Commodore's unbounded gratification at the brave de- 
fense of Baltimore, followed by the retreat of the enemy 
in dire defeat, September 18, the happy result being partly 
due to the efforts of his own gallant flotilla men, can be 
readily understood: on September 20th, he was sufficiently 
convalescent to take a ride to Baltimore, to visit the flotilla 
where he was received with joyful acclamation by his offi- 
cers and men. The Commodore's name was on every 
tongue, throughout the land, as soon as the story of Blad- 
ensburg was told, his praises resounded everywhere but the 
City of Washington took the first steps to give it sub- 
stantial recognition, by the passage of formal resolutions. 

Daily National Intelligencer, October 1st, 1814. 

Tribute to Valor. 

resolutions of the corporation. 

Resolved, By the Board of Alderman and board of Common 
Council of the City of Washington, That the Mayor be, and 
he hereby is, authorized to present to Commodore Barney a 
sword, as a testimonial of the high sense which this Corporation 
entertains of his distinguished gallantry and good conduct at 
the Battle of Bladensburg. 

Resolved, That the Mayor be, and he hereby is, authorized 
to present through Commodore Barney, the thanks of the Cor- 
poration to the gallant officers and men, who served under his 
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orders on the twenty-fourth of August last, and to assure them, 
this corporation entertains the most lively sense of their services 
on that day. 

(Signed) Roger C. Weightman, 

approved Sep. 28, 1814 President of the Board of Common 

Council. 
Joseph Gales, Jr. 
President Pro tempore of the Board of Alderman 
James H. Blake, Mayor. 

Answer of Commodore Barney. 

Washington, D. C, Sep. 30, 1814. 

James H. Blake, Esq., Mayor of the City of Washington. 

Sir: I acknowledge to have received through your hands the 
Resolves of the Board of Aldermen and Common Council of 
the City of Washington. 

In regard to the first, I offer my acknowledgments for the 
manner in which they have honored me, and fondly hope to con- 
tinue their good opinion whenever the occasion may again 
present of doing my duty. In regard to the second resolve, I 
shall feel a grateful pleasure in communicating their wishes to 
the brave officers and men who served under my orders on the 
24th. August last, and so gallantly sustained the character of 
Americans, and to whom I am much indebted for the particular 
honor conferred on myself. 

I am, sir, with respect, 

Your obedient servant, 

Joshua Barney. 

An Act appropriating a sum of money for the purchase 
of a sword, to be presented to Commodore Barney. 

Be it Enacted by the Board of Aldermen and Board op 
Common Council of the City of Washington, That for the 
purpose of defraying the cost of a sword which the city council 
has voted to commodore Barney, as a testimony of their respect 
for the gallantry and intrepidity displayed by himself, and the 
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officers and men under his command, in the defence of this city 
on the 24th day of August last, there shall be, and hereby is 
appropriated, out of any moneys in the general fund not other- 
wise appropriated, a sum not exceeding three hundred dollars 
to be expended under the direction of the Mayor of the city. 

Approved, October 18th, 1814. 

We have been favored with the following description of the 
Sword lately presented to Commodore Barney by the Corpora- 
tion of this City, in testimony of the intrepidity and valor dis- 
played by him and the handful of men under his immediate com- 
mand, in defence of the City of Washington, on the 24th, of 
August 1814. The sword is elegant — the device on it is hand- 
some. On the outer side of the blade is a mythological emblem. 
It is a figure with helmet, visor up, holding on the left arm a 
fasces indicative of the genius of the Union: the left foot is in 
the prow of a galley, and the right is on the land: the right hand 
holds an inverted spear erect on a globe, indicative of valor and 
military renown by sea and by land. 

The rest are the usual technical and military trophies and a 
naval crown. 

The blade is damasked, clouded, purpled, gilt and purpled, 
with the point and edge highly burnished, and it has a shell, 
containing the eagle with the anchor, surrounded by eighteen 
stars. The hilt, an eagle head, the guard a stirrup with tro- 
phies, and the whole mounting, scabbard and hilt and guard, 
are of solid pure silver, highly gilt. 

The following inscription appears on the blade: "In testi- 
mony of the intrepidity and valor of commodore Joshua Barney 
and the handful of men under his immediate command in the 
defence of the City of Washington on the 24th. of August 1814, 
the Corporation of the City have bestowed on him the sword.' ' 

National Intelligencer 

The State of Georgia honored herself by passing similar 
resolutions, thanking the Commodore for his defence of 
the Nation's Capital. 
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On October 7, he proceeded to Washington and was sent 
the same day with a flag of truce to the British Admiral 
Malcolm in the Chesapeake Bay, for the purpose of arrang- 
ing an exchange of prisoners; in Barney's company were 
Colonels Thornton and Woods and several other British 
Officers and about eighty men; he arranged a general 
exchange of all prisoners of war, including himself, the 
Americans who had been sent to Halifax and Bermuda to 
be released and sent home. Returning to Baltimore on 
October 10th, he resumed the command of his flotilla, 
which had been augmented with a number of new barges, 
in addition to a frigate, just launched, he receiving orders 
from the Navy Department to recruit a larger force of 
men, with authority to give increased pay and bounty. 

Copy of letter from Commodore Joshua Barney to Ben- 
jamin Homans, Esq., found in Captain's letter books, 1815, 
Vol. I. 

Baltimore, January 9, 1815. 

My dear Sir: I have received your friendly letter of the 6th 
instant, and sincerely thank you for your good opinion, and to 
assure that I feel gratified at the contents. As you have so un- 
equivocally assured me of your friendship, I hope I shall not 
trespass upon your patience in giving you a short detail of my 
services (perhaps unknown to you at this time) by which you will 
be able to appreciate what merits I may have acquired. In 
September 1775, 1 returned from Europe in a ship of 300 tons, 
being my first voyage as master, and in October went into the 
service of the United States as sailing master of a sloop of 10 
guns, then fitting out to join Commodore Hopkins in the Dela- 
ware. We joined him in December, and sailed for New Provi- 
dence, which we captured, and our sloop returned to Philadelphia 
in April 1776. In May we had an engagement for two days in 
the Delaware between the flotilla under Commodore Hazelwood 
and the British ships "Roebuck" of 44 guns, and "Liverpool," 
frigate, of 32 guns. I had volunteered my services on this 
occasion. In June, Mr. Robert Morris, chairman of the Marine 
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Committee enquired for me and presented me with a lieutenant's 
commission in the navy. (I knew him not, or ever solicited 
preferment.) He told me it was in consequence of my good be- 
havior in the flotilla. I remained a lieutenant and partook of 13 
battles, until March, 1782, when the State of Pennsylvania hav- 
ing the Delaware infested by the enemy's small cruisers, fitted 
out the ship "Hyder Ally" and offered me the command. In 
April I took the "General Monk." The U. S. purchased her 
and I was appointed to the command. In 1783 peace was pro- 
claimed, the Navy disbanded, the ships laid up or sold off. I 
was continued in the service until May, 1784, nearly a year 
after every other officer was discharged. 

In 1794 I was again appointed one of the six captains in the 
navy under the present Constitution (unsolicited on my part) 
but by putting an officer (Capt. Talbot) over me, a man who 
had never been in the service, I sent my commission to the 
President (General Washington) and which was never accepted, 
it remained so and I left the U. S. in the same vessel wi:h Mr. 
Monroe, our minister to France, and on our arrival Mr. Mon- 
roe caused the flag of America to be presented to the National 
Convention and selected me to be the bearer. On his represent- 
ing that I had served in the cause of liberty giving freedom to 
the U. S., a decree passed the Convention immediately, and in 
my presence, to employ me in the Navy of France. I remained 
in that service for 8 years, first as Cap'taine de Vaisseau (ship 
of the line) and afterwards for 4 years as Chef de Division 
(commissioned commodore). I served three years in the West 
Indies at St. Domingo, as commander-in-chief, having under 
my command at times 23 ships and vessels of war. I returned 
to France at the peace and in 1802 quit that service and returned 
to the U. S., having with me the most flattering testimonials 
of my services. During Mr. Jefferson's administration, Mr. 
Robert Morris often solicited me to join the Navy, but did 
not see how it could be done consistently to give me my former 
rank after having resigned my commission, although in two 
instances it had been done to others. In the first place Captain 
Truxton had resigned from the same motive I did (Captain 
Talbot) he was again reinstated in his former rank. In the 2d 
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place Capt. Rodgers (now Commodore Rodgers) was dismissed 
from the service for improper conduct by the President; he 
remained out of the service for about 15 months, when from 
intrigue and friends, he was reinstated in his former rank and 
commission. However, notwithstanding these two instances, 
I never solicited to be reinstated. Mr. Smith then offered me 
the Superintendence of the Navy Yard, and the law was passed 
for the express purpose, but a clause in it which required the 
officers should be a Captain in the Navy prevented my accep- 
tance, not wishing to run the risk of serving under young men, 
which would have been the case of Capt. Rodgers, whom I put 
into the Navy as my first lieutenant in 1794. The office of 
superintendent, on my refusal, was given to Capt. Tingey, who 
has held it ever since. 

In May 1812, I had sold all my property in Baltimore and 
retired to a farm in the country, with a view to spending the 
remainder of my days in the bosom of my family, having married 
a second wife, young and beautiful, but the war was declared in 
June, my country called, I gave up domestic happiness again, 
and finding that I could not be employed in the Navy, I instantly 
sent to Washington and got No. 1 commission for private armed 
vessels, determined to set an example to my countrymen (not- 
withstanding the high rank I had held) which example was fol- 
lowed by gentlemen who perhaps otherwise would never have 
thought of such a thing, privateering being until then thought 
dishonorable. Thus I gave a ton to private enterprise; my suc- 
cesses gave further encouragement. After my first cruise, T 
quit, Congress having put a stop to that kind of enterprise by 
improper restrictions, &c. I was again peaceably with my family 
when Mr. Jones, through Judge Nicholson, made me the offer 
to command the flotilla. I accepted, with only one condition, 
to receive my orders exclusively from the Department, which T 
was assured should be the case. As I had been acquiring infor- 
mation for nearly 40 years, I conceived my age, rank and 
experience entitled me to a situation not to be commanded by 
men who could not have obtained the same knowledge, some of 
them very young in every qualification as commanders, although 
very brave men. I shall never refuse my services to my coun- 
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try, when they shall be called forth, so that I can serve without a 
blush on my cheek, or where my honor shall not be assailed. I 
never did solicit an office nor did I ever refuse to serve when 
called upon. I have fought 26 battles in my country's cause 
and am ready to fight as many more. 

Thus, sir, I have stated as briefly as I could my services from 
the commencement of the Revolution to the present time. I 
thought I would write it to you as a friend, and have most 
cheerfully done it, and am sincerely your friend and very Hble. 
Servant, 

(signed) Joshua Barney. 
Benjamin Homans, Esq. 

Chief-Clerk of the Navy Department. 

After the exchange of prisoners, the British fleet left 
the Bay but Barney's active preparations were continued, 
being ready for any emergency, when on the 14th of Feb- 
ruary the news spread, that Mr. Hughes had arrived from 
Ghent, with the signed treaty of peace. Congress immedi- 
ately passed an act, directing the flotilla to be discharged, 
with a gratuity of four months' pay to the officers and men, 
this was followed by orders to the Commodore from the 
Navy Department to lay up his boats and disband his 
gallant crews, complying with these instructions by April 
29th, all of his multifarious accounts with the government 
had been duly examined and settled to his satisfaction. 

Hardly returned to Baltimore he was again called to 
Washington, where he was informed by the President that 
as a special mark of honor, he had selected Commodore 
Barney, to carry important despatches to the American 
plenipotentiaries in Europe; in spite of his physical in- 
firmities, caused by his wound, he sailed May 25, from 
Baltimore in a vessel bound to Plymouth, reaching this 
port, so well known to him, on July 6, feeling excessively 
fatigued and indisposed. Here he learned that Messrs. 
Bayard, Clay, and Gallatin had already sailed for the 
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United States and that Mr. Adams was at London, he 
started for that city, arriving there in such a weakened state 
that he was unable to leave his bed for several darys when 
feeling somewhat restored he delivered his despatches to 
Mr. Adams, and receiving from that gentleman, the des- 
patches for Washington, he embarked August 9th, at 
Gravesend, for home; arriving at Baltimore October 13th, 
in a collapsed condition. It required many months before 
he had partially recovered, from the effects of this European 
voyage : he passed most of this time on the farm, diversi- 
fied by short trips to Baltimore or to Washington, until 
the autumn of 1816, when he proposed a trip on horse- 
back to the Kentucky property at and near Elizabeth 
Town to his wife and her sister, Miss Anna Maria Coale, 
(who resided with them) the ladies being expert eques- 
triennes joined the party and about the middle of October 
they started; they arrived at Frankfort about the beginning 
of December the distinguished party was overwhelmed 
with hospitality, dinner after dinner being given in their 
honor, toasts fulsome in character, lauding "the great 
deeds of Commodore Barney/ ' "the hero of two wars," 
"the land and the ocean bear witness that he is a patriot 
and a soldier" were drank with enthusiasm, especially 
when the Commodore told the Kentuckians of his inten- 
tion to become a citizen of that state. 

The legislature of Kentucky then in session, passed the 
following resolutions unanimously: 

"The arrival of Commodore Joshua Barney in Kentucky, at 
this time, revives in our recollection the distinguished services 
of that gallant officer, during the late war, and particularly at 
Bladensburg. 

Wherefore, 

Resolved by the legislature of Kentucky, that the military 
conduct and achievements of that gentleman during the late 
war and on the aforesaid memorable occasion, deserves and has 
the admiration of the legislature of Kentucky." 
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Commodore Barney and family did not reach home until 
the summer of the following year, where, his health improv- 
ing, he began to make preparations for the removal of the 
family to Kentucky, when in November, he was appointed 
Naval Officer at the Baltimore Custom House, by his old 
friend President Monroe; having taken the oath of office, 
he immediately appointed his son, Major William B. 
Barney, his Deputy, who attended to all the active duties 
of the office : the Commodore's personal presence not being 
obligatory, excepting at intervals. 

In April, 1818, he took another trip to Kentucky, having 
made an exchange of part of his land, for a fine residence 
in Elizabeth, returning to Baltimore, in July, where the 
winding up of his affairs in Maryland (the farm at Elk- 
ridge had now been sold) kept him busy until autumn 
set in: obtaining leave of absence from the Treasury 
Department, he started late in October with all his family 
including his three young children by his second wife, 
Adele, Eliza, and Joshua together with the servants 
(slaves) , stock, horses, furniture, etc., proceeding to Browns- 
ville, Pa., where he expected to find conveyance down the 
Ohio, to Pittsburg, here he purchased a boat, fitted her 
up with a temporary cabin for the accommodation of the 
family and placing on board goods of all descriptions he 
took his departure from Brownsville; the low stage of the 
water retarded their progress to such an extent, that they 
were nearly three weeks under way, from Brownsville 
to Pittsburg. On the second week out, he had a violent 
attack of bilious fever, which in a few days so far abated, 
that he thought himself convalescent, when they arrived 
in Pittsburg, Thursday, November 26, but he was unable 
to leave the boat; a physician was speedily summoned, 
to whom he complained of pain in the back and sore throat, 
a blister was applied, the customary remedy of that period; 
he was pronounced to be improving, on Monday he was 
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able to sit up for a short time, but that night he was seized 
with violent spasms in his wounded limb and on Tuesday 
morning, December 1, 1818, after being seized with 
another spasm, he suddenly expired, his gallant spirit re- 
turning to Him who had given it. Thus died this patriot 
hero at the age of fifty-nine years and six months. In 
accordance with his expressed wishes to his wife, the rifle 
bullet was sought for, after his demise and when found, 
was forwarded to his son William, together with the 
sword presented to him by the City of Washington. His 
remains were interred in the burying ground of the First 
Presbyterian Church at Pittsburg and over them a plain 
white marble slab on granite base, was laid by order of 
his widow. (They were removed to the Alleghany Ceme- 
tery on May 12, 1848.) 

(Extracts from the Pittsburg Mercury.) 

The whole city, every class of citizens unite in paying honor 
to the occasion. Although he died among strangers yet his 
fellow citizens were not strangers to his distinguished worth and 
service. The manner in which the last sad rites were performed 
to his memory, and the immense concourse which attended on 
the occasion, mournfully evinced the high interest they felt 
in witnessing the departure of another of the revolutionary 
heroes. 

From the Pittsburg Statesman. 

Every respect was shown to the memory of this gallant and 
celebrated officer, which times and circumstances would admit 
of, as one of the heroes of the Revolution, he was beloved and 
respected and as the Champion of Bladensburg he was every- 
where received with enthusiasm. 

It is impossible to describe the intense grief of the stricken 
widow over this sudden and totally unexpected death, 
she survived him until October 14, 1849 when she too 
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passed away at Louisville (at the home of Isaac Everett). 
The melancholy intelligence of his death, reached his 
native city, Baltimore on the 7th of December; at the 
extra session of the City Councils, the following Resolu- 
tion was passed: 

Resolved by the Mayor and City Council of Baltimore, 
That, the Mayor and Presidents of the two branches be, and 
they are hereby authorized and requested to employ Mr. Rem- 
brant Peale to execute from the best likeness that can be ob- 
tained in this City, a portrait of our late gallant and distin- 
guished fellow citizen, COMMODORE JOSHUA BARNEY, 
and that the said portrait be placed in the chamber of the first 
branch, as a testimony of respect for his memory and gratitude 
for his patriotic services. 

Commodore Barney's last will and testament together 
with some other interesting papers and facts connected 
with his glorious career, are published in the appendix. 

Ninety-six years have now elapsed, since the invader's 
heel was felt in the National Capital, when Commodore 
Joshua Barney was hailed as its valiant defender; genera- 
tions have passed away, without paying the obligation 
incurred by his imperishable deeds while other men, with 
less claim to a Nation's gratitude have had public statues 
erected in their honor, let it then redound to the credit 
of the Columbia Historical Society, to call the attention 
of the Country to this omission and offer a respectful 
petition to the Congress of the United States, to give his 
illustrious name to the spot within the City's limits, where 
his guns were planted in its defence and thus perpetuate 
in enduring bronze, by an appropriate monument, the 
lineaments of this great hero of the struggle for Inde- 
pendence and of the War of 1812. 
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Sir, 



APPENDIX D. 

REPORT OF GENERAL WINDER. 

Baltimore, August 27, 1814. 



When the enemy arrived at the mouth of Potomac, of 
all the militia which I had been authorized to assemble there 
were but about 1,700 in the field, from thirteen to fourteen 
hundred under general Stansbury near this place, and about 
two hundred and fifty at Bladensburg, under lieut. col. Kramer; 
the slow progress of draft, and the imperfect organization, with 
the ineffectiveness of the laws to compel them to turn out, 
rendered it impossible to have procured more. 

The militia of this state, and of the contiguous parts of Vir- 
ginia and Pennsylvania, were called on en masse, but the former 
militia law of Pennsylvania had expired the first day of June or 
July, and the one adopted in its place is not to take effect in 
organizing the militia before October. No aid therefore has 
been received from that state. 

After all the force that could be put at my disposal in that 
short time, and making such dispositions as I deemed best 
calculated to present the most respectful force at whatever point 
the enemy might strike, I was enabled, by the most active and 
harrassing movements of the troops, to interpose before the 
enemy at Bladensburg, about five thousand men, including 
three hundred and fifty regulars and commodore Barney's 
command. Much the largest portion of this force arrived on 
the ground when the enemy were in sight, and were disposed 
to support in the best manner the position which general Stans- 
bury had taken. They had barely reached the ground before 
the action commenced, which was about one o'clock P.M., of 
the 24th instant, and continued about an hour. 

167 
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The contest was not as obstinately maintained as could have 
been desired, but was by parts of the troops sustained with 
great spirit and with prodigious effect, and had the whole of 
our force been equally firm, I am induced to believe that the 
enemy would have been repulsed notwithstanding all the dis- 
advantages under which we fought. The artillery from Balti- 
more, supported by major Pinkney's rifle battalion and a part 
of captain Doughty's from the navy yard, were in advance to 
command the pass of the bridge at Bladensburg, and played 
upon the enemy, as I have since learned, with very destructive 
effect; but the rifle troops were obliged after some time to retire 
and of course artillery. Superior numbers, however, rushed upon 
them and made their retreat necessary, not however without 
great loss on the part of the enemy. Major Pinkney received a 
severe wound in his right arm, after he had retired to the left 
flank of Stansbury's brigade. The right and centre of Stand- 
bur y's brigade, consisting of lieutenant colonel Ragan's and 
Shutz's regiments, generally gave way very soon afterwards, 
with the exception of about forty rallied by colonel Ragan, after 
having lost his horse and a whole or a part of captain Trower's 
company, but of whom general Stansbury represents to have 
made, even thus deserted, a gallant stand. The fall which lieu- 
tenant colonel Ragan received from his horse, together with 
his great efforts to sustain his position, rendered him unable 
to follow the retreat; we have, therefore, to lament that this 
gallant and excellent officer has been taken prisoner; he has, 
however, been paroled, and I met him here recovering from the 
bruises occasioned by his fall. The loss of his service at this 
moment is serious. The 5th Baltimore regiment under lieu- 
tenant colonel Sterret, being the left of brigadier general Stans- 
bury's brigade, still, however, stood their ground, and except 
for a moment, when part of them recoiled a few steps, remained 
firm and stood until ordered to retreat with a view to prevent 
them from being outflanked. 

The reserve under brigadier general Smith, of the district of 
Columbia, with the militia of the city and Georgetown, with the 
regulars and some detachments of Maryland militia, flanked 
on their right by commodore Barney and his brave fellows, and 
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lieutenant colonel Beall, still were to the right on the hill and 
maintained the contest for sometime with great effect. 

It is not with me to report the conduct of commodore Barney 
and his command, nor can I speak from observation, being too 
remote; but the concurrent testimony of all who did observe 
them, does them the highest justice for their brave resistance, 
and the destructive effect they produced on the enemy. Com- 
modore Barney, after having lost his horse, took post near one 
of his guns, and there unfortunately received a severe wound in 
the thigh, and he also fell into the hands of the enemy. 

Captain Miller, of marines, was wounded in the arm fighting 
bravely; from the best intelligence there remains but little doubt 
that the enemy lost at least four hundred killed and wounded, 
and of these a very unusual portion killed. Our loss, cannot, 
I think, be estimated at more than from thirty to forty killed, 
and fifty or sixty wounded. 

You will readily understand that it is impossible for me to 
speak minutely of the merit or demerit of particular troops so 
little known to me from their recent and hasty assemblage. 
My subsequent movements, for the purpose of preserving as 
much of my force as possible, gaining reinforcements and pro- 
tecting this place, you already know. 

I am, with very great respect, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 
Wm. H. Winder, 

Brig. gen. com'g.10. Md. 

P.S. We have to lament that captain Sterret, of the 5th 
Baltimore regiment, has also been wounded, but is doing well; 
other officers no doubt deserve notice, but I am as yet unable to 
particularize. 

Hon. J. Armstrong, secretary of war. 



APPENDIX E. 

Captain Burch's Statement. 

City of Washington, October 12, 1814. 

Sir — In answer to your request, I make the following state- 
ment: 

On the 19th of August last, early in the day, I was ordered to 
call out my company for actual service, being at the time in- 
formed that the whole body of the militia were ordered into ac- 
tual service, as it was ascertained that the enemy had landed 
near Benedict, and were about to proceed to this city. In the 
evening of that day the first brigade was paraded, and about 
one o'clock, P.M. on the 20th., we marched from the city in the 
direction of Benedict, and encamped for that night about three 
miles beyond the Eastern Branch, when general Winder took 
the command. On Sunday the 21st, we marched on and en- 
camped that night at the Wood Yard, about fourteen miles from 
this place. Qn Monday morning it was understood in camp, that 
the enemy had, by rapid marches, got within a short distance of 
our encampment; upon which the commanding general detached 
major Peter, with his company of artillery, captain Davidson's 
infantry, and captain StulPs riflemen, as an advance party, 
to reconnoitre and hold the enemy in check. They advanced some 
distance, and were soon after followed by the brigade, 
for two miles, when it was halted, and partially formed in order 
of battle. Major Peter met the enemy, who immediately filed 
off on the left and took the road to Upper Marlboro'. Major 
Peter having returned with his command, the whole of the 
troops were immediately marched back to the Old Fields, where 
we encamped that night. On Tuesday morning, the same party, 
under the command of major Peter was again sent out to recon- 
noitre and skirmish with the enemy; and between four and five 
o'clock of that evening, we learned that they were actually 
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engaged with the British forces; the line of battle was then 
formed without delay, and we remained so until major Peter 
came up and took his position in the line. 

In a few minutes orders were carried through the lines for 
an immediate retreat to Washington, as it was said the enemy 
was too strong for us, I received orders to stay on the ground 
upon which we were formed, until all the troops had marched, 
and then every fifteen minutes to sent off two of my pieces, with 
the proper number of men, until I had despatched all six of 
them; that if the enemy appeared in the meantime, (and his 
appearance was every moment expected) to open my battery 
upon him, and continue to fire as long as I could do so in safety, 
and then retreat as fast as possible, and join the main body. 
Just as I had despatched the second division of my guns, the aide- 
de-camp of brigadier Smith, of the district militia, gave me orders 
to move off with the whole as fast as possible. As the main body 
by this time had got a considerable distance ahead, I was unable 
to get up with the rear until they arrived at the Eastern Branch 
Bridge, when my men were so greatly fatigued that they could 
scarcely stand by their guns. After we had crossed the bridge 
into the city and pitched our tents, between twelve and one 
o'clock at night, general Winder came to my tent and called 
me out; he observed that he knew my men were worn down with 
fatigue and from the loss of rest, but that, in all probability, 
one of the last good acts which it might ever be in my power to 
do for my country, would be that night; he wished me to take 
thirty of my men, with three of my guns, and defend the passage 
of the lower Eastern Branch Bridge, as he had reason to believe 
that the enemy would attempt the passage of it that night. 
General Winder further observed, that he had some time before 
left directions at the navy yard, for a boat to be sent to the 
bridge, with combustibles to blow it up, in case it became nec- 
essary, but that his orders had not been attended to, and that he 
should not go to rest until he had sent me the boat. I took my 
thirty men and three guns, and proceeded to the foot of the 
bridge, with orders to open upon the enemy, if he appeared, as 
soon as our rear guard had come over, and that if the enemy 
succeeded in getting upon the bridge, to set fire to the boat and 
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blow it up, and then to resume my position and recommence 
my fire. A little before day break the boat arrived, and was 
placed under the arch next the draw. I kept this position with- 
out rest or refreshment, until ten o'clock on Wednesday morn- 
ing, the 24th, when I was relieved by commodore Barney. I 
was then ordered to leave one of my pieces and fifteen men 
at the bridge, under the direction of Colonel Wadsworth, and 
proceed on with the balance immediately to Bladensburg. 
I did so; and when I had arrived near the latter place, I was 
again ordered to leave two of my guns and a party of men in 
the main road, and push on with the remaining three and the 
residue of my men, and to report myself at Bladensburg to 
General Winder. I proceeded until I arrived a short distance 
of Bladensburg, when I found much difficulty in finding the 
general; I rode up and down the whole line in search of him, 
and when I returned I found that my guns had been moved off 
to the left; I followed on and overtook them just as they were 
formed in battery, near the extreme left of the line. I there 
discovered the general, and applied to him for directions; he 
replied, "captain, there is the enemy, (pointing to the British, 
who were then in plain view,) take charge of your pieces." 
I dismounted and took charge of my pieces, and in a few mo- 
ments we opened our fire, which proved to be very galling to the 
enemy, and after firing about fifteen rounds, the 5th regiment of 
Baltimore advanced and commenced their fire. By the advance 
of this regiment one of my guns was masked, which rendered it 
useless; the other two continued the fire with much effect. The 
infantry who were posted on my right as a protection to my 
pieces, having given way, general Winder, in person, ordered 
me to limber and retreat. I did not do so immediately, but fired 
two or three rounds, when the general repeated his order in a 
peremptory manner. We retreated a few yards, when he ob- 
served to me, that he thought I might venture to unlimber one 
of my pieces and give them another fire, I was in the act of 
doing so, but as the enemy advanced so rapidly, he counter- 
manded it, and again ordered me on. I saw no more of the general 
that day; the reason was, that after retreating a mile or two, 
I was so exhausted from fatigue, fasting, and heat, that I was 
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unable to keep up with my guns, and fell behind them some yards 
I fainted by the side of a fence unobserved by my men; after 
missing me they supposed that I had been taken prisoner. 
When I came to my recollection, I found myself ill of a fever, not- 
withstanding which, I procured a horse and found and joined 
my company on the route from Montgomery court house to 
Baltimore, and marched with them to Snell's Bridge, where 
we were halted, and afterwards countermarched to this place. 

Bbnj. Burch, 
Captain of the Washington Artillery. 



APPENDIX F. 

COLONEL WILLIAM D. BEALL's STATEMENT. 

Georgetown, November 22, 1814. 

Sir — I have the honor to reply to your request, directed by the 
honorable committee " appointed to inquire into the causes of 
the success of the enemy, in his recent enterprises against this 
city, etc." that, on my march to Bladensburg, on the 24th, 
August, I received general Winder's order, in reply to a letter 
I had written to him the day before, to join general Stansbury 
at Bladensburg; that on my arrival at the mill, I was met by a 
gentleman (general Winder's aid I supposed) who informed me 
my ground was Veitch's Hill; he conducted me to the ground, 
where I formed and received the enemy, after he had done with 
the army below the hill. On our retreat, at the capitol I received 
an order to march through Georgetown to the heights above 
it, but we reached Tenly Town; and from thence, about twelve 
o'clock at night, were ordered to move on the river road, no 
point designated; the next day we arrived at Montgomery 
court house; the next we encamped at Gaither's heights, thence 
to Ellicott's Mills, thence to the two mile stone towards Balti- 
more. 

I have been informed by a gentleman who acted as one of 
general Winder's aids, that he brought me an order to retreat, 
but I do not remember it. This is as short a statement as I 
can make, to comprehend the design of the committee. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Wm. D. Beall. 

N.B. Having marched about sixteen miles that morning, 
before the battle, my men were fatigued and exhausted. Al- 
though it is not my impression that my command gave way as 
early as is represented by some, I must acknowledge that the 
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contest with the enemy was not of a character corresponding 
with my wishes, in defending the capital of the United States; 
and therefore made every exertion to rally the men, and parti- 
ally succeeded; but they ultimately gave way, in despite of exer- 
tions, like the other troops. My command consisted of about 
seven or eight hundred men. 



APPENDIX G. 

THE WEEKLY REGISTER (BALTIMORE). 

H. Niles, Editor. 
From March to September, 1814. Vol. VI. 

Dedication. 

In Remembrance of the Baltimore Militia who met, or with- 
stood, the choicest troops of the Foe, September 13th, 1814, 
and died in defense of their altars and firesides, their " wives and 
their little ones;" whose gallant hearts shielded the virgin from 
pollution and the matron from insult; who preserved this City 
from plunder and conflagration, and all the murdering business 
of war, raged by a New Race of Goths, outraging the ordinances 
of God, and the laws of humanity; this volume of the Weekly 
Register is reverentially dedicated, 

By The Editor. 

(Page 425:) 

Congreive Rockets. — The property and composition of other 
famous instruments is ascertained. If required, we also can 
have them made. But — would it not be cruel to use them? 
If the torpedo in the water, was an "unfair" weapon, are not 
rockets in the air, improper to be used by a "moral and religious 
people?" 
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i:— .i - «1 .la-iutaLa lawn of M- wh * 1 •' r¥ «"' to ,heir country lid the Cre from UU baitery, of f.iur pieces fir- MM . ■ 

ly K^rding the nu^Uonne t»wn of AU » vhoi ^^ Aftcr nta ^^ 0ll lhc mn:l ,in B dI 

radria, to place lh*J lown afrthli the n. K l, dcsimic. -hicn await ,t.-h.u to s ^ whichw „ «„ M , ecl . flag to the cn.my, to e^wire in 

v tof a rural force, too |.m K and mo lh« K^ «q"i«d by their father*, in J, y^ tpleil , nf „, nni[ a. crfp: «f at.teerfth* • minded (two in , ,nW,)l 
h in the halitl of litMlni Us supcii- eitabliahing the independence wWc* i* ,he wooiU, at the further extremity of who were left on the field, and to rcc|u*M.| 
1 ' . r n be nr-'i*"' •«"- •'««■■ 'o '»e nulnuined by their son*, with the field ami covered by a temporary permiisiun to bring away the body of -1 

' " .V.Ytrrnatiee of a refveral , pa- i»e ;.tiicinented strength and rr.airee. breaat Wot* ; 1 deternunc.l on changing Major Holme*, whkhwa* aUo 



.. ±r . _• .Ttuiinrie remain in my nclKimorrmoa nc*i to mee» aiiy c»n(ciicy, i n.ve t>*>. 

e for tnuiury an- the more effectual ucwmpl l .h..,eut of ^ tcr0 Vrmanent footing had Uen taken, fore mentioned U cut, Morgan'. *ctiv'..|,;. 
■me or these cdtfkc* being whirh, they are aulhon«d locailiuthe On enquiry, I [earytl from mdifirt.ials hi* two **»»(*iii*, Lieut. Puk.-u'aaid.Nfig ' 
iioiniinenia or t**'.e and or defence of exposed and ihrraiened pit- who lud lived many year* on the ItUnd, Peters, eondoctor of artilleiy, als6 m< # 
I i.t::er*di-no*iu>ite*of the re* „.»riion» of the mUilia movt ronvc thai a petition a* desirable a* I might the name ol good oflu-n*. 



lr1*fraiion,knund:*tiirbedpluudei »l |i 



• \atc property, which ba» been executed ed them. 



.,. i i-a ii . r peculiirly d tltr wIalM g io tne 
■atMbiUOta »hc* had, im.onstdcr«ic!y, 
east them self e* upon lhe justice and gc- 
i t!t»tty or the vicior: 
' .'" And w he reus, it unw appear*, by a i)i- 
ic^t - mvmtintcaiioii from lhe lin'i.h 
vftmm^nder ott lite American Mjaiotti 
to be hi* avowed purpose to emploj the 
force under hi* direction «* in tetroyiog 
»ad laytBf; ***** *" ch *own» and di*- 
trici? upon t lie loajI at may 



cing Major Hitmes" bjiulionofregular* I am happy i 



mine; you, that I'm I 
In tcMimotiy whereof, I have hdieun- qq "he right of the militb, thua to out- body of M-jor ll.iln i * is sr cured, and 
to aet my hand and coined U. A veil flank hi in, and by a vigorous effort to g.in «dl be buried at Dctruit with becomit ; < 
of the United Statca to be affixM to hi* «**• *'hi* inovement wa» immedi- honor*. 

..„, .„.«.„.« V * ,el * o^cred. but before iuould be exc- i *ball dischirRC thc militia tc~».W>r- 

me»e p . €tti ed,* fire wa* opene<lb } some Indian* row, and will *cnd lh«tn down, together 

Done tithe City of Washington Him posted in a thick wood near our ri^ht, with two regular com panic*, lo IKiroii. 
first day of September, in the ear which proved fatal to Major Holmes and Witt the nfoanVm*. three compinie* ( . 
of our Lard one thousand eight severely wounded Opiain Desha, (thc ahall attempt to de*imy the enel 

officer next in rank.) Thi* unlucky Ublithmet.t in the l« ..id •■( •.' r -.vb-w- %\ 
fire.by depriving uaoflhe senicc* of ao-re ri>rr, and if it Ue the-u K hl proper, 
our -most valuable oflVcer*, threv that erect a po« at the mouth ol that nvcr. 
p*rt of tl-.e line into tonfueion, from Very ie*f»ectfully. I have the honor W 
which the t>c*t exertion* of thc officer* remain, air, your obedient i 
were not able io recoyer it. Finduig U O. UROGHAN, 

, 'mpouibte io gaiu the enemy'* left, ow- Lt. Col. 3d lUflcmui- 

Sfcrutrv ft**9. taw w the impenetrable ihlckne** of ihe Hon. J. A«-«t*oho, f 

wood*, a charge w»* ordered to be made ftecrf.aiy uf fl'er. 

Wy the regular, immediately against the f M 4 „ n> 

that no G*y %f- hucrfrvm LtXM. C,.^ (met. TMwMfge ikW made in sotne L ** ^ JJ ^ ^ ^ 

tht Serreiary (filar, dair.l . r*»*>f"*ioii, served to drive the enemy 

I/. S. Siuo/to/ »«r A«rr«n», t,]f T*utitr L^t j n i the woods, from whence 



hundred and fourteen, and of v 
independence of the Untied Swlaa 
the thtrty^iSmh. 

JAMES MADISON. 
By the President, 

JAMES MO VROf. 



• On Acer* L r . S. A-Amk-t Seorfrm, * 
Srth July, 181*. 



lie found 

a**»ii.ble ;" adduig lo thi* declaration 

the taMsatjtg preiexl thai it i* in reulii- 

rftioQ for a wantcn destruction committed 

. ^SpUie army of thc United Stale* in Up- 

*>tr Canada, when it is notorious, 

oVtruciitm h*k been committed, which, 

r«t withstanding the multiplied outrage* 

*;^jrev!ou*ly commuted by the 

ivav not iitiauttiori»ed, and prom] 
*aho*ra lo he *o ; and that the 
<■* hafe been a* constant 
ivn:»to rccl.iim the enemy 
it such outrage*, by the contrast mine wt i.:-'. «u .- n uo 

I own example, ** they have hero ready paired of bekrg able to findmit a peeaagd been represented to me as » high and ^ e ™£ '"*", abov ; lQe wu ,|,. 
- Z "nr ugh .he hW into tha, bay , W mmandin g) ^MMth, ^%&2£ZE?Zd * 




*■ to terminate, on rea*onablc cotidilion», 




n.adeforS«.J^eph'.,vtherehe«icI. ( ,r. from being Drr^L^wnn „,^,, "Vrj^^t,, u, e intrepid exert .on* <kfl 
. ed on the SOth day of July. Afler letting and interaectcd ,n every way by raunc* i *nj« d oni^ hy^he m ? ^ 

bete proceedings and fire w the ,, 1)rt ^ S t. Joseph, which I determined not longer u. expose fry ""Jr^.nV^ut,, Tb*. 
which exhibit a deli- secmc d not io ban been recently o«u- force m the fire ' l m enemy dcrtv M . s e- '«* "1 <-«P'* ^" u •.> T 






i 



Appendix "H" Sheet 2. 



Col. Hist. Soc. Vol. XIV, Pl. 7. 



*' 



^(ticl vi! rtrtmijbt down tin hilt Mi We ire happy to learn that nt enures furdcfcuJiug oi r fiiciidet anil our id- .tkirmiAct, BoBiccrs, iOprh 
\at: lith, but, b.ving billed. Mr, Tux- m a!r>NiJv taken for lituog-ttp rooms for lareaguh.M the attache oft. 

'" huf Ibcs™'* ,h c tempo „ry accomm .Jation .,i Con- lct » M l' uI > lic s l llrit lVi l i0 »''' Inon.com.c 



. r dealrovcd h« i 
i-t hare taken «ef*f found in let 

,]. the Ami • 



alio for tli -he leve- 



ed by the agent of John Johnston, M Itr 

liiiui .Uidex. 

1 ycuifl tin* property 
I tli* mautm 

the caw ct 

I Mamdield). *»*™red «**« ' 

■> ' . 
'. litor, hkung hten a )r*ler,t,i} inspected by 



capable of bearing »rms, .utWei 



lal departments and Public Office a. The pru/ide uimsil'l «itli a inutkel ""niid ll,c 
ir it w.'S bin M i ng lormerlt culled Uiudgci's Hotel neceitary accoutrements— Jet all CJt- 
r of na- otrcujiicd hy the Gennral P<"t 0(ke|J«n>pt» I* imiaediatele enrolled andor- 
£■*** Patent Office, itc. and which. *«im J" , :a tun, out <:.,ly M 

for^l i :;.;£— let the ar- < 

tor 'iUar> penctiee with ihe gwat guns. 

™Thecffarta ,. fuel, arc DOW rmkinfc 
tod whiiti haic licen made in Um tiec- 






, < Waj 



ling uf the Presid 
; ■ 
the city <il Baltimore, it *«!> 
at Mn 

ioic denned it prudent ai 



com oi' 



irrlor, f,u 



;■• ■ 



;i«-trare of thir >lklii> wlw> directed the ucceaeary pripautioua tion of wort. * 

ion- il«. war ui.d nt in ro^m^, wh j cn will oo-eomBlcnceel taJkaiiomol patriotism Ui them U 
* 1 " 1 ■« , th. The Public. OBlc.a.AiH'to ««""P*».it-.l and flowed up by 'those 

i, ijii-.ir.ee uulrr I lie other ut.li which mte indisnciitible to 

Btt.ut, lu. .- •«»"i«odiW l l ..i bot.sct whig}. h.v c Mroptote ou , ayMe(|1 f tll r cnce# w( j _ 

.i.na from hi* store We" tendered hy their proprieties for ( h t rj, whatever may bo the rctult, *e , 

Lout* lit u-r .![ piowh j ;utal bttlf, br- thai plirprer, and will tmnioilnt :. 

"»*' thoae ■ , jj •> oi j L a. i. lc ruble p»ri commence ihtlWlal routttic »f bu*ics». ■' I ''""^ out •■ 

Mirhi'i- . quitted in the sight (»r l.cU and our 

• It.t.d K rr*a..e» Th,' ni.mtmn* idl. t..i« ^ lim. .Van titc iioV-rv "' 

' • ' . ; , r ,■, y. JJkLn ;JL lUltwaaw, At.go.1 '29. ,. 

!/*»f5h- t»irihc recent «v«m.. ar e SLlJ^J *>»*«*, Tl.,t it be and h hereby is papule „l 

c »icd to iht gootl City, and that Melt DaO 






. ii HOI. Ml S, 



ing ihc recent ««in», arc aufWly on- 
IU. Col. Co.,,**, * ■ UtBtuMf ' ^«» «««■«.. -"..W L, .. 

. ile.t .,.iiui..tidin<, 



I tfue co[»y fi«m ihe uri'tin:.! irpuH. ,,_„, , . . 

N II UOORP doubt not » i,| readily 

■t true thai Uw *-n 



ttaietuenu publidjed in > .me P r "i ,lc " 1 l!,t » u " c of M»i>l-»tJ, to be mn t itrnv be wjOc ptyj 
pnii'i, whoic cdi:of» hj*c no di*-»o»i- * tl, ' l " ,nfl * clr ' ■ 

. *pawtf fataehowl*, it ,d wo P on « cl 'ce, rtip«-cun ( { the tno>etnenK t.f »[„» iran.jmUi) ahltlll 
id imt [)i f pa rati out Mid dii- titj , 

i />, iht f'rrtidtntt </ e 



i for Uimiii v j i 

jteturn^ftHckil'edfWJtmdtdmutr.i- \ ciitirely tut of 

q/ m dttarintciif c'.n.iiuHt:tt< bj L>mt. line. . |i not iru« I hat 

'.. CrtgAmm, in iJtt ofuir -J tht .<kr» for Mowing up ihc fen, *, . 
*.ih<,f.tu$wt, IHI4. a. !ibnottruo,..» 

Uu bemrd L*. S. Sin >p id" \V>r fo» rned, ihu he ordt ■ 

Ni*|rar., I uh Aucuiti IB 1*. *•*» »".» olh «'' «nl«r, m U»c battU of the * 

Ar,,U r>. . • ««* »««"^ 

Wounded, Sprit , 

Infinity. . lit a c-(,i*n aaa, Wa: 

pri*-u», tnininj3p3wHf 
♦ate* tin, i 
■ ivth Re K lr.ienl— Wounded. 



a of at 



I icparitiotit atiil i!i>- City. 
tint. In a partku&t 
' itted to u'jfttaiii fro n 

opinions culculaltd — - 



a belief t li.it the people uf iU- 
>i, vrhm it 



rosTscuirr. 



I LANiJ, 4- 



1 oapt ' 
9 private*. Captain 5. Van horn tinea tad wounded <A Um a 



...a private thKe dead (uUra.and roil 

^*th lUKlracnt-Jtilled, J priraMa, aeut (Lr mcdic-1 aid and 
Votlndrd, I captain. } Ue«t. 3 aergeanta, By jrder of the csimn 
acorpcrj, I n .» V...H, i |. na^t. Capt. J.M). It 

Detha MrcraJy ; lk-«. H. Jackaon tincc 
aVad; one teri-oaiu aiocc d«ad 



I 

night oitnclvci iA 

It mi.>t !te P*°^ e ll " : ' 
■U. who lilar y" Tuic*.. 

. . 

BOTtd. 
J lie cmmy'l r 1 :^-t!, :in - 

ftUJ'iaiJHi 



i 

in Murris aur»tpi.i, K i!. "^ ' 

I ■ 
Aai't InaplOvn. %v :,; * 1kI "* tlw»t . 

■ i^-. k i — t Mo of Holt j iliat from the apprelwn- wiiir.h they rnu-i | 

eaiek'iwul - •' 

BaUaiit-acarin 



»•• SaTtb! W-a^-tTJT&'^fc ^» l I'-.aar, aul gther b.arc apiril.; b^. 

.nilrd, « priratc*. L/d , D ^/r:'j Xw ,.'i' nC ^f/I- i!^f h " oW - •w»«h««i>«ir-t«>ini{ rromthe coveted on each tide Ly U,.., | 

r , „. K . 3 pn^ s , rtr .ur t ei,dc^- ? eytoan»^. t Xut ^ re^ ESSE -**«Wd»«N-nfci 

^Iptaina, 1 U.u, . «n^ta, 1 cor- ^L^^n^i^^ «?^-*!-.« ' W, 



Killed, 3 pi-it ate 
<)i.e private titKe tl«a« of hit wound. 



Jpri 

The 

mcjit • 

m the - 

M 



Irpm then: prcpar:itii> .. 
ite m arrogant lo c > i . 
n leant wiUtliia plunder! . , 

J*_— h* . boron «, 



ewe mwn ini,;ni ann tnouta M ccniitler- ff,^^ t0 t he , 
3 tor- , a , un,,,*! „,»,. rhe inhabttanft. ,,*- f he h , fi „, k ^ 
pMl., I »«*c,. n , U pn««H ««*- medt-ely » aH M a4 ««! appointed four ^iSSc£& -" " 



'.iiuniuiinera, twoof <ach parn I 
.... ...-._>.. .!._ it.. :... .. . 









Actios; Aaaiitant Adjutant Gen. a,jme tiine 
W't arc well aware, thai ft it rm (he 



lung haa bean in negocLoiao fur 



peruniaiv iu|j to the 
n of the-enem 



ii by the late 
lutursion of tho-eneroy whu h it mott to 
be tirprecatrd., Bui, at that lot i his 
been greatly overrated m surria uf the, 
public prion, it may be proper to s>ute 



^* off Alexandria anchored. 

our cannan ihoi, ofl 

ery leaky ,"whcn iome gentlcn.cn w"*,t Ho*i« (wim milet aoloa 

on board, and liy their awUuirite Tur- tmti, on the Virginia (.„| e ) wb*r« a uodv 

mtUcdc.bl« n «l m u !(1 rt,iua.ipplyher of our men art Anfknod. and an»a«J 

entire In**, ami the abip a at bron. ' . "w«"aw« 

KEW-YOBK. toaafemoormsa. She ht.1 n.adc liv e ^ *"""• '^ ^ l »— -B 

The roHowiUKConclutionuf to tdJresb capt urea, uhicb were t.urnt. The mail ooro'i-shclh at them, which hosier had 

of the committee of de fence of .\'e«- i» waiting. r.o other eftVct than to accustom them;- 

Tork to the cum n*, afierleentin/jihe liiia to di»njj»ardihi» aort oi 

capture of Washington, breothci the T,K ' f "' llo * in B • c « : <'unt of the haaa of The enemy eppc.ni 10 ha 1 1 

true apirit of the timeai 2 T^T '" th « P 1- ""*"**"*™ "»"• or three tmall vea-cls oil A' 

i, it derived Irorn a correct aourci 







Appendix ' H" Sheet 3. 



Col. Hist. Soc. Vol. XIV, Pl. 8. 



"4Mk ' T~>^ 







; 1 15N, sLP'i EMBER i£ tin* fbe fan ortbU dty tmy ** e*tr,»«d irki of Cohmbm -re de.uW. to, .; 

fintlhtii.ltlieftdMik.nDMPl we* carried en their opetrfce*. »U **« J^^?! ',! .7.' "1^1^! £*, 

7 tot at the battle Of wilbln a week preceding it. capture by hoodeil r. »*»•»« '" ll ' - 

. . ui.dcr-rtttU fciCJclimi the cue.**/, ttitheview to war* our , awB wi „. K ihntiw. 

l .ccouht. Tbeie witt neighbaf. •f.in.t the evil lm« which it that hi. ■>,-, ■ 

vl thirty hilled, end »• many .ppear* our eiiJxet.e fell, we will .ute . •• *giin« 

.d, ore. Barney'.*™^. 35* **, web* H m,-^ 1 £* *'. LSJ5. ttlS* ' 

were about *U lulled and U legal proof. The lady of ■ huuw where Jj^-^j ^ rfjT( . ,,, ,_ ,.„ ,, e , v ,. |, |, 

V'.uiidcd tf the tmtrta-1 under Cap- the Britikh officer* .opped on (he iff*- lm j < ,, j, u!<lill |, ,* . 

l*»ide» * .umber of big ihcyentered tee ciiy, reto K nuedj»- Wi . Me , v »ith Ire Mid .wotd, evc.y J>»'» «' '•**"' ' »'■ tke r"*" iC 

" .1 - ■- -it ,-j-bl,. inonirtheRl • pcraoo -ho had own It lb* «pj.,i.t whirl, m»y Ml u.-der bit .-Lrmi.e cmle, will mJuec u 

MM hi other twr*-. n all » P™"?' " ""« * m *^ ( j|k . ( , on Mrt Ml . p.*,.-, , ; ,, .., „„ ,, .,.,. rem. I fur the fee* ihWNhe. Ii.tr, voJun.ee 

*-edm«ikribdatu|Wound.d. »wkD«e l *iwtniilk<l« "J~"T Efc., ,j whatever ..dear ..mi valuable - 

. I t.c Btiti.h !*..tn the »clioa »« even **«« » the Pre.id.ui* how. (** the ^ -^ , ^ ^ ^ ^^^ ^ pLU u ,, (ll „ ( , , ,,,,„ , 

rocro, «cb*li«y»tthM it buret W«a «*■ P* f »" ««tUr«dj to the 4hruik ol - ti , U] „ ww bkiio| »»«J hwhko in iniuicrMi Km • 
diltretMd woaun, «» f*e SaturJty firr- whjqh , h( . OowramoBt cmi rui,in>*Bd, u»-t.y dillktdii ' 

C«pi.S«ti.r«tM »" '"* . ^ wbJrh ta rfllLll „. rb , i hlTC lh ,r,fo« U 

Mc\Ttr--—"" «™^ ^ fiotrmCTiBKl-w.ne.of .11 iht Ur4l.vl y * * y F*3_*!!£2£ 

ft'ft •* * Im > 
Mine corp- 



pa i**tt.« 






Will tali toi,.IJHim, nuliT flUKWi'"'!'. 

[.lily elTo. d ;— nor prot-iw 1 -iftite II U MiWw uou o£ 

hou'^U pr-p"- " «* n.'ti.UK V*er« n ho.i. n. rjrri^ »lih r«- 

« U lk«tb»B.«* «»* <■ «* * a **"«»< 3 ^»« rf •' ll *■ ^'^* ^«^.ir lhb Co«u»on*«li»,lW th.lr Uben.e. -re ^..r county. He 

1 Uo ««i.«l . «ry M- ^.off^, ..U, whom -«C««, h. h ^ e(nllud ^ niiUl u, ,nd, Ly ull pkMrW. W«»^ittJ ttV. 



« wound in (he Uft 



■l inity be «lil« to r«p*l end clwiiiM iliO 
Bo* bclfe**- he -ill not kite . Q>r eh ^^^ >fe (|fe iJf jnfomcd i„ ¥J) h> t » , hereby in.lun|r. m addilH. 

... „, u, tUTBUtT- th«Io*eP V*. N'M>. F.Ml rewjnod Ibertto, the .id tf VolwHecrt of m#» 
» r«t rtw *o*»* °" 4 * "™ ln , h , cotnt I ii».ioo of M-^or-Generel of the deicripli...i. Hum crery p»n uf the bUU ; 
i.e. it'UUT. MilitU pr«»ioM» lo the i.te capwro of e^n.cMly ca tt to g upon .» men. e.piblo 

We h.v. he^d«mo ir-lktbid ,o r |b. e.,y. W. «, „•• Inferred .bet fTt^m^f^M*! 
( ^ilon.bu«H»br«i«>*'^» eB ; ^i^ h - 
AgBW, in to"»««l ut,,ce °* i,L * l * e ™ requiwiwii of 
MMHtj w r«n»J« the M»l offcWom- ^^ry aided 
tuctit, umporarily W ptrtwr-Mly. fro. tort n*«a.,.ry 

abhorreoca M»d aatoniah- ^ — hi. diut.on. he held himteif Jio Mtafa.1 let ilhrm rep," " 



CJuiemor of Uw Com.i.ii.-salih «f 
Pen t>ivi>tda. | 

NO IWtL»»«. Aid do C j i 



Fit n UOUl.AKS ii.'.'.VAKU. 
Raoaway from lh« -uh»criUr ©a tbc 



* 




o the City ot 



(•rjr moth. He h»* *•. 
be went a*ay dark tejorrd c- * 



Very unexpectedly be b 



«««»'U let ihcm rop-ir iotnev-i.ro. ; eTh4<(l , ,„,„), of csltoll j^j wo 
Hie hi. .<W, beroby appointed tbni pl*» ^^ , ^ bM , atr|irw , rir , 



.-moe.1 of lb* »»** of f»*«n»i»«M. B*- ibupoaittoniwiadmiiied; «.,d pre turn- of«i.drt»oua,»ioj;ly or in eonn»r»le». ^ ^ o ^ w j^^. wiifclHai, 

K,l detcloped . B d..bo»eill.wnl.uuidet.y i to «M* ^..J^ 

. _. .._. __.i ;, i. «,nni,>,rnU iiid desired, th.t ....'. 



t . nolalkiO of tbe coortiltt* inv from ci re u (nuance* tb4t «».. 
ri^uJ^rl^aa-otiealofBO. tMwaeire. io tbe p«^e« oi ibOM end. b ia recommended ,nd desirrd, ,.h.t wfluh|> ,^ nj 
uo..c.ubl..hl tJg .pem l a^ieai«2 k- , w |U . c^,,,-^ f , U ch « r... .boo dcome imidutiI I b-y f ^y 

-i - - :n i .. ..... ...U.,1 nmUr ihe iiiiiiiCt.UtC . .'- . 



lin » ^ r.^dTc'o^V-"^^ ">" wm»«"5 K-S"*" 



vtrnment, it •«« bt inj«*ri« ao grew 

to ft. people •ItbUdiwituwibBM , -b. 

a.reoBrtthcdtho public orBcei-wnhpo- willd , r| , nd ^j,,, 

miUlioe *lto laid O" 1 fo«» ne * in the we aclire part, ho u 

Srj. *. ton jre.. cannot, «Ure t# ««■ ^^ ■»»" 

tio». Ihere » l>c>iJt» 

cruelly ia tbe Idta of robbing the citi- K-curJing t0 ,h« rule e«t«Wi»hed by Uw, 

„„, of their »». b«et'J»« they h-r. kl- , M pw, !e command mighi be -Mlgned 

L -«ail» aufered by the incur.ion himi erhieh. whilil » would -(ford htm (L. I 
rent i""* / ,i "™ ' boldl and « .pponnniiy of aer^g th. country, 
of tlw enemy. We aay ooioiy, wml \f obvlM lht diwkuliy *• to Ml or 

m i»y it more frocly becauae -e co , lim „d with Ge». V\ ir.de r, and ibds 
bate liule perional miereit in proper- aM mc ,^ r9 w »th the new* ui ibe Lx- 
ty here, lh# auch i mcj*urc aa we have cutlre in that re-peci 
lid, be a treacbe*OU» being 



dnrk cboanut. aftfrcl nwre, •> 
new eaddk bM] bridle, \ 
past, about fourteen 



imunicationa, that ine eommana oi wn« - ™ «-■»«-- -—-— -- * r^ nr i^ti uld paai, u'kui loi.nccnana 

<no principal vpeditioe or eenrire on the eiiUe gulled under the :i»....e..uw ^. f ^^^ Jj^-^ „, llirhlMe 

people ofthi»d«irtet,te.tlWM ,-ho ^KcnToT** .mended for (Jen. order, -t the t»ecunv«. On ,.n oce- „„ Ulfi lei. .bujf, fcw ' 

.-^, k«l the nublic omce. w nb P»- w.„der, and being de.irou* of taking lifMi like the prriint. derflatK.in »l.^e- i)( . [ fc _ A ^^ ^ f,i »•***«,,, 

t»Ult*l wtU be given to any pertuu *ho .titfc.M. 

ft. dri.rer the wid Mtrranl Hid war. lo tfte ^ 

ThV, , aebMraber m Pinki^yvilte. Ucion itMfr 



td, th.til it verofr.r.1 ami cour.ire ami p..i 
ble to employ extai f atnuntw u* im Kaecuuve w 



., „ ir. the Fail w do it. duty in the uiter.n^i i 
Qem. W. which ebtH4.nor allow il« If to fear tWtbe 
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t, S, Caroiina, or vwcuit - 

tbe aaid fti- 
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^ 



PtSSSYLVANlA. 



mrriiitirgt ShftuJ 37, 1 114. 
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>.'lo, Aug. If 

N. ll. lit hj» »nth but alwul iwenty- I 
Uirec dotlers in u*.Id and liKer, and it tv j 
■uppo%<-d he t. ill aiake t < . i „> Alcxea> 
drU. Col. wbe*re he w.a i atacd* * 

6rj*. 



llliKlud to, wotiWi Be e ^ ^^.^ |mdet ^ 

Tyrcacb of the faith ef the iwuon, nle«g- ind ^ ^^ eomm »nd 

.4 ay * ac4emn law enacted uedtr . ipK propoKd or offered, he M m in hi. j^MS^t* the lhr.Mened.nd it extrr.i,c(y d.ffitult 

By Ud.ec. he trait ■.ferrtq «»_, V| „ „„,^,„ „ r ,h, .m.imnoli. „.;i. „j ,'-..r..» .„ 

which ■ 
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u.! WrA, 1114. 1 

r oi.llf l ii frt » Ic r>. 



the decision 
t>ot coti.id- 

rr-i'iniwi I', 

y nuke* 

cMtUtinioeal IMWh a W A "*.A«rary rcwgnat.on By ihi. «;i he trotrcfe rred "^^^n^^^ The'iMiropoJie e-Raiano'thcretoft iw booka « p.M»Z 
V rrm^af *eeM be tcarcely lew ob- himaelt, a few day. before tbe b-Ult _ ot K ^^ ^ ihe „,,„, thrwl . fcto (fl|h<11 , h , B pjt,..,,,.,) ure w b« 

\ ' Tlahle h would be tutting the Bl»den.l.tirg. f.om « ..tu-t.un in which f ^ v ._ rr , millK lhe ^ mji; uori , gg^ li( „ irc fwim 

»!!^ .n^L^WW.11 -irJub. h " ^ b ' mMf irtdtL^ai hemU; ^ t'htt « attack t. mcdiu.ed by ,bUo*L. If any are put ,,, v„h„ ,h. 

.^.nenemebaameiaen. , w- wbkh.oa* private m.l...J.ul, be rnig .. the.horeaoflhe llekw.r.; come,.,, cltlMI be dKiin^ui, ■ ,<i, they 

i^bing th. ae« of If M " m ^ - * —xwte hi .ttclf w.,h hi. lellcw^t.- ^Uwl-rf. to gtnrd *»«ll« aurprU- w»U b. cW^d wilh I. :TrV 
dic«ee«ff »n ewetnyi W. will I only ient w «,„, useful operaijon. in the ^ ^ ^^ ^JJ M eflklenl fufct of T lioae p.imer*wh, m.^li, > tr„ wlver- 
ui obaerT.tionwb.un. prevent bMereetbag CJiatai Wh ich, we tn J^ k ln rPpe , llie enenl y in c .« oi tiacrinnt. of tlu. «, i,ct will ,;ire thi 



gallant ". infarmed, he haa repeatedly done. 
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hero 



and to hat 
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»iitb en e*cnt, order, eud direct, tbe eborc three ioindcm- ifid rf.w« t>ie is 
nulitil 'Rcnerelry witMr the couuliei of pay at u.usl 
Fletedflpbta, Buck*, Moiitgomeiy. Oc- Sr; .. 

Uw.rt, Che.ttr, Lnne.'swr, Dauphin, 
L4ba»un, Berks, SCotuytaiB, Leblge, 
Kortbanrptim and Pike (In M 
the*, dtafeed and dc»ign.>ied fir the Mf 
Having received Intelligtnee th« tbe vice ol the UnitedS-.tc. trndoi t.roer.of 
Fnemy Took powsie. ot W»i.». tbe »« July, -be are .Iroady ^bteciw 
htv«mi...e.»ieworuiinflb. TD ,, i W«d«e*d.ytl.e a4thm, tjni| «.l the order* „■ Qew.r.1 n.w.nfi.W) h» 
, Jered rt L-ediattlv, with.iut di^nmina.ioti of beid I. roadintt. in ni.rcha. a moment. 

» h " MUeW " t - .ubheor private property, entirely d.a- t«^ ■» «ch p a-e « may b e na .^ ed 

'• iroved that City : I -uch *m the report « fuMt^oent order* tl.,.t will i**ue if 

i. .„ .gtpietskdi now v**y atnerJk btikt»c th« eVc ^hn bmi.iii *e> Pi» «B»rt , 



add at prew 

tiaUy miwe t>n Uie .wbjetl by 
oftcer who haa on a late occaatoo iib> 
«jy,n diied bbl m.me and eialted the 
American chancier by hi. uMUmptei 
,.. I Hi»tcble...pirit-Wh.t! 
Mid he, de.er. the Capitol > Ui C on- 
gres* rall.tr «w>n tt iai*A (MMN e>v/ mt 
!.t it* rum: lh-.n (.bandon it at ,k " 
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APPENDIX M. 

PERSONAL PAPERS IN LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. 

(From Attorney General Joseph Holt's papers). 

Joshua Barney's Last Will and Testament. 
(From copy). 

I, Joshua Barney of the City of Baltimore being in good health 
and sound and disposing mind, memory and understanding 
but considering the uncertainty of life, do make this my last 
Will and Testament, that is to say I give, bequeath and devise 
unto my daughter Caroline Williams her heirs and assigns 
forever, Five thousand acres of my land, being part of Fifty- 
thousand acre tract bought of Philip Barbour and lying ("laying" 
in the copy) in Hardin County, State of Kentucky, to be taken 
on a long square in the South West Corner of the Original tract, 
that is to say, running North West and Northeast from the third 
Corner of the original survey, so as to make Five thousand acres, 
of Eight hundred poles on the northeast line, and one thousand 
poles on the North West line, and in Case any part of the said 
Five thousand acres so given should be lost to her by other claims 
then the deficiency is to be made up on the North West end of 
the said Five thousand acres, by running a straight line the whole 
length of that end to include the quantity required. I give and 
devise unto Anna Maria Coale and her issue lawfully begotten 
forever, Five thousand acres as before described, to be laid off 
on the North East side and adjoining the Five Thousand acres 
given to my daughter Caroline Williams, this land is also to be 
laid off in a square the same as the other, that is to say, Eight 
hundred poles Northeast and One Thousand poles Northwest, 
and in case of loss by other claims, the deficiency is to be made to 
her by lands laying on the Northwest end, by a straight line the 
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whole length to include the quantity required, but in case of the 
death of the said Anna Maria Coale without lawful issue then the 
above described tract of land is to "become the property of my 
daughter Adele and her issue forever — I give and devise unto 
Elizabeth Young and her heirs forever, one thousand acres of 
land adjoining the land of Anna Maria Coale, and Beginning on 
the North East side and on the original line of the Fifty Thou- 
sand acre tract, and running North East Eight hundred Poles, 
then North West two hundred Poles, then South West Eight 
hundred poles to the land of Anna Maria Coale and with her 
line to the Beginning and in case of loss of this, or any part 
thereof, the deficiency is to be made up, on the North West 
side by a straight line, I give and devise unto my daughter 
Eliza and her lawful issue forever, Two thousand acres of land 
adjoining the land of Elizabeth Young and Anna Maria Coale, 
Beginning at the fourth Corner of Elizabeth Young and with 
her line North East Eight hundred Poles, then Northwest Four 
hundred Poles, then South West Eight hundred Poles to the 
land of Anna Maria Coale and with her land to the Beginning, 
and any deficiency of land is to be made ("her") (up) by includ- 
ing the land on the North West side by a straight line — I give and 
devise to my son Joshua and his issue forever two thousand 
acres of land adj oining that of my daughter Eliza, and that of Anna 
Maria Coale to be laid off in the same manner — Beginning at the 
fourth corner of Daughter Eliza's land, and running with her 
land; North East Eight hundred Poles, then North West 
Four hundred poles, then South West Eight hundred Poles to 
the land of Anna Maria Coale and with her line to the Beginning — 
and all deficiency is to be made up out of the land on the North 
West side and by a straight line — I give arid devise unto my 
wife, Harriet and her assigns forever, Five thousand acres of 
land to be taken on the North West end of the land given to my 
daughter Caroline Williams that is to say, Beginning at one 
thousand Poles from the original third corner of the original 
track on the North West line, and a corner of my daughter Caro- 
line Williams and running North East to the original line of the 
Fifty thousand acre survey, then South West with that line to the 
end thereof, then South East to the Beginning. To Contain 
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Five Thousand acres more or less, but if there should not be 
Five Thousand acres in the whole, clear of other claims then 
the deficiency is to be made up by land lying on the North East 
side by a straight line, — I also give to my said wife my dwelling 
house and Land attached thereto with all my furniture, Carri- 
age Horses, Plate, and servants, and all the rest of my property, 
real and Personal or mixed not otherwise disposed of by this will 
for her sole use and enjoyment, but in case of either marriage 
or death the above Property, that is to say, the house and land 
belonging to it the Furniture, Carriage Horses, Plate and one 
half of the servants shall be absolute Property of my daughter 
Adele, the other one half of the slaves shall be the property 
of Anna Maria Coale giving my said wife liberty to make over 
to my son Joshua and my daughter Eliza each one slave if she 
think proper, I give and devise unto my daughter Adele and her 
lawful issue forever, besides what is specified in the above Arti- 
cle, Five thousand acres of land to be laid off adjoining the land 
of my wife, Harriet, and the land of Anna Maria Coale that is to 
say on the North East of my Wife's land and on the North West 
of Anna Maria Coale to the original line of the Fifty thousand 
acre tract be it more or less but if a deficiency of the quantity 
of Five thousand acres, the same is to be made up on the North 
East side by a straight line, but in case of the death of my 
daughter Adele without Lawful issue, then the above land, with 
all and every article or thing devised to her by this will shall, 
be the property of Anna Maria Coale, and at her death without 
Lawful issue the whole shall be divided as hereafter mentioned — 
I further devise that on the death or marriage of my said wife 
Harriet that my son Joshua and my daughter Eliza receive 
three thousand acres of land to each to be laid off adjoining, 
or as near to it, as can be to their two thousand acres already 
devised, But in case of the death of either without lawful issue, 
then the survivor is to have the whole portion of the other, given by 
this will and in case of both dying, without Lawful issue, and in case 
of failure of issue in any branch of the persons named in this will, 
(except as to the Five thousand acres devised to my wife,) then all 
the property so willed, and all the real estate that may remain not 
disposed of by this will, shall go to my Grand Children, BEING 
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the Children of my son William B. Barney, Lewis Barney, John 
Barney and my daughter Caroline to be devised into four among 
the children of William B. Barney one other fourth part equal 
parts, that is to say one fourth part equally among the children 
of Lewis Barney another fourth part equally among the chil- 
dren of John Barney and the remaining fourth part, equally 
among the children of my daughter Caroline, their respective 
heirs forever, and all my Personal estate not herein bequeathed 
shall be equally devised at the death or marriage of my said 
wife between my daughter Adele and Anna Maria Coale and 
their lawful issue forever, — And I do hereby nominate, consti- 
tute and appoint my said wife Harriet Barney, Nathaniel 
Williams Esq., and my son John Barney my Executors to this 
my last Will and Testament. In Witness whereof, I hereunto set 
my hand and seal this fifteenth day of April in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and eighteen at the City of Baltimore, 
signed sealed, Published Joshua Barney. (Seal) 

and declared by Joshua Barney 
the above named Testator as 
and for his last will and Testa- 
ment in the presence of us who 
at his request in his presence 
and in the presence of each other 
have subscribed our names as 
witnesses thereto 

G. H. Stuart 
John F. Harris 
Wm. M. Medcalf. 

Baltimore County, S.S: 

On the 2d. day of January 1819 came John F. Harris and Wil- 
liam Medcalf two of the subscribing Evidencers to the aforegoing 
last Will and Testament of Joshua Barney late of said County 
deceased and John F. Harris made oath on the Holy Evangels 
of Almighty God and William M. Medcalf solemnly declared 
and affirmed that they did see the Testator sign and seal this 
will, that they heard him publish pronounce and declare the same 
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to be his last Will and Testament, that at the time of his so do- 
ing he was, to the best of their apprehension of sound disposing 
mind, memory and understanding and that they together with 
George A. Stuart the other subscribing Evidencer thereto sub- 
scribed their names as witnesses to this will in his presence at 
his request and in the presence of each other sworn and affirmed 
in open Court. 

Test. Wm. Buchanan, Regr. 

Baltimore County S.S. : 

On the 4th. day of January 1819 came George H. Stuart one 
of the subscribing Evidencers to the aforegoing last Will and 
Testament of Joshua Barney late of said County deceased and 
made oath on the Holy Evangels of Almighty God that he did 
see the Testator sign and seal this will that he heard him pub- 
lish pronounce and declare the same to be his last will and Testa- 
ment and that at the time of his so doing, he was to the best of 
his apprehension of sound and disposing mind and memory 
and understanding and that he together with John F. Harris 
and William M. Medcalf the other subscribing evidencers 
thereto, subscribed their names as witnesses to this will in his 
presence at his request and in the presence of each other sworn 
to in open court. 

Test. Wm. Buchanan, Regr. 

In Testimony that the above and forgoing composes a true copy 
taken from the original remaining among the files and records of 
the office of the Register of Wills for Baltimore County I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of my office this 
Fifth day of January in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and nineteen. 

(SEAL) Wm. Buchanan, Register of Wills for Baltimore 

County. 

Maryland S.S: 

I, Owen Dorsey, Presiding Justice of the Orphans Court of 
Baltimore County in the state aforesaid Do certify that the 
aforegoing attestation by William Buchanan, Register of Wills 
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for said County is in due form. Given under my hand and seal 
at the City of Baltimore this fifth day of January in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and nineteen and of the 
Independence of the United States the Forty-third. 

Owen Dorsey (Seal) 

We, the subscribers, Constituted and appointed by the last will 
and Testament of Commodore Joshua Barney lately deceased, 
Executors thereof in Conjunction with Mrs. Harriet Barney do 
hereby severally renounce and decline to act as such Executors, 
and do desire and recommend that letters Testamentary be 
granted to the said Harriet Barney, exclusively upon the said 
last Will and Testament. Given under our hands and seals at 
Baltimore this Eighteenth day of January in the year Eighteen 
hundred and nineteen. 
Witness 

C. D. WiLLiAMs TNathl. Williams, 
\John Barney. 

Kentucky, Hardin County Court 

I, Samual Haycraft Jr. Clerk of the County Court for the 
aforesaid County of Hardin do Certify that at a County Court 
began and held for the said County at the Courthouse in Eliza- 
beth Town on Monday the 10th, day of May 1819. The within 
Instrument of Writing purporting to be an authentic Copy of 
the last will and Testament of Joshua Barney deceased was pro- 
duced in Court together with the several Certificates therein en- 
dorsed authenticating the same and after being examined 
by the Court was ordered to be entered of record as such — And 
Thereupon, I have truly recorded the same in my office at Eliz- 
abeth Town on the 10th, day of June 1819 — in the 28th year 
of the Commonwealth. 
Attest, 

Saml. Haycraft, Jr., 



Clk. C. 



A True Copy from the Records in my Office 
Attest 

Saml. Haycraft, Clk. 
By G. W. Montague, D. C. 



APPENDIX N. 

MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS OF THE COLUMBIA 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



Whereas, it is the duty of the American historian, to keep 
alive the fire of patriotism and rescue from oblivion, 

"lest we forget," 

the glorious deeds of the men, who, in the infant days of our 
Republic, sacrificed their lives in behalf of freedom, and 
Whereas, the unparalleled achievements of 

Commodore Joshua Barney 

have never received commensurate recognition at the Nation's 
Capital, 

Therefore, be it resolved by the 

Columbia Historical Society, 

that it herewith, submits its respectful petition to the United 
States Congress, to make an appropriation, sufficient in 
amount, for the purpose of erecting a suitable monument to< 
the memory of this heroic seaman, upon the Pennsylvania 
Avenue Circle, known as public reservations Number 55 and 
56, which shall hereafter, be officially designated as 

Commodore Barney Circle. 
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